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The Greater Baltimore Committee (GBC) is a regional business advocacy organization comprised of 
more than 500 businesses -- large, medium and small -- educational institutions, nonprofit organizations 
and foundations located in Anne Arundel, Baltimore, Carroll, Harford and Howard counties as well as 
Baltimore City. The GBC is a 58-year-old, private-sector membership organization with a rich legacy of 
working with government to find solutions to problems that negatively affect our competitiveness and 
viability as a region. It is an organization that prides itself on advocating for changes in public policies 
that strengthen the business climate while improving the quality of life in the region. 
 
The Greater Baltimore Committee supports House Bill 815 - Hotel Rental Tax - Exemption Lodging at a 
Corporate Training Center. 
 
The GBC has consistently advocated for the importance of creating a competitive business environment. 
A state's individual income taxes, business taxes, property taxes -- as well as other taxes and fees -- all 
contribute to overhead that directly impacts a business’ operations. Together, they shape the state's 
environment for business growth, even at the local level.   
 
HB 815 would ensure companies who invest in building a corporate training facility are treated the same 
at both the state and local levels in terms of hotel lodging taxation. This proposed legislation would 
mandate that the hotel rental tax does not apply to the sale or right to occupy a room or lodging as a guest 
of a corporate headquarters training facility, provided the corporation does not offer lodging services to 
the general public.   
 
HB 815 would also allow a taxpayer to seek a refund for hotel rental occupancy taxes paid after June 30, 
2010 if the taxes were paid on a transaction that is exempt under this Act. 
 
In 2010, the GBC released a report, "Gaining the Competitive Edge – Keys to Economic Growth and Job 
Creation in Maryland." The report is a product of meetings with the current and past secretaries of the 
state business and economic development office, economic development professionals from the counties 
throughout the state, and more than 50 business executives. The goal of the study was to achieve a 
consensus around which Maryland’s business and government leaders could work together to build a 
solid strategy for our state’s economic future. The report identifies eight pillars that are essential to 
creating and maintaining a competitive business environment that will spur job creation.     

HB 815 supports two GBC pillars that call for "government leadership that unites with business as a 
partner" and "strategic and effective state investments in business growth." By creating a uniform hotel 
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lodging tax structure throughout the state of Maryland, HB 815 would increase Maryland’s statewide 
competitiveness among companies looking to develop new training facilities. The state must commit to 
substantive strategic investments, leveraged with capital assets, to nurture business and job growth. 
Investments should include competitive and effective tax credits, business development incentives and 
tactical initiatives to nurture private investment in industry growth. 

By removing unwarranted impediments to private sector growth, HB 815 creates an environment that 
encourages corporations to provide greater employee training opportunities without the worry of incurring 
the unequally levied financial burden that currently exists in most of Maryland. 

In conclusion, the GBC supports HB 815 and encourages lawmakers to support reducing barriers that 
geographically confine Maryland’s private sector from developing and/or expanding corporate training 
facilities across the state.   

For the reasons stated above, the Greater Baltimore Committee requests a favorable report on House 
Bill 815. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
             


