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Position: Support 
 
The Greater Baltimore Committee (GBC) is a regional business advocacy organization comprised of 
more than 500 businesses -- large, medium and small -- educational institutions, nonprofit organizations 
and foundations located in Anne Arundel, Baltimore, Carroll, Harford and Howard counties as well as 
Baltimore City. The GBC is a 58-year-old, private-sector membership organization with a rich legacy of 
working with government to find solutions to problems that negatively affect our competitiveness and 
viability as a region. It is an organization that prides itself on advocating for changes in public policies 
that strengthen the business climate while improving the quality of life in the region. 
 
The Greater Baltimore Committee supports House Bill 726 - Economic Development-Sickle Cell 
Disease Research Program. 
 
House Bill 726 would establish a Sickle Cell Disease Research Program administered by the Maryland 
Technology Development Corporation (TEDCO). This program would help to establish Maryland as a 
key location for Sickle Cell disease research and treatment by providing competitive capital and operating 
grants and loans to public and private entities in the state to develop cures. HB 726 also creates a Sickle 
Cell Disease Research Fund in TEDCO to finance this program. 
 
The program prioritizes the projects that would most likely result in cures for Sickle Cell disease and the 
projects that would make the cure most widely available to individuals diagnosed with the disease.  
 
The Greater Baltimore Committee advocates for regional economic growth in the life science industry 
and fully endorses programs that promote the state to internal and national audiences. If passed, HB 726 
has the potential to provide an additional $500,000 in aid to Maryland’s research industry annually. A 
state investment in disease research and treatment is an investment in business growth for the region as 
well as job creation.   
  
For the reasons stated above, the Greater Baltimore Committee requests a favorable report on House 
Bill 726.  


