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The Greater Baltimore Committee (GBC) is a regional business advocacy organization comprised of 
more than 500 businesses -- large, medium and small -- educational institutions, nonprofit organizations 
and foundations located in Anne Arundel, Baltimore, Carroll, Harford and Howard counties as well as 
Baltimore City. The GBC is a 58-year-old, private-sector membership organization with a rich legacy of 
working with government to find solutions to problems that negatively affect our competitiveness and 
viability as a region. It is an organization that prides itself on advocating for changes in public policies 
that strengthen the business climate while improving the quality of life in the region. 
 
The Greater Baltimore Committee supports House Bill 226, Maryland Offshore Wind Energy Act of 
2013.   
 
The GBC urges the General Assembly to approve this legislation that will help to not only create jobs, but 
also place Maryland on the path toward future renewable energy development with a competitive 
advantage.  
 
Safe, reliable and clean sources of energy are critical to the future economic growth and quality of life for 
all Marylanders. The GBC supports public policies that address the growing demands for alternative 
energy sources (i.e. wind, solar, nuclear and other energy sources) in the state, accompanied by methods 
to ensure its efficient delivery. 
 
Wind energy is a vast and largely untapped source of energy that could work to stabilize the rates in 
Maryland and the coastal region as a whole by balancing other forms often susceptible to spikes in rates 
for consumers. 
 
Like many other programs the GBC supports, the Offshore Wind Energy Act would create credits and a 
fund to strengthen an early stage industry with potential to thrive. The bill would provide a subsidy from 
the state's electric ratepayers to build up to 200 megawatts worth of power generation. The bill would 
direct the Public Service Commission to only approve wind farm proposals that meet certain special 
criteria outlined in the bill including a demonstration of a positive economic, environmental and health 
benefit for the state, and a cap so that the average Maryland household would pay no more than $1.50 a 
month or 1.5  percent for non-residential customers.  
 
If a suitable wind project does not manifest as planned or fails to live up to expectations, Maryland 
ratepayers and businesses will not see a rate change. The bill also contains a $10 million Offshore Wind 
Business Development Fund targeting small and minority businesses and assisting them in preparing to 
participate in this new industry.  
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While there may be a cost to produce this project, it would also create up to 850 manufacturing and 
construction jobs for five years and 150-200 full-time ongoing jobs for operation and maintenance of the 
turbines, yielding close to $1.3 billion in economic benefits. With only a handful of offshore wind farms 
planned in the highly populated coastal sites in the United States, this legislation would put Maryland at 
the forefront of a promising green sector. 
 
The GBC has consistently advocated for and supports more stable and predictable regulatory policies that 
balance legitimate environmental concerns but allow projects to move forward in a competitive and open 
manner. HB 226 is the single greatest attempt in recent years to maintain this balance while looking into 
future plans to satisfy its increasing renewable energy portfolio demands in the next 10 years. 
  
In 2010, the GBC released a report entitled "Gaining the Competitive Edge – Keys to Economic Growth 
and Job Creation in Maryland." The report is a product of meetings with the current and past secretaries 
of the state business and economic development office, economic development professionals from the 
counties throughout the state and over 50 business executives. The goal of the study was to achieve a 
consensus around which Maryland's business and government leaders could work together to build a solid 
strategy for our state's economic future. The report identifies eight pillars that are essential to creating and 
maintaining a competitive business environment that will spur job creation.     
 
The Maryland Offshore Wind Energy Act of 2013 demonstrates a commitment to two of those pillars.   
 
First, the report calls for "regulatory policies that are streamlined, stable and predictable." While HB 226 
cannot address the instability of annual federal investments in wind energy, it instead provides an 
opportunity for Maryland as a leader to project to businesses within and outside the state that its 
government regulatory policies are reasonable, relevant, free of surprises or redundancy, and considerate 
of businesses' sense of urgency.  
 
Second, the "Gaining the Competitive Edge" report calls for "strategic and effective state investments in 
business growth." HB 226 represents the state;s commitment to a substantive strategic investment that 
nurtures business and job growth in a growing industry sector using offshore wind energy credits.  
   
The Maryland Offshore Wind Energy Act is an important tool for economic growth, renewable energy 
development and job creation.  
 
The Greater Baltimore Committee respectfully requests a favorable report on House Bill 226.  


