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It is no secret that Baltimore City is facing unprecedented levels of violence. Violent crime has seen a double 

digit increase compared to this time last year. The city is on pace to surpass last year’s homicide numbers, one 

of the most deadly years on record for the city. So far this year, more than 190 men and women have been 

murdered. Eighty-six percent of those murders were committed using a handgun.  

 

It is clear that Baltimore City has a gun problem. 

 

The gun problem is exacerbated by the failure of the court system to address the situation after one has been 

convicted of possessing an illegal handgun. Between January 1, 2016 and June 7, 2017, according to Baltimore 

Police Department records, 605 defendants were found guilty of gun violations. Of those defendants found 

guilty, at the time of sentencing, 60 percent received more than half of their sentence suspended. That is an 

alarming and troubling statistic for a city with an illegal gun problem.  

 

The legislation pending before you is not a magic elixir for the issues that are at the root of Baltimore’s crime 

problem, nor is it meant to be. Those issues – including widespread poverty, a lack of employment 

opportunities, the need for workforce training, and increased investment in a world-class K-12 educational 

system – are critically important to the future success of Baltimore and must be addressed. 

 

The GBC is firmly committed to working with the Mayor and City Council to develop and implement effective 

solutions to address the underlying issues that contribute to violence in the city. Those solutions will require 

adequate funding, universal support, and a sustained effort by all interested stakeholders to be successful. It is 

important that all parties work in collaboration to develop those solutions. That effort should begin now. 

 

However, we also need to address the immediate problem at hand - the tragic loss of life taking place on a daily 

basis on the streets of Baltimore. That problem cannot wait for the long-term solutions referenced above.  

 

This bill is intended to serve as a tool for police and prosecutors to get illegal guns off the streets. If passed, this 

bill would ensure that men and women convicted of carrying an illegal handgun in the vicinity of a church, 

park, school, public building or other place of public assembly will not be allowed to wreak havoc on the streets 

of Baltimore. Instead, they will be guaranteed a year in jail which will protect innocent citizens from violence. 

 

Opponents have expressed concern that passage of this legislation may result in a conviction and harsh 

punishment being imposed on an individual that has previously had no connection with the legal system and has 

an otherwise exemplary record. Our criminal justice system places extraordinary discretion in the State’s 

Attorney’s office to determine whether a criminal charge is brought to trial before a judicial officer or if justice 

would be better served by sending the defendant through some form of diversion program. 
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We are confident that the State’s Attorney’s office is capable of properly exercising this authority and strongly 

urge that such a diversion alternative be utilized when appropriate.  

 

Passage of this bill would send a clear and strong message that illegal gun possession will not be tolerated in 

Baltimore City.  

 

This legislation is not a step back to the failed policies of the past nor is it a return to mass incarcerations. 

 

It represents an effort to protect and ensure the future of Baltimore City, a future that cannot and will not be 

realized if we continue on this path of violence. Residents, employers, employees, and visitors are increasingly 

frustrated and annoyed, and should be, by the constant drumbeat of gun violence. They have a right to demand 

that violators of the law receive punishment that fits their crime. This legislation is not a cure-all for all 

shootings and homicides, but it is part of the solution. 

 

The most important responsibility of a government is to provide for the safety of its citizens. 

 

Under the current circumstances and the rash of violence that plagues Baltimore City, Council Bill 17-0111 is a 

good step toward that commitment. 

 

For these reasons, I urge you to vote favorably on this legislation. Thank you. 


