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Position: Support 
 
The Greater Baltimore Committee (GBC) is a regional business advocacy organization comprised of 
more than 500 businesses -- large, medium and small -- educational institutions, nonprofit organizations 
and foundations located in Anne Arundel, Baltimore, Carroll, Harford and Howard counties as well as 
Baltimore City. The GBC is a 58-year-old, private-sector membership organization with a rich legacy of 
working with government to find solutions to problems that negatively affect our competitiveness and 
viability as a region. It is an organization that prides itself on advocating for changes in public policies 
that strengthen the business climate while improving the quality of life in the region. 

The Greater Baltimore Committee supports House Bill 1395 - Harford County - Hotel Rental Tax. 
 
House Bill 1395 would authorize Harford County to impose a hotel rental tax of 6 percent, applied to 
transient charges paid to hotels in areas of the county that are within three miles of an interstate or "travel 
corridors." This tax would apply to hotels with 26 or more rooms, and the revenue would be dedicated to 
tourism-related activities.  
 
Harford County is the only local jurisdiction in Maryland that does not assess a hotel rental tax; 
consequently, it has a comparatively lower tourism budget than other counties because of its lack of 
dedicated resources. HB 1395 would correct this deficiency and allow the county to competitively support 
tourism promotion and improve its market share. 
 
BRAC and Aberdeen Proving Ground are major drivers of the Harford County economy and major 
tourism demand generators. Harford County needs a hotel rental tax in order to capture the potential 
revenue generated by this growth and activity and put it back into funding its special projects and tourism 
opportunities. A hotel tax could also increase economic development opportunities in the county, 
marketing efforts and job creation. 
 
According to the Harford County, Maryland Destination Market Study, a hotel tax - like that of HB 1395 
- could give Harford County the ability to secure dedicated resources similar to the levels seen in other 
counties throughout Maryland, and provide a solid foundation for tourism development. The average 
hotel tax revenue collected for each jurisdiction in the region is about $4.5 million annually at an average 
rate of 5.3  percent. 

 
HB 1396 provides Harford County with a local funding mechanism to better support its tourism industry.  
 
For the reasons stated above, the Greater Baltimore Committee requests a favorable report on House 
Bill 1395. 
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