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Position: Oppose 
 
The Greater Baltimore Committee (GBC) is a regional business advocacy organization comprised of 
more than 500 businesses -- large, medium and small -- educational institutions, nonprofit organizations 
and foundations located in Anne Arundel, Baltimore, Carroll, Harford and Howard counties as well as 
Baltimore City. The GBC is a 58-year-old, private-sector membership organization with a rich legacy of 
working with government to find solutions to problems that negatively affect our competitiveness and 
viability as a region. It is an organization that prides itself on advocating for changes in public policies 
that strengthen the business climate while improving the quality of life in the region. 
 
The Greater Baltimore Committee opposes Senate Bill 253 - Transportation Trust Fund - Dedicated 
Highway Funds. 

Senate Bill 253 would amend the Maryland Constitution to establish a Transportation Trust Fund (TTF) 
that can only be used for transportation purposes. The bill prohibits the crediting or reversion of any part 
of the TTF to the general fund or a special fund with some exceptions. The bill requires all motor fuel tax 
revenues, motor carrier tax revenues, motor vehicle excise tax revenues and vehicle registration fees 
credited to TTF be used only for specified highway purposes. 

The Greater Baltimore Committee supports the strengthening of the TTF by way of a constitutional 
amendment and advocates for the type of firewall protection proposed in SB 253 to limit transfers to the 
general fund. On the other hand, the bill’s requirement that the revenue sources to be used only for 
highway purposes is too limiting. Transit is an integral component of a comprehensive transportation 
system and it does not possess a separate funding source. To pursue this limiting policy violates one of 
the Greater Baltimore Committee's eight core pillars for a competitive business environment listed in 
Gaining the Competitive Edge: Keys to Economic Growth and Job Creation in Maryland: 
 

Superior transportation infrastructure with reliable funding mechanisms: An essential 
prerequisite of a competitive business environment includes well-funded and maintained 
highway, transit, port and airport infrastructure that provides reliable and efficient options to 
move people, goods and services. 

The GBC is committed to finding policies that increase funding to ensure the sustainability and 
development of Maryland’s entire transportation infrastructure.    
  
For the reasons stated above, the Greater Baltimore Committee requests an unfavorable report on 
Senate Bill 253. 


