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Position: Oppose 
 
The Greater Baltimore Committee (GBC) is a regional business advocacy organization comprised of 
more than 500 businesses -- large, medium and small -- educational institutions, nonprofit organizations 
and foundations located in Anne Arundel, Baltimore, Carroll, Harford and Howard counties as well as 
Baltimore City. The GBC is a 58-year-old, private-sector membership organization with a rich legacy of 
working with government to find solutions to problems that negatively affect our competitiveness and 
viability as a region. It is an organization that prides itself on advocating for changes in public policies 
that strengthen the business climate while improving the quality of life in the region. 

The Greater Baltimore Committee opposes House Bill 947 - Environment - Lead-Based Paint Damages - 
Manufacturers of Lead Pigment.   
 
House Bill 947 would allow an individual to sue companies that formerly manufactured lead pigment in 
lead-based paint in order to recover the damages from lead paint hazards on their property. In the 
proposed legislation, individuals can sue as long as it can be proven lead pigment in the lead paint was a 
substantial contributor to the damages alleged, the manufacturer had a share of the market for lead 
pigments, and the manufacturer of lead pigment breached a legally recognized duty by manufacturing, 
producing or marketing lead pigment intended for use, or used as, a component in lead-based paint. 
 
The major uses of lead in the United States are in storage batteries, gasoline additives and other 
chemicals. The health risks were discovered in the late 1940s in Maryland and the paint industry 
thereafter, more than 20 years prior to federal regulation, voluntarily ended the sale of lead-based interior 
paint. Paint manufacturers acted diligently following evidence of the harmful effect of lead-based paint.  
It was not until 1978 that lead in paint products was highly regulated by the federal government. In 
general, the most comprehensive laws and regulations regarding lead are found in the northeastern states 
where there is a considerable stock of older housing containing lead-based paint. Maryland and 
Massachusetts in particular are sited as having extremely detailed laws and strict regulations regarding 
lead paint. 
 
The business community notes that this bill attempts an unprecedented transfiguration of Maryland tort 
law. The proposed legislation allows lawyers to sue former manufacturers of lead pigment without any 
evidence that their product was present in an individual’s house. Maryland courts have historically 
rejected market share liability of this kind. This bill, if enacted into law, would create a new level of 
uncertainty toward the business community that would negatively set Maryland apart from the rest of the 
country.  
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 HB 947 is inconsistent with one of the GBC’s eight core pillars for economic growth and job creation 
outlined in our report, Gaining the Competitive Edge: Keys to Economic Growth and Job Creation in 
Maryland:  
 

Regulatory policies that are streamlined, stable and predictable. Maryland must project to 
businesses within and outside the state that its government regulatory policies are reasonable, 
relevant, free of surprises or redundancy, and considerate of businesses’ sense of urgency.  

 
For the reasons stated above, the Greater Baltimore Committee requests an unfavorable report of House 
Bill 947. 
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