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The Greater Baltimore Committee (GBC) is a regional business advocacy organization comprised of 
more than 500 businesses -- large, medium and small -- educational institutions, nonprofit 
organizations and foundations located in Anne Arundel, Baltimore, Carroll, Harford and Howard 
counties as well as Baltimore City. The GBC is a 57-year-old, private-sector membership 
organization with a rich legacy of working with government to find solutions to problems that 
negatively affect our competitiveness and viability as a region. It is an organization that prides itself 
on advocating for changes in public policies that strengthen the business climate while improving the 
quality of life in the region. 
 
The Greater Baltimore Committee supports an increase in transportation funding contemplated by SB 
791/HB 1302, the Maryland Transportation Financing and Infrastructure Investment Act of 
2012. The bill would institute a sales tax on the retail price of motor fuel minus any state and federal 
taxes. In addition, consistent with the recommendations of the Blue Ribbon Commission on which I 
served, the tax would be phased in over a minimum of three years.   
  
An important provision in the bill provides for much needed Transportation Trust Fund protection. 
This section would allow transfers from the Transportation Trust Fund to the General Fund only if 
the General Assembly enacts Transportation Trust Fund specific legislation that is supported by a 
three-fifths majority during any final committee vote of the standing committee assigned to hear the 
bill before it is considered in each house of the General Assembly; or the Governor proclaims a state 
of emergency resulting from a major catastrophe.  
 
The bill further contains a measure creating a workgroup to study and make recommendations on the 
establishment of regional transit financing authorities for the purpose of obtaining additional funding 
to support major transit projects. 
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There is great need for an increase in the Transportation Trust Fund in the State of Maryland. Recent 
findings by the Texas Transportation Institute reveal Maryland urban areas rank in the top 10 in the 
nation in terms of congestion. Washington, D.C. and its Maryland suburban areas maintain the 
dubious distinction of being No. 1 in terms of congestion. Baltimore and its suburban counties rank 
No. 6. Although when examined in regions with fewer than 3 million residents, it also claims the No. 
1 ranking in congested traffic.  
 
The Texas Transportation Institute has also found: 

• Total congestion costs for Maryland are more than $3 billion a year 
• In Greater Baltimore, drivers spend 60 million hours annually sitting in traffic 
• And, as a result, 40 million gallons of fuel are wasted annually 
• Over the last 30 years, the number of peak period travelers in Maryland has increased by 71 

percent 
• Daily vehicle miles traveled have increased by 135 percent over that time 
• Yet, the number of lane miles of road has increased only 35 percent 
• And the cost of congestion has increased an alarming 1,200 percent 

 
Maryland's gas tax was last raised to its current level of 23.5 cents/gallon in 1992 -- 20 years ago. At 
that time, the state tax (23.5 cents/gallon) represented approximately 22 percent of the cost of a 
gallon of gasoline. Today, that same 23.5 cents represents approximately 6 percent of the cost of a 
gallon of gasoline. 
 
Although the tax has remained the same, the cost of doing business or building transportation 
projects has not remained stagnant. 
 
During that 20-year period of time, the cost of transportation construction projects has significantly 
increased with enhanced environmental studies, increased cost of materials, increased cost of 
equipment and labor expenses. 
 
The lack of infusion of revenues in the Transportation Trust Fund, the growing population and 
mobility demands, and the increased project costs has resulted in a backlog of state highway, transit, 
port and airport projects needing construction funding that exceeds a conservative estimate of $50 
billion. 
 
With declining or static Transportation Trust Funding available, the Maryland Consolidated 
Transportation Plan (CTP) has been relegated to a listing of system preservation and maintenance 
tasks. There are few, if any, new construction projects included in the six-year plan.  
 
This bill would significantly boost desperately-needed transportation revenue to the state and 
localities. It would enable commencement of construction work on the backlog of capital projects 
throughout the state, employing idled transportation construction workers. Although we would prefer 
stronger controls, including a constitutional amendment, the protection it offers the Transportation 
Trust Fund is badly needed to ensure a level of stability in the Transportation Trust Fund and to 
regain public credibility of this "dedicated" source of funding. 
 
The Greater Baltimore Committee also supports the study of the establishment of regional transit 
financing authorities, as proposed by the bill, but strongly suggests any such study must specifically 
identify various financing mechanisms that the General Assembly would empower to such 
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authorities.  As is shown by an examination of funding levels for transit over recent fiscal years, 
capital and operating costs for transit systems are very significant. Any study of such an issue should 
clearly dwell in depth on ways to finance such organizations and their missions.  
 
The State badly needs the money to improve and maintain roads and to build mass transit. The time 
is now for action on this pressing economic growth and job creation bill. The Greater Baltimore 
Committee stands ready to work with the legislature to enact much-needed protections to the 
Transportation Trust Fund, as well as revenue increases to begin to fund the backlog of state 
transportation projects.    
 
We therefore, respectfully, urge a favorable report on this legislation.  
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