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Featured GBC News

Commentary by GBC President & CEO Donald C. Fry:
Expansion of Convention Center --

An Opportunity That Can't Be Missed

The hospitality and tourism industry has been a primary economic driver of the
Baltimore region for the past 40 years, fueled in part by the tens of thousands of
visitors that meet at the Baltimore Convention Center each year. But the aging
venue is at a crossroads due to the changing competitive landscape in the
convention and tourism industry.

Built in 1979, the facility was last expanded in 1997. Since that time, competing peer
cities, such as Washington, D.C., Philadelphia and Nashville have invested in new or
expanded facilities that have modernized amenities and can accommodate larger
groups.

The emergence of new and larger convention venues and the growth of meeting
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attendance has resulted in some lost business for the Baltimore Convention Center.

Read the full commentary here.

GBC submits testimony on Patapsco Lower North Branch Bill

The GBC recently submitted testimony to the Howard County Council in opposition
to Bill No. 38 -2019 — The Patapsco Lower North Branch Bill. This legislation seeks
to prohibit virtually any development, redevelopment, public works projects, and
even the ability for homeowners to make minor improvements to their property
within the Patapsco Lower North Branch Watershed. While the GBC is strongly
supportive of responsible development and reasonable environmental protections,
this bill vastly exceeds necessary and reasonable standards. The bill is also not in
alignment with the Howard County General Plan, which already strives to achieve
managed growth, environmental conservation and sustainable practices.

Read more.

For more updates on Ellicott City's restoration and Howard County news, attend the
November 13 Newsmaker Breakfast with Howard County Executive Calvin Ball.

Register here.

Why You Should Attend the Bridging the Gap:

Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Summit

The GBC spoke with several Bridging the Gap committee members about their
thoughts on the importance of the GBC's inaugural Bridging the Gap: Diversity,
Equity and Inclusion Summit, which takes place on October 21, 2019.

GBC Check-In with Bridging the
Gap Committee Co-Chair

Phil Croskey

The GBC spoke with Phil Croskey, CEO
& Co-Founder, MD Energy Advisors
and PointClickSwitch.com (left), about
the benefits of having the diversity
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conversation.
Read the full Q&A here.

GBC Check-In with Bridging the
Gap Committee Member

Marco V. Ávila

The GBC spoke with Marco V. Ávila,
President & Chairman of the Board,
Maryland Hispanic Chamber of
Commerce, about building partnerships
and relationships at the summit.
Read the full Q&A here.

GBC Check-In with Deborah
Matz, Bridging the Gap
Committee Member

The GBC spoke with Deborah L.
Matz, Director of Treasury Management
Services, Howard Bank, about inclusion
in the banking industry.
Read the full Q&A here.

Get tickets for the event here.

Don Fry Commentary: The
Traits of a Good Mayor

Fall is barely upon us, but already the
race for Mayor of the City of Baltimore
is beginning to take shape and voters
need to pay attention.

As the city readies for the April 28
primary, the compelling question for
voters to consider is: What kind of
mayor does Baltimore need?

I suggest to you that Baltimore needs
a strong and transformational leader as
its Mayor.
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Listen to the commentary here.

President and CEO's Report

Did you miss the latest report? Read it here.

More GBC News

Maryland Food Bank continues to
work to eliminate food insecurity

This year, Maryland Food Bank
celebrates its 40th anniversary, which it
marked with a 40-week campaign: "It
takes more than food to end hunger."
The campaign aims to convey what it
takes to help eliminate the food
insecurity epidemic, in Maryland and
across the globe. (Pictured above: Ann
Miller, Founder, Maryland Food Bank)

For more on how the Maryland Food
Bank and others are working to
address hunger and poverty in
Maryland, attend the Breakfast
Briefing: Hunger and Poverty in
Baltimore.

Read more.

The Daily Record: Considering
Transit, Again

The Greater Baltimore Committee's
recent Transportation Summit once
again placed a spotlight on the need
for the Baltimore area to invest in
infrastructure critical to the region's
economic progress. The program
featured a panel of speakers providing
national, state and regional
perspectives. The larger message was
to call for bold action. But there was
also recognition of the pragmatism
associated with making incremental
progress.

Read more.

See More

Member News

https://gbc.org/don-fry-commentary-on-wbal-newsradio-what-kind-of-mayor-does-baltimore-need/
https://gbc.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/2019-GBC-Presidents-Report-Final-for-Online-PQ.pdf
https://gbc.org/events/breakfast-briefing-hunger-and-poverty-in-baltimore/
https://gbc.org/at-40-maryland-food-bank-continues-to-work-to-eliminate-food-insecurity/
https://gbc.org/the-daily-record-considering-transit-again/
https://gbc.org/category/gbc-news/


Member Directory Advertising Space Available

Is your company interested in advertising in the 2020 GBC Membership Directory?
There is still time to reserve advertising space.

Contact Lisa Byrd at lisab@gbc.org for more information.

More Member News

Baltimore Sun publisher, Johns Hopkins executive to co-chair United Way's
2019 campaign

United Way of Central Maryland has named Alicia Wilson, Vice President for Economic
Development at Johns Hopkins, and Trif Alatzas, Publisher and Editor-in-Chief of
Baltimore Sun Media and a GBC Board member to co-chair its 2019 fundraising
campaign. Wilson and Alatzas have been tasked with meeting the nonprofit's $20
million goal. The funds will be used to support United Way's education, financial and
health programs designed to help low-income families reach self-sufficiency.

Read more

Kennedy Krieger Institute announces inaugural national Neurodiversity
Conference

Kennedy Krieger Institute -- an internationally renowned organization with the
mission of improving the lives of children, adolescents and young adults with
disorders and injuries of the brain, spinal cord and musculoskeletal system -- will
host "Neurodiversity in the Workplace," a collaborative conference, on November 7
and 8, 2019.

Read more

Loyola Clinical Centers partnership to provide free hearing aids, services

The Loyola Clinical Centers (LCC) is partnering with Rebuilding Together Baltimore
and Cigna to launch a Hearing Health Initiative, which will provide free hearing
evaluations and hearing aids to qualified participants, along with wellness screenings
to assess mental health and quality of life to eligible members of the Baltimore
community.

Read more

Weekend Backpacks for Homeless Kids

The Weekend Backpacks for Homeless Kids mission is to combat hunger among
school children in Baltimore City. During the 2017-18 school year, the organization
packed more than 11,000 bags of food and delivered them to 15 Baltimore City
schools. By June 2019, the all-volunteer organization was delivering approximately
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500 bags weekly. Each backpack contains enough food to feed four people six meals
each, supplying hundreds of thousands of meals each year. The organization's 3rd
Annual For Our Chefs event takes place November 4, 2019, at Woodholme Country
Club in Pikesville. Tickets are $75 per person. For more information, to purchase
tickets or to make a donation, go to weekendbackpacks.org.

Read more

Welcome to our new members

Flowers By Chris

View more GBC Member News

Committee News

Public Safety Committee

The GBC Public Safety
Committee met on September
18, 2019. GBC staff provided
an update on recent items
relevant to crime reduction
and public safety in Baltimore
City. These included a
presentation and discussion
regarding Baltimore Policy
Department Commissioner
Michael Harrison's strategic
plan for crime reduction and
his departmental
transformation plan. The
Public Safety Committee also
discussed Baltimore City
Council President Brandon
Scott's public safety proposals
and Governor Larry Hogan's
recent letter to Baltimore
Mayor Jack Young regarding
efforts to increase public
safety in Baltimore.

Tourism, Entertainment and
Culture Committee

The GBC Tourism,
Entertainment and Culture
Committee convened
on September 12, 2019.
Committee Chair John
Racanelli, President and CEO
of the National Aquarium,
introduced Tom Riford,
Assistant Secretary of the
Division of Tourism, Film and
the Arts at the Maryland
Department of Commerce.
Additionally, Mia Blom, Public
Affairs Manager for Visit
Baltimore, updated
committee members on the
status of the Baltimore
Tourism Improvement District
(TID).

Baltimore City Government
and Ethics Reform Task
Force

The GBC Baltimore City
Government and Ethics
Reform Task Force held its
second meeting on
September 17, 2019.
Chaired by Charles Monk,
GBC Board Member and
Managing Partner, Baltimore
Office of Saul Ewing Arnstein
& Lehr LLP, the task force
began an in-depth dive into
several city charter
amendment proposals.
Donald C. Fry, GBC President
& CEO, reviewed the latest
charter amendment
introduction which would
require a Charter Review
Commission to be formed at
least once every 10 years.

View more GBC Committee News
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