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Howard Street Tunnel Project Funded
The GBC supported the project for more than a decade

For more than a decade, the GBC has supported the Howard Street Tunnel
Improvement Project and recently urged Governor Larry Hogan to find the $100
million needed to fund it.

On November 25, after months of negotiations, it was announced that the state of
Maryland and CSX Transportation had reached agreement on the additional $103
million in order for the project to move forward.

"The Greater Baltimore Committee commends Governor Hogan, state transportation
officials and CSX for their leadership in identifying the funds needed to advance this
project of tremendous significance to the Baltimore region," wrote GBC President
and CEO Donald C. Fry on December 5. "The GBC has advocated for this project for
more than a decade, and we applaud the collaboration and hard work of the public
and private entities whose persistence has made it possible." 

In a December 5 Baltimore Sun article, Maryland Department of Transportation then-
Secretary Pete Rahn stated, "I am pleased to report that our efforts have paid off.
At this point, the $466 million project is fully funded."

The GBC and members of the Baltimore Business Mobility Roundtable support the
project because they believe it will "remove a restrictive bottleneck and enhance
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freight capacity at the Port of Baltimore, resulting in significant economic impact to
the region and the state."

The four-year project will increase the height of the Howard Street Tunnel by 18
inches at 22 bridges between Baltimore and Philadelphia, allowing trains to carry
containers stacked two-high. Initiating double-stacking could generate 34,000 jobs
and a $2.9 billion economic impact for the region.

Read the December 5 Statement of Donald C. Fry, President and CEO, Greater
Baltimore Committee, on Maryland's Commitment to Fully Fund the Howard Street
Tunnel Improvement Project.

Also see:

The Baltimore Sun: Maryland, CSX find $103M in extra funding to let 'double-
stacked' freight move through Howard Street Tunnel

The Baltimore Sun: Baltimore Business Leaders Urge Hogan to Increase MTA
Funding

The Baltimore Sun: Have Thoughts About Baltimore-Area Transit? The MTA Wants
Input on Its Plans for the Next 25 Years

45th Annual Mayor's Business Recognition Awards

Pictured: 2019 Mayor's Business Recognition Award Winners with Mayor Jack Young (center),
GBC President and CEO Don Fry (center right), Baltimore Development Corporation President
and CEO Colin Tarbert (center back) and Chair of Baltimore Development Corporation August
Chiasera (center left). Photo courtesy of Mark Dennis, Office of the Mayor.

The 45th Annual Mayor's Business Recognition Award Luncheon was held at the
Renaissance Baltimore Harborplace Hotel on December 12.

Approximately 300 business leaders joined Mayor Jack Young, the Greater Baltimore
Committee and the Baltimore Development Corporation to honor 12 companies who
have demonstrated civic commitment for the betterment of Baltimore City and its
citizens.

The GBC congratulates all of this year's winners and thanks its 2019 sponsors.

See the list of winners here.
See photos from the event here.

https://gbc.org/statement-of-donald-c-fry-president-and-ceo-greater-baltimore-committee-on-marylands-commitment-to-fully-fund-the-howard-street-tunnel-improvement-project/
https://gbc.org/the-baltimore-sun-maryland-csx-find-103m-in-extra-funding-to-let-double-stacked-freight-move-through-howard-street-tunnel/
https://gbc.org/the-baltimore-sun-baltimore-business-leaders-urge-hogan-to-increase-mta-funding/
https://gbc.org/the-baltimore-sun-have-thoughts-about-baltimore-area-transit-the-mta-wants-input-on-its-plans-for-the-next-25-years/
https://gbc.org/gbc-announces-45th-annual-mayors-business-recognition-award-winners/
https://www.facebook.com/pg/GBCorg/photos/?tab=album&album_id=10159549510304466


GBC 2020 Event Sponsorship Program

Each year the Greater Baltimore Committee hosts many
programs and events that attract corporate CEOs, business
and political leaders, and young professionals from the
Greater Baltimore region. These events range from the
successful GBC Newsmaker Speaker Series presenting local
and regional influencers to our newest program -- the
Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Summit.

Sponsoring an event provides a unique way to connect,
share and build your brand. For 65 years, GBC events have consistently attracted
top business leaders. When your company supports a GBC event it receives
tremendous visibility through marketing collaterals that reach more than 10,000
readers.

Read more here.

To learn about event and sponsorship opportunities, see the GBC 2020 Event
Sponsorship Guide.

For more on sponsorship packages, contact Lisa Byrd, GBC's Director of Events and
Business Development, at 410-727-2820 ext. 40 or at lisab@gbc.org.

2020 Maryland General Assembly Legislative Forum

Join the Greater Baltimore Committee for its annual
Maryland General Assembly Legislative Forum on
January 27, 2020, at 7:30 a.m. at the Baltimore
Marriott Waterfront Hotel.

Senator Bill Ferguson, Maryland Senate President
nominee, and Kelly Schulz, Secretary of the
Department of Commerce, are confirmed
presenters at the forum. Other speakers will be announced at a later date.

The event highlights upcoming key policy issues for the 2020 Maryland General
Assembly legislative session.

Join the dialogue on such topics as:
The Kirwan Commission
Pimlico/Preakness Legislation
Legalization of Sports Betting
Maryland's Budget
Tax Increases or Elimination of Tax Credits
Transportation Projects and Public/Private Partnership Legislation

Get Tickets Now

Save the Date

The GBC is working on confirming dates for 2020 events, including the return of the
Newsmaker Speaker Series, Baltimore Women's Advisory Board programs and the
65th Annual Meeting.
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In the meantime, save the date for: The GBC 2020 Golf Classic on July 15, 2020,
at Greystone Golf Course.

More GBC News

Baltimore Business Journal: Saving Harborplace

For several decades, the Greater Baltimore Committee has been a staunch advocate
for the Inner Harbor and Harborplace and continues to work to enhance its viability
as a tourist destination and economic center for the region.

Developed by Jim Rouse, a former GBC Chairman, and opened in 1980, the property
has been in receivership since May 30, 2019 -- a situation GBC President and CEO
Don Fry found "disheartening" enough to warrant forming a task force in response.

This month, 12 Baltimore City leaders met at City Hall to discuss the future of
Harborplace.

On December 13, the Baltimore Business Journal wrote: "The marketplace — once
Baltimore's heartbeat which heralded a legendary urban renaissance — is half vacant
and overloaded with debt, default and image problems. It's mired in a court-ordered
receivership that stripped control from New York owner Ashkenazy Acquisition
Corp. and limited the city's oversight."

Civic leaders at the meeting, including Fry, City Solicitor Andre Davis and Abell
Foundation President and GBC Board Member Robert Embry, were "focused on one
thing: Giving Baltimore's citizens a voice in the battle to salvage the landmark."

Read more.

Nominate someone for Next Up class of 2020

GBC's Next Up Program provides learning and networking opportunities for
employees of GBC member organizations who are under the age of 40 and have
been nominated by their organization's leadership as having the potential to be in a
leadership role within the next few years.

Participants also take part in professional and personal development activities, as
well as discussions on relevant topics of the day.

Company CEOs may nominate an employee for the 2020 Next Up class in writing.
Please send your nominations to GBC Executive Assistant Jennifer Paglia at
jenniferp@gbc.org.

GBC Welcomes New
Staff Members

The GBC is excited to welcome two
new staff members to its team:

Jeremy Rosendale, Director of
Member Engagement & External Affairs

Zoe Adams, Public Relations Associate

Jeremy may be reached at 410-727-

2020 Member
Directory

Watch for the
2020 Member
Directory coming
to your office
and email
mailboxes in the
next few days!

In addition to
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2820 ext. 15 or by email at
jeremyr@gbc.org.

Zoe may be reached at 410-727-2820
ext. 11 or by email at zoea@gbc.org.

member listings and annual event
highlights, this year's edition features a
special commemorative retrospective
for GBC's 65th Anniversary.

See More GBC News

GBC Member News

BB&T and SunTrust Complete Merger of Equals to Become Truist
Truist Financial Corporation announced the completion of the merger of equals
between BB&T Corporation and SunTrust Banks, Inc., that went into effect
on December 6, 2019. Truist is the sixth largest U.S. commercial bank, serving
approximately 10 million consumer households and a full range of business clients,
with leading market share in many of the most attractive, high-growth markets in
the country.
Read more.

GBC Member Companies Named as Baltimore Sun's Top Workplaces for 2019
The Greater Baltimore Committee congratulates several member companies for being
named among the Baltimore Sun's Top Workplaces for 2019.
See which member companies made the list.

BCCC Part of New National Biotechnology Center Funded by $7.5 Million NSF
Grant
Baltimore City Community College (BCCC) was awarded $200,000 to establish its
biotechnology program in Baltimore City's Edmondson-Westside and Western high
schools, as a partner in a new national biotechnology center funded by the National
Science Foundation (NSF). The award is part of a $7.5 million grant from the NSF
Advanced Technological Education program to address the rising demand for highly
skilled biology technicians.
Read more.

2020 Janet & Walter Sondheim Artscape Prize applications are now open
The Baltimore Office of Promotion & The Arts (BOPA) announces that the application
for the 15th annual Janet & Walter Sondheim Artscape Prize is now available. The
prestigious competition awards a $25,000 fellowship to assist in furthering the
career of a visual artist or visual artist collaborators living and working in the Greater
Baltimore region. 
Apply here.

View more GBC Member News

Committee News

Serve on a GBC Committee!

Are you interested in supporting regional business growth, job creation,
entrepreneurship and innovation? As a GBC member, you can work on projects and
policies by joining a GBC committee.
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Get involved and have your opinion heard on one of our committees:

Bioscience
Bridging the Gap 
Economic Development
Education and Workforce
Health Care  
Innovation and Technology
Public Safety
Tourism, Entertainment and Culture 
Transportation & Mobility

To join a committee, go to gbc.org/committees/ or contact Tara Harris, Committee
Coordinator, 410-727-2820 ext. 35 or by email at tarah@gbc.org.

Committee Update

Public Safety Committee and the Coalition for a
Second Chance
On December 11, 2019, members of the GBC Public
Safety Committee and the Coalition for a Second
Chance welcomed Maryland House Judiciary Chairman
Luke Clippinger (pictured, center) to a joint
committee meeting to discuss legislative priorities for
the 2020 Session and strategies for improving public
safety in Baltimore City and across Maryland.

2020 Transportation and Mobility Committee Dates Announced

January 29
March 25
May 19
July 29
September 23
November 17

See more GBC committee news at gbc.org/committees.
For information about joining a committee, please call Tara Harris at 410-727-2820

ext. 35.

Sponsors

Ambassador Sponsors

Signature Sponsors
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Find GBC Events

Connect with us
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