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The Greater Baltimore Committee (GBC) is a regional business advocacy organization comprised of 
more than 500 businesses -- large, medium and small -- educational institutions, nonprofit organizations 
and foundations located in Anne Arundel, Baltimore, Carroll, Harford and Howard counties as well as 
Baltimore City. The GBC is a 58-year-old, private-sector membership organization with a rich legacy of 
working with government to find solutions to problems that negatively affect our competitiveness and 
viability as a region. It is an organization that prides itself on advocating for changes in public policies 
that strengthen the business climate while improving the quality of life in the region. 
 
The Greater Baltimore Committee supports House Bill 560 - Public-Private Partnerships. 

From June 2008 through March 2010, the Greater Baltimore Committee convened an independent 
private-sector task force to study a long-term plan for adequately funding Maryland’s transportation 
infrastructure. As a part of this effort, the GBC examined the attributes of public-private partnerships 
(P3s) to finance transportation and infrastructure. Among the findings of this study was P3s can be a 
useful tool in deploying private capital to critical state infrastructure improvements and, when used 
properly, can help enable government to seize opportunities for economic growth and job creation. 

Today, the GBC openly supports strategically leveraging public-private partnerships to deliver public 
infrastructure projects. Further, enhancements to P3 legislation that provide for a more efficient and 
timely review process are the most ideal in the eyes of the business community. 

HB 560 establishes the policy of the state on public-private partnerships. This legislation would authorize 
reporting agencies to establish P3s to develop and strengthen the state’s infrastructure assets by sharing 
risks and revenues between the public and private sectors, fostering the creation of new jobs and 
ultimately promoting socioeconomic development and competitiveness in Maryland. The reporting 
agencies that enter into these agreements adopt regulations and establish processes for the development, 
solicitation, evaluation, award and delivery of P3s.  

The GBC supports this policy and finds the private sector’s ability to submit new unsolicited concepts to 
address Maryland’s infrastructure needs an appealing addition to the bill.  

HB 560 also calls for considerable review, but by including a more predictable and transparent process 
with the bulk of the oversight at the beginning instead of during final approval, it is one that could prove 
beneficial for Maryland while maintaining the private sector as a partner. The proposed legislation would 
require the reporting agencies to have their P3 regulations reviewed by the Joint Committee of 
Administrative, Executive and Legislative Review (AELR) and the budget committees along with a 45-
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day wait period after first publication of the regulations in the Maryland Register. A pre-solicitation report 
is reviewed by the Comptroller, the State Treasurer, the budget committees and the Department of 
Legislative Services. After these steps, the reporting agency seeks the official designation and approval of 
the Board of Public Works, but all before an official solicitation for a P3 project is made.  
 
The GBC acknowledges and supports the necessity for oversight and recommends such review be within 
the tightest time parameters possible in order to move at the speed accustomed in private sector. Once the 
review is begun, it should be conducted in an efficient and expeditious basis to instill confidence among 
private sector investors that the project is being seriously considered by the public sector partner. The 
GBC cannot overemphasize the importance of the appropriate level of government review being 
conducted with a sense of urgency. 
   
In conclusion, establishing this P3 legislation is a step in the right direction for a competitive region; 
accordingly, having an expedited review and oversight policy that is appropriate but restrained is the most 
desirable pathway to truly engaging the private sector in this process.  
 
For the reasons stated above, the Greater Baltimore Committee requests a favorable report on House 
Bill 560. 


