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Position: Support 
 
The Greater Baltimore Committee (GBC) is a regional business advocacy organization comprised of 
more than 500 businesses -- large, medium and small -- educational institutions, nonprofit organizations 
and foundations located in Anne Arundel, Baltimore, Carroll, Harford and Howard counties as well as 
Baltimore City. The GBC is a 58-year-old, private-sector membership organization with a rich legacy of 
working with government to find solutions to problems that negatively affect our competitiveness and 
viability as a region. It is an organization that prides itself on advocating for changes in public policies 
that strengthen the business climate while improving the quality of life in the region. 

The Greater Baltimore Committee supports House Bill 1182 - Courts - Commission to Study Maryland's 
Fault Allocation System.  
 
House Bill 1182 establishes that contributory negligence and joint and several liability will retain their 
judicially determined meanings as they existed on January 1, 2011. This proposed legislation would also 
establish a Commission to Study Maryland's Fault Allocation System. The GBC is particularly interested 
in contributory negligence which according to the Department of Legislative Services means the 
following: 
 

Contributory negligence is conduct on the part of the injured party "which falls below the 
standard to which he should conform for his own protection, and which is a legally contributing 
cause co-operating with the negligence of the defendant in bringing about the plaintiff’s harm." 

 
House Bill 1182 explicitly names contributory negligence as a valid defense in the state of Maryland that 
may be raised against a plaintiff seeking damages for wrongful death, personal injury or property damage. 
That is, if the negligent actions on the part of both parties caused the injury, then both are at fault for 
contributing to some degree to the injury or loss; therefore, no damages are awarded to the injured party.  
 
Maryland is one of five jurisdictions (along with Virginia, Washington D.C., Alabama, and North 
Carolina) that currently retain a contributory negligence standard and HB 1182 aims to uphold this 
standard.  
 
Maryland has considered switching away from contributory negligence to comparative negligence over 
the past 10 years and businesses are understandably concerned about the potentially negative economic or 
fiscal impact of such a change. The Department of Legislative Services identifies the impact on small 
businesses as "meaningful" in terms of increased liability exposure of defendants, yielding increased 
liability premiums for small businesses. To a business either seeking to locate in the state of Maryland or 



for a business already headquartered here, a change from the current contributory negligence standard 
would represent a setback in competitiveness. The existing standard is one business is accustomed to and 
has come to accept. The contributory negligence standard is one of the competitive advantages our state 
enjoys when examining legal/tort environments. Allowing contributory negligence to remain a valid 
defense, as HB 1182 explicitly proposes, assures business operations certainty that is needed in budgetary 
and strategic planning. 
 
County and local governments would also experience exposure to increased claims and damages should 
the legal standard be altered. Increasing the number of claims, subjecting business and government 
entities to greater financial exposure is not in the best interest of the State.  
 
By remaining a state that uses a contributory negligence standard, Maryland protects businesses from a 
potential economic cost and uncertainty. The GBC prefers contributory negligence in the interest of 
protecting businesses, large and small, and remains wary of potentially negative economic impacts 
(known or unknown) that would evolve from changing the legal standard in a negligence case. 
 
For the reasons stated above, the Greater Baltimore Committee requests a favorable report on House 
Bill 1182. 
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