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GBC Honors Outstanding Minority and Women-Owned Companies

Pictured: The 2019 Bridging the Gap Achievement Awards winners

Bridging the Gap Awards Winners Announced
The 2019 Bridging the Gap Achievement Awards winners were announced at an
awards ceremony on November 18 at the American Visionary Art Museum. During
the ceremony, Greater Baltimore Committee President and CEO Don Fry explained
the genesis of the Bridging the Gap program, which dates back to the 1990s.
During a conversation between Fry and Maryland legislators Howard "Pete" Rawlings
and Elijah E. Cummings, a seed was planted that led to the Bridging the Gap
program.

"One of the first initiatives of the GBC Bridging the Gap program was the creation of
the Achievement Awards, recognizing and honoring companies and individuals that
are contributing to the growth and success of minority and women-owned
businesses," Fry said. This was important because "minority and women-owned
businesses are an integral part of our national, state and local economy."

https://youtu.be/QvN4ZllvgQ4
http://baltimoredevelopment.com/
https://www.umms.org/
https://www.whiting-turner.com/
https://www.att.com/
https://www.bizjournals.com/baltimore/
http://www.lifebridgehealth.org/Main/Home.aspx
https://www.bge.com/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.medstarhealth.org/
https://www.merrittproperties.com/
https://www.venable.com/


Fry presented this year's President's Award to the late Congressman Elijah
Cummings.

"Congressman Cummings was an inspiration for the start of the GBC Bridging the
Gap Program," Fry said. "He also worked tirelessly throughout his political career for
the advancement of minorities and women. He believed that ...'diversity is our
promise, not our problem.'" Cummings' daughter, Jennifer, accepted the award on
behalf of the family.

The President's Award will be renamed the Elijah E. Cummings Leadership in
Diversity Award to honor the late Congressman beginning in 2020.

See the complete list of winners here.

See photos from the 2019 Bridging the Gap Awards ceremony here.

See scenes from the Bridging the Gap Achievement Awards on Baltimore
Snap.

Did you miss the GBC's
inaugural Bridging the Gap
Diversity, Equity and Inclusion
Summit?

The Greater Baltimore Committee's
first-ever Bridging the Gap Diversity,
Equity and Inclusion Summit took place
on October 21, 2019.

The half-day event was designed to
bring together majority, minority and
women-owned businesses and civic
organizations to discuss strategies for
transforming culture within businesses
and institutions and across the broader
community to initiate or accelerate
efforts to be more diverse, equitable
and inclusive.

The Diversity, Equity and Inclusion
Summit will be held annually.

See photos from Bridging the Gap
Diversity, Equity & Inclusion
Summit here. 

Mayor's Business Recognition Award
Winners Announced
Each year, the Mayor of the City of Baltimore
joins with the Greater Baltimore Committee
and the Baltimore Development Corporation
to recognize businesses that have
demonstrated significant corporate leadership
and service to improve the quality of life in
Baltimore. The awards are given for specific
activities or projects that have significantly
benefited the citizens of Baltimore City and

are outside the regular mission or day-to-day work or activities of the business.
Mayor Jack Young will join the Baltimore Development Corporation and the Greater
Baltimore Committee in presenting the awards.

The GBC congratulates all of the 2019 winners. Winners will be honored at the
Mayor's Business Recognition Awards Luncheon on December 12 from 11:30 a.m.-

https://gbc.org/2019-bridging-the-gap-achievement-awards-winners-announced/
https://www.facebook.com/pg/GBCorg/photos/?tab=album&album_id=10159465838844466
https://www.baltimoresnap.com/2019/11/21/2019-gbc-bridging-the-gap-achievement-awards/
https://www.facebook.com/pg/GBCorg/photos/?tab=album&album_id=10159361652154466


1:30 p.m. at the Renaissance Baltimore Harborplace Hotel.

See the list of winners here.
Register for tickets to attend the Awards Luncheon here.

Just Announced

The GBC is working on confirming dates
for 2020 events, including the return of
the Newsmaker Breakfast Series and
Baltimore Women's Advisory Board
events.

In the meantime, save the date for:
GBC's 2020 Maryland General
Assembly Legislative Forum on
January 27, 2020

Find more event information.

President and CEO's Report

Did you miss the latest report? Read it here.

See More

GBC Member News

Girl Scouts of Central Maryland Sets Goal to Raise $7,500 for
#GivingTuesday
Girl Scouts of Central Maryland has set a goal to raise $7,500 for its #GivingTuesday
fundraiser. The goal amount is enough to cover the cost of membership for 300
girls. The organization will host its #GivingTuesday event on December 3, 2019,
from 5-9 p.m. at Alexander’s Tavern, 710 S. Broadway, Baltimore, Md., 21231.
Read more.

The Baltimore Sun: Port Covington developer will move offices to waterfront
project
The developer of Port Covington is moving its headquarters to the massive mixed-
use project it is building in South Baltimore. Weller Development Co., lead developer
of the $5.5 billion, 235-acre waterfront redevelopment, will open an office at City
Garage, also in Port Covington, in January. The company is leading the project for
owners Sagamore Development and New York investment bank Goldman Sachs. Its
office is currently located in a small single-story building at 1000 E. Key Highway in
Locust Point.
Read more.

McDaniel College Announces Eight New Undergraduate Majors
McDaniel College is adding eight new undergraduate majors beginning Fall 2020. The
new bachelor’s degrees include actuarial science, applied mathematics, biochemistry,
biomedical science, criminal justice, health sciences, marketing and writing and
publishing.
Read more.

https://gbc.org/gbc-announces-45th-annual-mayors-business-recognition-award-winners/
https://gbc.org/events/45th-annual-mayors-business-recognition-award-luncheon/
https://gbc.org/register-for-events/
https://gbc.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/2019-GBC-Presidents-Report-Final-for-Online-PQ.pdf
https://gbc.org/category/gbc-news/
https://gbc.org/girl-scouts-of-central-maryland-sets-goal-to-raise-7500-for-givingtuesday/
https://gbc.org/girl-scouts-of-central-maryland-sets-goal-to-raise-7500-for-givingtuesday/
https://gbc.org/the-baltimore-sun-port-covington-developer-will-move-offices-to-waterfront-project/
https://gbc.org/mcdaniel-college-announces-eight-new-undergraduate-majors/
https://gbc.org/mcdaniel-college-announces-eight-new-undergraduate-majors/


MD Energy Advisors recognized as Company of the Year
MD Energy Advisors was recognized by Senator Bill Ferguson on November 7, 2019,
as the 2019 Company of the Year for its "Conversations in the City" series. 
Read more.

Welcome to our new members
Alpha Graphics 
Shea Radiance

View more GBC Member News

Committee News

Health Care Committee

The GBC Health Care Committee met on November 11, 2019, and heard a
presentation from Kaiser Permanente's Executive Director of Account Management,
Gracelyn McDermott. McDermott discussed Kaiser Permanente's efforts to improve
health outcomes in Baltimore City and the region through investments and
preventative care. A study commissioned by Kaiser Permanente found that company
investments in housing, food, jobs and schools will equate to healthier Baltimore
City residents and increased economic output. Increased investments have potential
benefits that include reducing health care-related low productivity rates and
absentee days.

Bioscience Committee

The GBC Bioscience Committee met on November 19, 2019, and heard from two
Baltimore City higher education institutions on their work related to bioscience,
innovation and entrepreneurship. Mark VanderZyl, Senior Operations Manager for
Johns Hopkins Technology Ventures/FastFoward, briefed the Bioscience Committee
on efforts of Johns Hopkins University to build an innovation infrastructure in
Maryland by providing incubator space, raising investment funding and seeking
collaboration to advance translational capabilities. Jane Shaab, Senior Vice
President/Associate Vice President for Economic Development for the University of
Maryland BioPark, discussed the advancement of the BioPark's campus. The
University of Maryland, Baltimore is creating a campus environment that serves as
its own innovation district.

Education and Workforce Committee

The GBC Education and Workforce Committee convened on November 21, 2019. At
the request of Committee Chair Deamune Millard, President & CEO, Family League of
Baltimore, Adrea Turner, GBC's Director of Strategic Initiatives and Senior Policy
Advisor, provided an update on the status of the GBC Regional Workforce
Development Initiative. The committee then received an update on the status of the
Commission on Innovation and Excellence in Education's activity and
recommendations from Teresa Milio Birge, GBC Senior Policy Analyst and Special
Assistant. Finally, the committee discussed ideas for inclusion in its committee
project, a guide to assist schools and businesses in creating effective, sustainable
partnerships.

Upcoming Committee Meetings

https://gbc.org/md-energy-advisors-recognized-as-company-of-the-year/
https://gbc.org/md-energy-advisors-recognized-as-company-of-the-year/
https://www.alpha-graphics.net/
https://shearadiance.com/
https://gbc.org/category/member-news/


Economic Development Committee -- December 3
This meeting will feature Ben Siegel, Opportunity Zones Coordinator for the
Baltimore Development Corporation. He will discuss the Opportunity Zones program
in Baltimore City.
 
Public Safety Committee -- December 11
This meeting will be a joint meeting with the GBC Coalition for a Second Chance. The
speaker will be House of Delegates Judiciary Chair Luke Clippinger.

See more GBC committee news at gbc.org/committees.
For information about joining a committee, please call 410-727-2820.
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