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Don Fry Commentary: Maryland Transportation Planning Needs to
Include Baltimore Region

Transportation needs will be among many of the major topics up for debate during
this year's General Assembly session. What happens could affect Marylanders — and
more importantly the Baltimore region — for decades.

Ensuring that residents and businesses have access to efficient and connected
transportation networks is of paramount importance for the Baltimore area, which
has experienced significant disinvestment in recent years under the current state
administration as transportation dollars have flowed disproportionately to the
Washington suburbs.

Decisions made by state officials and elected leaders today will impact the Baltimore
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region's transportation system for decades.

As the 2020 legislative session commences, the business community in Greater
Baltimore encourages state officials to consider carefully how and where state
transportation dollars are being spent and whether these choices are geographically
balanced and truly reflect the priorities of businesses and residents across Maryland.

Read more here.

GBC 2020 Legislative Priorities

The 2020 session of the Maryland General Assembly will
address a number of issues that will influence state policy for
decades. The 90-day session will likely be dominated by
education reform funding. The GBC will be actively engaged in
these and other major issues, including legislation to keep the
Preakness Stakes at Pimlico, ensuring business tax incentives
are protected, advocating for regional transportation priorities
and seeking solutions to public safety concerns in the Greater
Baltimore region.

The GBC will focus its efforts on the following top priorities:
Advocating for inclusive policies and programs that strengthen economic
competitiveness and job creation.
Improving public safety through enhanced coordination among criminal justice
agencies and implementation of comprehensive violence reduction strategies.
Strengthening education and workforce systems to prioritize equity,
accountability and alignment with Maryland's high-growth industry sectors.
Advocating for a balanced transportation policy and funding priorities that
create interconnected, multimodal transportation networks and promote
equitable investment in systems across regions, modes and communities.

The GBC looks forward to working with policymakers to advance these priorities. By
working together to leverage our assets, advance inclusionary policies, and enhance
opportunities, we can be confident that Maryland will be recognized as a leader in
the global economy.

Read the 2020 Legislative Priorities report here.
Also see: 2020 GBC Legislative Priorities Card

2020 Maryland General Assembly Legislative Forum
Don't miss the Greater Baltimore Committee's annual Maryland General Assembly
Legislative Forum on January 27, 2020, at 7:30 a.m. at the Baltimore Marriott
Waterfront Hotel. Tickets are selling fast.

Senator Bill Ferguson, Maryland Senate President; Kelly Schulz, Secretary of the
Department of Commerce; Senator J.B. Jennings, Senate Minority Leader; and
Delegate Eric G. Luedtke, House Majority Leader, are confirmed presenters at the
forum.

The event highlights key policy issues expected during the 2020 Maryland General
Assembly legislative session, which kicked off January 8 and ends April 6.

Get Tickets Now

Regional Workforce Development Initiative
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The Greater Baltimore Committee is leading a Regional Workforce Development
Initiative to examine the region's future workforce needs in high-growth, high-
demand industries and the skills that will be required to meet those needs over the
next 10 years.

The first phase of the initiative has identified the top 20 family-supporting
occupations in the industry areas of Business Services, Construction, Information
Technology and Health Care that are forecast to grow the most over the next
decade. In the second phase of the initiative, the Steering Committee has compiled
an inventory of the current education and training programs that are being offered
across the Greater Baltimore region to prepare Maryland workers for the identified
occupations.

Currently, the GBC is convening roundtable discussions with industry leaders to
determine where training and skill gaps exist, which programs and partnerships are
working well and should be scaled, and to offer recommendations to align programs
and systems with the skills profiles of future job opportunities. The goal is to ensure
that the region's high-growth industries have a pipeline of highly-skilled workers
who can contribute to the region's future economic stability and growth. 

For more information, contact Adrea Turner, Director of Strategic Initiatives and
Senior Policy Advisor, at adreat@gbc.org.

CollegeBound Foundation

On January 16, 2020, The Greater Baltimore Committee
joined with the CollegeBound Foundation to host a
business networking event for area college students. Alicia
Wilson, Chair of the CollegeBound Foundation Board and
Vice President for Economic Development at the Johns
Hopkins University and Johns Hopkins Health System,
provided introductions and discussed effective networking
skills.

CollegeBound Scholars learned about proper interview
techniques and conversation style. Following a warm-up exercise, students had the
opportunity to interview with several GBC member companies including Atapco
Properties, BG&E, The Bozzuto Group, CareFirst BlueCross BlueShield, Centerplate,
Comcast, Community College of Baltimore County, Corporate Office Properties
Trust, Howard Bank, Johns Hopkins Medicine, Kaiser Permanente, M&T Bank,
Mahogany, Maryland Auto Insurance, McCormick & Company, SECU,
Sontiq, Southway Builders, T.Rowe Price and WebbMason Marketing.

GBC Check-In: Austin Davis, 2020 Project Manager, Baltimore City

Since 1790, the U.S. government has conducted the
decennial census, as mandated by the Constitution. The
census aims to count the entire population, and gathers data
about sex, age, race, living situations and the number of
people per household. According to the United States
Census Bureau, response rates have declined due to the
overload of information requests that citizens receive.
However, responses to the 2020 Census are crucial to the
country, Maryland and Baltimore City. Responses affect
federal funding, representation in Congress, the Maryland
General Assembly and local government, and economic
growth factors.

The GBC spoke with Austin Davis, Census 2020 Project Manager for Baltimore City,
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to learn more about how crucial participation in the census is for citizens of
Maryland.

Read more.

Register for the Jan. 31 Newsmaker Speaker Series -- United States Census
2020: What it Means to You as a Citizen and Taxpayer.

GBC Baltimore City Election 2020 Coverage

Baltimore City enters the new decade at a crossroads. The 2020 Citywide elections
provide an excellent opportunity for the City to turn the corner with bold leadership.
The Greater Baltimore Committee will actively engage businesses and residents in
Baltimore to enhance awareness of issues and participation in the election. Planning
is underway for a mayoral forum and a "get to know the candidates" social for young
professionals. 

Stay in the know about the upcoming election by visiting the 2020 Baltimore Election
special section on our website. Share your thoughts about the election with us by
using #bold4baltimore.

More GBC News

GBC 2020 Event Sponsorship Program

Each year the Greater Baltimore Committee hosts many
programs and events that attract corporate CEOs, business
and political leaders, and young professionals from the
Greater Baltimore region. These events range from the
successful GBC Newsmaker Speaker Series presenting local
and regional influencers to our newest program -- the
Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Summit and our upcoming
65th Annual Meeting.

Sponsoring an event provides a unique way to connect, share and build your brand.
For 65 years, GBC events have consistently attracted top business leaders. When
your company supports a GBC event it receives tremendous visibility through
marketing collaterals that reach more than 10,000 readers.

Read more here.

To learn about event and sponsorship opportunities, see the GBC 2020 Event
Sponsorship Guide.

For more on sponsorship packages, contact Lisa Byrd, GBC's Director of Events and
Business Development, at 410-727-2820 ext. 40 or at lisab@gbc.org.

Nominations for Next Up class of 2020

Why nominate a professional from your organization for Next Up's third class?

GBC's Next Up Program provides learning and networking opportunities for
employees of GBC member organizations who are under the age of 40 and have
been nominated by their organization's leadership as having the potential to be in a
leadership role within the next few years.

Participants take part in professional and personal development activities, as well as
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discussions on relevant topics of the day.

Destiny-Simone Ramjohn, Ph.D., 2018 Next Up participant, had this to say about
her experience as a part of program:

"As a public heath sociologist, I know the essential role social capital plays in
achieving business success. This is precisely why I was thrilled to participate in the
GBC's inaugural cohort of Next Up. Next Up offered me an unparalleled opportunity
to enhance my knowledge of the key issues impacting the well being among our
region's residents while creating unique networking opportunities that fostered
collaborative, reciprocal relationships with Baltimore's nextgen leaders. Achieving
Baltimore's greatest destiny requires that we eliminate silos and work together
across industry to create a bigger, better, brighter and economically thriving
Baltimore. As a participant in Next Up, I took one step closer to achieving that
solution."

Company CEOs may nominate an employee for the 2020 Next Up class in writing.
Please send your nominations to GBC Executive Assistant Jennifer Paglia at
jenniferp@gbc.org.

Save the Dates

The GBC is working on confirming dates for 2020
events.

In the meantime, register for:

2020 Maryland General Assembly Legislative Forum on January 27, 2020,
at the Baltimore Marriott Waterfront Hotel
Newsmaker Speaker Series: United States Census 2020: What It Means
to You as a Citizen and Taxpayer? on January 31, 2020, at the Greater
Baltimore Committee
Newsmaker Speaker Series with Dr. David Wilson, President of Morgan
State University, on February 19, 2020, at the Greater Baltimore Committee
Newsmaker Speaker Series: Public Safety in Baltimore -- Does Progress
Lie Ahead? on March 4, 2020, at the Greater Baltimore Committee
GBC's 65th Annual Meeting on May 11, 2020, at the Renaissance Baltimore
Harborplace Hotel
The GBC 2020 Golf Classic on July 15, 2020, at Greystone Golf Course

View All Events

2020 Member Directory

The 2020 Member Directory is published!

In addition to member listings and annual event highlights,
this year's edition features a special commemorative
retrospective for GBC's 65th Anniversary.

View the online edition now.

See More GBC News
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GBC Member News

BCCC & Center for Urban Families Awarded $495K from Kresge Foundation
for Career-Training Partnership
The Kresge Foundation awarded a $495,000 grant to support a partnership
between the Center for Urban Families (CFUF) and Baltimore City Community College
(BCCC) to connect 100 individuals with low incomes to critical human service
supports and educational pathways to advance social and economic mobility.
Read more.

Morgan State University President Receives Authorization to Pursue Affiliate
Agreement to Add New College of Osteopathic Medicine
As part of an ongoing effort to fulfill Morgan State University's designation as
Maryland's Preeminent Public Urban Research University, its Board of Regents has
authorized Morgan President David Wilson, Ed.D., to explore the prospect of
bringing a new medical school to the campus through a strategic partnership.
Read more.

LifeBridge Health Announces New President for Sinai Hospital of Baltimore
LifeBridge Health announced on January 8, 2020, that Daniel Blum will join the
organization in April as President of Sinai Hospital of Baltimore and Grace Medical
Center, taking over responsibilities from Jonathan Ringo, M.D., who will step away
from his position to become the founder and chief executive officer of a new
telemedicine company.
Read more.

Does your company have news to share? Submit news items to Zoe Adams, Public
Relations Associate, at zoea@gbc.org for consideration.

View more GBC Member News

Committee News

2020 Policy Committee Meeting Dates Announced!

The GBC Policy Committee Meeting dates for 2020 have been announced. To view
the schedule and for meeting dates and times, go  here.

Serve on a GBC Committee!

Are you interested in supporting regional business growth, job creation,
entrepreneurship and innovation? As a GBC member, you can work on projects and
policies by joining a GBC committee.

Get involved and have your opinion heard on one of our committees:
Economic Development
Education and Workforce
Bridging the Gap 
Bioscience
Health Care  
Innovation and Technology
Transportation & Mobility
Public Safety
Tourism, Entertainment and Culture 
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To join a committee, go to gbc.org/committees or contact Tara Harris, Committee
Coordinator, 410-727-2820 ext. 35, or by email at tarah@gbc.org.

Signature Sponsors

65th Annual Meeting Title Sponsor
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