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The Greater Baltimore Committee (GBC) is a regional business advocacy organization comprised of 
more than 500 businesses -- large, medium and small -- educational institutions, nonprofit organizations 
and foundations located in Anne Arundel, Baltimore, Carroll, Harford and Howard counties as well as 
Baltimore City. The GBC is a 58-year-old, private-sector membership organization with a rich legacy of 
working with government to find solutions to problems that negatively affect our competitiveness and 
viability as a region. It is an organization that prides itself on advocating for changes in public policies 
that strengthen the business climate while improving the quality of life in the region. 
 
The Greater Baltimore Committee supports House Bill 1515 - Transportation Infrastructure Investment 
Act of 2013. 
 
Transportation funding has not been addressed in Maryland in a comprehensive fashion since the gas tax 
was last raised in 1992, over 20 years ago. Due to inflation and rising construction costs, the purchasing 
power of the gas tax has dropped by nearly 70 percent. As a result of the failure of the state to invest in 
transportation, Maryland has no money budgeted for new highway construction after 2017. After fiscal 
year 2017, the state will have only enough money in its Transportation Trust Fund to pay for maintenance 
of existing infrastructure, forecasts the General Assembly's Office of Policy Analysis. 
 
House Bill 1515 would increase transportation revenue in Maryland by $3.4 billion over the next five 
years. It will increase investment in the state's transportation system by an average of $800 million a year 
once fully implemented. Enactment of the bill will support 44,000 jobs building, rebuilding and repairing 
roads, bridges and mass transit in the state. 
 
Implementation of HB 1515 will enable the state to begin to loosen itself from the worst congestion in the 
nation and improve the overall quality of life for state residents.  
 
The renowned Texas Transportation Institute (TTI) ranks the Baltimore area as the second most 
congested area in the nation for metropolitan areas fewer than 3 million in population. And, according to 
TTI, the Washington, D.C. area, including Montgomery and Prince George's counties, is the worst 
congested area in the country. 
 
Driving on congested and deteriorating roads costs the Baltimore area driver $1,781 annually and 41 
hours of lost time. Such driving costs the average Washington, D.C. area driver $2,195 annually and 41 
hours of lost time. 
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Transportation funding is paramount for continued economic growth. Businesses rely on an efficient and 
reliable transportation system to move products and services. HB 1515 is consistent with one of the core 
pillars for economic growth and job creation outlined in our report, Gaining the Competitive Edge: Keys 
to Economic Growth and Job Creation in Maryland: 
 

Superior transportation infrastructure with reliable funding mechanisms. An essential 
prerequisite of a competitive business environment includes well-funded and maintained 
highway, transit, port and airport infrastructure that provides reliable and efficient options to 
move people, goods and services. 

 
The GBC supports the underlying principles contained in HB 1515: 
 

a) Inflationary sensitive funding mechanisms - The utilization of the sales tax on gas at the 
wholesale level and indexing the gas tax and transit fees to the inflation rate addresses a major 
deficiency of the current transportation funding sources (i.e. - flat tax with no inflation index) 

 
b) Lockbox to protect the Transportation Trust Fund - Maintaining the integrity of the   

Transportation Trust Fund is essential to restore the public's faith that transportation dollars will 
be spent solely for transportation purposes. 
 

c)  Study on regional transportation authorities - Regional transportation authorities can play a role in 
providing funding for transportation projects. The study contemplated in this bill is an initial step 
necessary to determine the role, composition, governance and financing capabilities of any future 
regional authority. 

 
Passage of HB 1515 will begin to restore superior mobility to our state - an essential prerequisite for 
economic competitiveness. It will create thousands of jobs. It will ease congestion. It will enhance our 
quality of life. 
 
The time is now to pass this desperately needed legislation. 
 
For the reasons stated above, the Greater Baltimore Committee urges a favorable report of House Bill 
1515. 


