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Position: Oppose 
 
The Greater Baltimore Committee (GBC) is a regional business advocacy organization comprised of 
more than 500 businesses -- large, medium and small -- educational institutions, nonprofit organizations 
and foundations located in Anne Arundel, Baltimore, Carroll, Harford and Howard counties as well as 
Baltimore City. The GBC advocates for public policies at federal, state and local levels that promote 
competitiveness, economic growth and job creation in the State of Maryland and the Greater Baltimore 
region.    
 
The GBC opposes SB 699 – Maryland Transit Administration - Farebox Recovery Rate Increase.   
 
SB 699 would alter the statutory minimum farebox recovery ratio from 35 percent to 50 percent for 
FY2013 and future years for the Maryland Transit Administration's (MTA) Baltimore area services, 
including bus, light rail and Metro subway service, and Maryland Area Regional Commuter (MARC) 
train service. 
 
The farebox recovery mandate recommended under this bill would jeopardize the region's ability to offer 
affordable public transportation to users in the State and would negatively impact a very critical part of 
our workforce population’s ability to access jobs.   
 
Farebox recovery calculations are merely a financial measurement of the percentage of operating costs for 
specified public transit services that the MTA must recover from fares and other operating revenues. Such 
calculations have no connection to operational efficiencies or effectiveness of the service. A review of 
practices administered by comparable systems in other states shows no other system that uses a legally-
mandated farebox recovery level.   
 
Recent estimates suggest fares would need to be increased by 38 percent which would increase the current 
one-way adult fare to $2.20 in Baltimore.Such an action would result in one of the highest bus fares 
charged by one of the largest transit systems across the country and would result in the loss of millions of 
MTA's current annual ridership. 
 
For the reasons stated above, the GBC requests an unfavorable report of SB 699. 


