
Featured GBC News

GBC's Don Fry calls on Maryland General Assembly to
OK $375M Pimlico deal

During the 2019 legislative session, the GBC urged the state legislature to press
pause on what had become a highly emotional debate and to encourage the
involved parties to negotiate prior to passing legislation that would significantly
modify the funding structure for racing facilities and dramatically alter the tradition
of horse racing in Maryland.

Following months of intense debate, involved parties and stakeholders quietly
convened and began negotiations to identify solutions for the future of horse racing
in Maryland. These negotiations resulted in a solution that will allow the Preakness
Stakes to continue running in Baltimore — where it belongs — while also improving
facilities at Laurel Park and Timonium and positively impacting the communities
adjacent to the Pimlico Race Track.

In this year's General Assembly session, the GBC is urging members of the Maryland
General Assembly to recognize the significance of this proposal to the preservation
of the state's horse racing industry and tradition, and to cross the finish line by
passing this important legislation.

Read Don Fry's commentary that appeared in the Baltimore Business Journal here.

https://gbc.org/gbcs-fry-calls-on-maryland-general-assembly-to-ok-375m-pimlico-deal/
https://www.umms.org/
https://www.att.com/
https://www.bge.com/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.medstarhealth.org/
https://www.merrittproperties.com/
https://www.accenture.com/us-en


Maryland General Assembly
Legislative Forum

GBC's 2020 Maryland General Assembly
Legislative Forum took place on January
27, 2020, at the Baltimore Marriott
Waterfront. Moderator Jeff Salkin of
Maryland Public Television led the
discussion on key policy issues to be
addressed in the 2020 Maryland General
Assembly legislative session. Speakers
included Secretary of Commerce Kelly Schulz, Senate President Bill Ferguson,
Senator J.B. Jennings, Delegate Eric Luedtke and Delegate Stephanie Smith. They
discussed many topics including the Kirwan Commission, keeping the Preakness in
Baltimore, public safety and more.

Thank you to our event sponsors University of Maryland Medical System, AT&T, BGE,
CareFirst BlueCross BlueShield, MedStar Health, Merritt Companies, Comcast and
The Daily Record.

Read more here.
See photos from the event here.

Pictured above (left to right): Moderator and journalist Jeff Salkin with panelists Senator J.B.
Jennings, Delegate Stephanie Smith, Senate President Bill Ferguson, Delegate Eric Luedtke,
Secretary of Commerce Kelly Schulz and GBC President and CEO Don Fry.

GBC weighs in on legislation as General Assembly Session starts

The GBC is extremely active in the 2020 Maryland General Assembly session, which
kicked off January 8. Legislation that the GBC has weighed in on includes proposals
to tax digital advertising revenue, creation of a tax reform commission and
measures that require corporations to use a method of tax accounting known as
combined reporting.
Read more.

Additionally, GBC CEO and President Don Fry joined a panel of business and
workforce organizations on February 4, 2020, to testify in support of the Transit
Safety and Investment Act (HB 368) in the House Appropriations Committee.

View the position statement here.

See more 2020 legislative session bill positions here.

GBC Baltimore City Election 2020 Coverage

Baltimore City enters the new decade at a crossroads.
The 2020 Citywide elections provide an excellent
opportunity for the City to turn the corner with bold
leadership. The GBC will actively engage businesses
and residents in Baltimore to enhance awareness of
issues and to urge participation in the election.
Planning is underway for a mayoral forum and a "get to
know the candidates" social for young professionals. 

Stay in the know about the upcoming election by visiting the 2020 Baltimore
Election special section on gbc.org. Share your thoughts about the election with us
by using #bold4baltimore.

Meet the candidates running for Mayor and City Council here.

https://gbc.org/baltimore-business-journal-maryland-must-ensure-preakness-stays-in-baltimore-senate-minority-leader-says/
https://gbc.org/gallery/maryland-general-assembly-legislative-forum-2020/
https://gbc.org/gbc-weighs-in-on-legislation-as-2020-general-assembly-session-starts/
https://gbc.org/gbc-weighs-in-on-legislation-as-2020-general-assembly-session-starts/
https://gbc.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/HB0HB0368-2.4.20-Maryland-Transit-Administration-Funding-Transit-Safety-and-Investment-Act.pdf
https://gbc.org/2020-legislative-session-bill-positions/
https://gbc.org/category/election-2020/
https://gbc.org/2020-baltimore-city-election-meet-the-candidates/


More GBC News

GBC's Don Fry comments on MSA's vote on
Baltimore Convention Center study
 
The Maryland Stadium Authority's (MSA) Board of
Directors announced on February 4 that it had approved
a request from the Mayor of the City of Baltimore to
develop a concept design for the modernization of the
Baltimore Convention Center. The Greater Baltimore
Committee has been a long-time supporter of the push
to modernize the Baltimore Convention Center and is supportive of the MSA's recent
action.

GBC President and CEO Donald C. Fry, said, "The tourism and visitor industry is an
important driver of the region's economy. To remain competitive, the Baltimore
Convention Center, the state's convention center, needs to be larger in scale,
modernized with updated amenities, and equipped with the latest technology to
meet the evolving demands of the convention and visitor industry. It is imperative
that this effort move forward with a sense of urgency to ensure that a project can be
designed that takes into account budget concerns, while delivering a transformative
project that will continue to be an economic benefit to the state, region, and City of
Baltimore." 

Read more.

GBC would sit on proposed panel to review Maryland's tax code

A proposed 17-member blue ribbon state panel to review Maryland's tax code and
make reform recommendations will include a representative of the Greater Baltimore
Committee.

Sen. Brian Feldman has introduced a bill in the Maryland General Assembly this year
to create the Commission on Tax Policy, Reform, and Fairness. If established, the
panel would conduct a comprehensive review of Maryland's tax code and make
reform recommendations to the governor, the Baltimore Business Journal reported
in a January 22 article. The GBC supports Sen. Feldman’s bill.

See GBC bill positions here.

Read the article.

What new steps is Commissioner Harrison taking
to fight crime?

Baltimore City Police Commissioner Michael Harrison,
along with Baltimore Mayor Bernard C. "Jack" Young
and Baltimore City State's Attorney Marilyn Mosby,
recently told state lawmakers that they're launching
nine "Baltimore Community Intelligence Centers"
modeled on the Chicago Police Department's Strategic
Decision Support Centers. In Chicago, murders have
fallen during the past three years. Last year, 492 people were the victim of homicide
in Chicago, down from 778 in 2016, according to The Baltimore Sun. The Baltimore
community centers would use data analysis and technology for crime control.

Learn more by attending the March 4, 2020, Newsmaker Speaker Series with
Commissioner Harrison: Public Safety in Baltimore – Does Progress Lie

https://gbc.org/greater-baltimore-committees-don-fry-comments-on-msas-vote-on-baltimore-convention-center-study/
https://gbc.org/2020-legislative-session-bill-positions/
https://www.bizjournals.com/baltimore/news/2020/01/22/maryland-lawmakers-eye-tax-reform-to-keep-up-with.html
https://gbc.org/events/newsmaker-speaker-series-public-safety-in-baltimore-does-progress-lie-ahead/


Ahead? 

Register now

Mark Your Calendars!

The GBC is working on dates for all 2020 events.

Please join us for:

Newsmaker Speaker Series with Dr.
David Wilson, President of Morgan State
University, on February 19, 2020, at the Greater Baltimore Committee
Newsmaker Speaker Series with Police Commissioner Michael
Harrison: Public Safety in Baltimore -- Does Progress Lie Ahead? on
March 4, 2020, at the Greater Baltimore Committee
Baltimore Women's Advisory Board: Fearless Leadership -- Take Risks
and Abandon Your Comfort Zone Sold Out! on March 18, at Brown
Advisory
GBC's 65th Annual Meeting on May 11, 2020, at the Renaissance Baltimore
Harborplace Hotel
The GBC 2020 Golf Classic  on July 15, 2020, at Greystone Golf Course

Save the Date

The 46th Annual Mayor's Business Recognition Award Luncheon  will be held
on December 10, 2020, but it's not too early to start thinking about deserving
organizations you'd like to nominate. For more information, contact Lisa Byrd,
Director of Events and Business Development at 410-727-2820 ext. 40, or
lisab@gbc.org.

See the list of 2019 winners here.

View All Events

2020 Member Directory

The 2020 Member Directory is published!

In addition to member listings and annual event highlights,
this year's edition features a special commemorative
retrospective for GBC's 65th Anniversary.

View the online edition now.

See More GBC News
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GBC Member News

Members of GBC Board of Directors recognized as The Daily Record's
Influential Marylander Award Winners
The Daily Record recognized 52 individuals for the Influential Marylander awards. Of
the 52 individuals selected, eight sit on the GBC's Board of Directors. Two honorees
from the Board of Directors are also joining the Circle of Influence in 2020. 
The GBC congratulates all the honorees.
Read more.

Members of GBC Board of Directors recognized as Baltimore Business
Journal's Power 10 Award winners
The Baltimore Business Journal recognized individuals as winners of the 2020 Power
10 Awards. Five of the Power 10 award winners are members of the GBC Board of
Directors. The GBC congratulates all the winners.
Read more.

HopkinsLocal announces new goals for investing in Baltimore
Johns Hopkins University and Health Systems announced new HopkinsLocal goals
focusing on addressing inequality in Baltimore and boosting the Baltimore economy.
Read more.

T. Rowe Price Group Reports Fourth Quarter and Full Year 2019 Results
T. Rowe Price Group, Inc. released its fourth quarter and full year reports for 2019.
Read more.

McCormick Reports 2019 Financial Results
McCormick & Company, Inc., reported financial results for the fourth quarter and
fiscal year 2019. 
Read more.

FDA Awards $914,600 Contract to Morgan State University to Optimize the
Quality of Botanical Drug Products
A recent research award of $914,600 from the U.S. Food and Drug Administration's
Center for Drug Evaluation and Research, Office of Pharmaceutical Quality (OPQ) has
put Morgan State University in a prime position to explore the approaches to
address the quality of botanical drug products. 
Read more.

Does your company have news to share? Submit news items to Zoe Adams, Public
Relations Associate, at zoea@gbc.org for consideration.

Welcome to Our New Members

Southern Management Corporation

Ziger/Snead Architects

View more GBC Member News

Committee News

Transportation and Mobility Committee 

On February 3, Baltimore City Councilmember
Ryan Dorsey, Chair of the Transportation
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Committee (pictured at podium), attended
the Transportation and Mobility Committee
meeting to provide an overview of his near-
term vision for transportation in Baltimore
City. 

Public Safety Committee and Coalition
for a Second Chance

The GBC's Public Safety Committee and
Coalition for a Second Chance welcomed
Baltimore City Associate District Court Judge
Nicole Pastore (pictured second from left) on
January 22, 2020, to provide an update on
the Baltimore City District Court Re-Entry
Project. The program connects Baltimore City
residents with job opportunities and job and
educational training. The program is designed

to be an alternative to incarceration and to reduce recidivism. 

The next Public Safety Committee meeting is February 14 at noon. Baltimore Police
Department Deputy Commissioner of Operations Michael Sullivan will discuss
Baltimore City crime statistics and other matters related to the Baltimore Police
Department.

Serve on a GBC Committee!

Are you interested in supporting regional business growth, job creation,
entrepreneurship and innovation? As a GBC member, you can work on projects and
policies by joining a GBC committee.

Get involved and have your opinion heard on one of our committees:
Economic Development
Education and Workforce
Bridging the Gap 
Bioscience
Health Care  
Innovation and Technology
Transportation & Mobility
Public Safety
Tourism, Entertainment and Culture 

To join a committee, go to gbc.org/committees or contact Tara Harris, Committee
Coordinator, 410-727-2820 ext. 35, or by email at tarah@gbc.org.

2020 Sponsors

Ambassador

Signature
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65th Annual Meeting Title Sponsor

Find GBC Events

Connect with us
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