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Position: Oppose 
 
The Greater Baltimore Committee (GBC) is a regional business advocacy organization comprised of 
more than 500 businesses -- large, medium and small -- educational institutions, nonprofit organizations 
and foundations located in Anne Arundel, Baltimore, Carroll, Harford and Howard counties as well as 
Baltimore City. The GBC is a 58-year-old, private-sector membership organization with a rich legacy of 
working with government to find solutions to problems that negatively affect our competitiveness and 
viability as a region. It is an organization that prides itself on advocating for changes in public policies 
that strengthen the business climate while improving the quality of life in the region. 
 
The Greater Baltimore Committee opposes House Bill 337 - Natural Gas - Hydraulic Fracturing – 
Prohibition. 
 
House Bill 337 would prohibit a person from engaging in the hydraulic fracturing of a well for the 
exploration or production of natural gas in the state of Maryland. 
 
On June 6, 2011, Governor O’Malley signed an Executive Order establishing the Marcellus Shale Safe 
Drilling Initiative to ensure that, if drilling for natural gas from the Marcellus Shale proceeds in 
Maryland, it is done in a way that protects public health, safety, natural resources and the environment. 
 
The Maryland Departments of the Environment and Natural Resources, in consultation with the Marcellus 
Shale Safe Drilling Initiative Advisory Commission, is conducting a three-part study. Their final report 
including recommendations is due in August 2014.   
 
Safe, reliable and clean sources of energy are critical to the future economic growth and quality of life for 
all Marylanders. A key pillar of economic growth in the GBC’s Gaining the Competitive Edge report is a 
stable and predictable regulatory policy that balances legitimate environmental concerns.  
 
In order to achieve this balance, the current $1.5 million studies of the hydraulic fracturing process and 
the Marcellus Shale by the Governor’s Commission should be allowed to proceed as planned without 
undermining the State’s investment.   
 
It is the GBC’s position that the Commission’s work be completed and the final report should be available 
for public review before any further decisions to prohibit hydraulic fracturing. 
 
For the reasons stated above, the Greater Baltimore Committee requests an unfavorable report on 
House Bill 337. 
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