
Featured GBC News

Regional Cooperation on Transportation Press Conference

Pictured: GBC President and CEO Don Fry, Executive Director of Baltimore Metropolitan Council
Michael Kelly and Howard County Executive Calvin Ball (left to right) at the Feb. 12 press
conference.

The Greater Baltimore Committee, the Mayor of Baltimore and the county executives
of Anne Arundel, Baltimore and Howard counties highlighted the importance of
regional cooperation and planning as well as investing in the Baltimore region's
transportation network at a press conference in Annapolis on February 12, 2020.

The press conference was held to support Senate Bill 424 and House Bill 368
requiring the state Department of Transportation to boost spending on bus and rail
projects. The bills are sponsored by Delegate Brooke Lierman and Senator Craig
Zucker.

During the event, GBC President and CEO Don Fry mentioned the General
Assembly's approval of a gas tax increase in 2013 and said, "There has only been a
2% increase in capital spending in the MTA since that revenue increase. Contrast
that to the State Highway Administration, which has seen a 77% increase. This
would help us get some projects in the pipeline."

https://youtu.be/M2iy_qowzgg
https://www.umms.org/
https://www.att.com/
https://www.bge.com/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.medstarhealth.org/
https://www.merrittproperties.com/
https://www.accenture.com/us-en


See coverage from the press conference here.
Watch the press conference at facebook.com/gbcorg.

Don Fry Commentary:
A Winning Bet for Maryland Horse Racing 

"Last year the future of the Preakness Stakes
running in Baltimore was grim as legislation
pending in the Maryland General Assembly would
have consolidated all racing activities including
the running of the Preakness Stakes at Laurel
Park. The proposal led to a highly emotional
debate that continued up until the last day of the

legislative session, but the proposal ultimately failed.

But something good emerged from the raucous debate.

The parties and stakeholders quietly convened, negotiated and found a meeting of
the minds. The plan calls for most horse racing activities to be consolidated at
Laurel Park — a top priority of the Stronach Group and the Maryland Jockey Club.

Laurel and Timonium racing facilities will receive more financial support. The
facilities at Pimlico will receive a "face lift" and the Preakness Stakes will continue to
be run annually in Baltimore -- where it belongs.

It's time for our elected officials to approve this bold plan so that all Marylanders can
join together in the winner's circle and celebrate the state's horse racing industry
and tradition."

Read and listen to the complete WBAL NewsRadio commentary here.

Watch the "Racing for the Future" video here and learn more about the
commitment to keeping the Preakness in Baltimore at racingforthefuture.org.

More GBC News

Dr. David Wilson at GBC's
Newsmaker Speaker Series

 
Morgan State University President Dr. David
Wilson spoke at the February 19 event to
highlight some of the university's recent
accomplishments under his leadership.

"I saw challenges and I saw opportunities,"
Dr. Wilson said about his first impression of
Baltimore and the neighborhoods surrounding
the Morgan campus. Those opportunities became the "Morgan Community Mile,"
which is the university's effort to focus on the communities around campus with
programs for education and youth development, public health safety and economic
development. The university is also spearheading the Northwood Shopping Center
site plan.

During his talk, Dr. Wilson highlighted several of Morgan's key success stories,
including receiving major grants from the NIH and NASA, expanding by offering
degree programs in Africa, developing a strong cybersecurity department and an
alumni giving participation rate of 17%, which is "the highest of any institution in the
state of Maryland and among the highest of any public institution nationally," Dr.
Wilson said.

Dr. Wilson closed his talk by emphasizing the economic impact Morgan has on both

https://gbc.org/coverage-from-feb-12-2020-regional-cooperation-on-transportation-press-conference/
https://www.facebook.com/GBCorg/videos/2395328623906132/
https://gbc.org/wp-admin/post.php?post=116602&action=edit
https://gbc.org/wp-admin/post.php?post=116602&action=edit
https://gbc.org/don-fry-commentary-on-wbal-newsradio-a-winning-bet-for-maryland-horse-racing/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c8w1_0kbqjk&feature=youtu.be
https://racingforthefuture.org/


Maryland and Baltimore. "Morgan is an investment. We know the quality of students
that we produce," he said.

Also see: The Daily Record: Four takeaways from David Wilson's GBC appearance

Philanthropy Tank program comes to Baltimore

Evan C. Deoul and Michael L. Kohner founded Philanthropy Tank in 2015 with the
goal of helping students of Palm Beach County, Fla., positively influence their
community and provide them with skills that can influence their career paths. The
program allows students in grades 8 to 12 to choose a social issue that is important
to them and relevant in their community, and then create and execute a project with
the help of Philanthropist-Investors. Philanthropist-Investors contribute $50,000
over two years to fund the student projects and Philanthropy Tank's operations, and
also mentor the students during the first year of their projects.

Heading into its fifth year, Philanthropy Tank has come to Baltimore, which
represents the program's first expansion market.

To learn about how you or your company can be involved, contact Joann Levy,
Executive Director of Philanthropy Tank at jlevy@philanthropytank.org.

Read more here.

Baltimore Women's Advisory Board on the importance of the
#bWomen initiative

The GBC recently met with several Baltimore Women's Advisory Board members to
hear about the importance of the #bWomen initiative in advance of the group's sold
out March 18 Fearless Leadership: Take Risks and Abandon Your Comfort
Zone event, hosted by the GBC.

Hear from board members Gracelyn McDermott, Kaiser Permanente; Violet Apple,
Girl Scouts of Central Maryland; Dr. Jennifer Stano, Towson University and Kristin
Kosmides, Legg Mason (in above video, left to right) on such topics as:

Baltimore as a national leader in gender equality
Diversity in top-level management
The importance of risk-taking
The next generation of women in the workforce

The Baltimore Sun: Expanding state sales tax to pay for school
improvements would 'destroy our economy,' Maryland Gov. Hogan says

https://gbc.org/the-daily-record-four-takeaways-from-david-wilsons-gbc-appearance/
mailto:jlevy@philanthropytank.org
https://gbc.org/philanthropy-tank-program-comes-to-baltimore/
https://gbc.org/events/baltimore-womens-advisory-board-fearless-leadership-take-risks-and-abandon-your-comfort-zone/
https://youtu.be/M2iy_qowzgg
https://youtu.be/fMWbmgpCIck
https://youtu.be/ruHSGD8ulEc
https://youtu.be/nhXmX_QkID4
https://gbc.org/the-baltimore-sun-expanding-state-sales-tax-to-pay-for-school-improvements-would-destroy-our-economy-maryland-gov-hogan-says/


Maryland Governor Larry Hogan vowed February 20 to oppose a proposed change in
the sales tax that would reduce the rate but expand who pays it by charging it on an
array of services from landscaping to lawyers. GBC President and CEO Don Fry also
expressed concern that "significant tax reform of this magnitude" was introduced
without enough time for discussion. He suggested instead that lawmakers form a
commission to study potential changes in the tax code.
Read more.

BBJ: Maryland businesses fight to save millions in tax credits in Annapolis

Dozens of people from industries across Maryland went to Annapolis on February 12
to testify against a bill that would eliminate many of the state's business tax credit
and incentive programs.
Read more.

More GBC News

Commissioner Michael Harrison on Public Safety

Join Baltimore City's 41st Police Commissioner on March 4,
2020, at the GBC Newsmaker Speaker Series with
Commissioner Harrison: Public Safety in Baltimore –
Does Progress Lie Ahead?

Commissioner Harrison will discuss such topics as:
Factors driving violent crime in Baltimore City
Crime reduction strategies including the Focused
Deterrence Program and Baltimore Community
Intelligence Centers
New Baltimore City Police Department initiatives including aerial surveillance
and officer recruitment

Register now

Mark Your Calendars!

The GBC is working on dates for all 2020 events.
Please join us for:

Baltimore Women's Advisory Board: Fearless
Leadership -- Take Risks and Abandon Your
Comfort Zone Sold Out! on March 18, at Brown Advisory
GBC's 65th Annual Meeting on May 11, 2020, at the Renaissance Baltimore
Harborplace Hotel
The GBC 2020 Golf Classic  on July 15, 2020, at Greystone Golf Course

Save the Date

The 46th Annual Mayor's Business Recognition Award Luncheon  will be held
on December 10, 2020. It's not too early to start thinking about deserving
organizations you'd like to nominate. For more information, contact Lisa Byrd,
Director of Events and Business Development at 410-727-2820 ext. 40, or
lisab@gbc.org.

See the list of 2019 winners here.

https://gbc.org/the-baltimore-sun-expanding-state-sales-tax-to-pay-for-school-improvements-would-destroy-our-economy-maryland-gov-hogan-says/
https://gbc.org/bbj-maryland-businesses-fight-to-save-millions-in-tax-credits-in-annapolis/
https://gbc.org/bbj-maryland-businesses-fight-to-save-millions-in-tax-credits-in-annapolis/
https://gbc.org/category/gbc-news/
https://gbc.org/events/newsmaker-speaker-series-public-safety-in-baltimore-does-progress-lie-ahead/
https://gbc.org/events/newsmaker-speaker-series-public-safety-in-baltimore-does-progress-lie-ahead/
https://gbc.org/events/baltimore-womens-advisory-board-fearless-leadership-take-risks-and-abandon-your-comfort-zone/
https://gbc.org/events/gbcs-65th-annual-meeting-may/
https://gbc.org/events/2020-gbc-golf-classic/
mailto:lisab@gbc.org
https://gbc.org/gbc-announces-45th-annual-mayors-business-recognition-award-winners/


View All Events

President and CEO's Report

Did you miss the latest report? Read it here.

GBC Member News

The Baltimore Sun: Baltimore's Legg Mason to be acquired by California
investment giant Franklin Templeton
California-based mutual fund giant Franklin Templeton announced a $4.5 billion deal
February 18 to acquire Legg Mason, an institution with 121 years of roots in the
city.
Read more.
Also see: The Daily Record: Legg Mason to be bought by Franklin Resources
for $4.5B

Johns Hopkins Medicine to host A Woman's Journey event on Meditation
and Mindfulness
The March 26 event features Neda Gould, Ph.D, Assistant Professor of Psychiatry
and Behavioral Sciences, Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine. 
Read more.

McDaniel College President Roger N. Casey elected chair of the National
Association of Independent Colleges and Universities
The ninth president of McDaniel and one of the longest-serving independent college
presidents in the State of Maryland, President Casey is also currently on the Board
of Directors for the American Council on Education, the major coordinating body for
the nation's colleges and universities.
Read more.

Does your company have news to share? Submit news items to Zoe Adams, Public
Relations Associate, at zoea@gbc.org for consideration.

Welcome to Our New Members

C3 Data
Fulton Bank

Goucher College
Kingcedar Holdings, LLC

Parity

View more GBC Member News

Committee News

Public Safety Committee Update

https://gbc.org/register-for-events/
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https://gbc.org/category/member-news/


The Public Safety Committee met on February 14, 2020, and received a briefing
from Baltimore Police Department (BPD) Deputy Commissioner Michael Sullivan.
Deputy Commissioner Sullivan, who previously spent most of his career working in
the Louisville Metro Police Department, provided an overview of his role within the
BPD, which includes criminal investigations, patrol and operations. He also briefly
discussed crime statistics in relation to violent crimes, which he said slowed down in
the second half of 2019. Deputy Commissioner Sullivan also answered questions
from committee members on a variety of topics including officer recruitment, police
technology, strategic decision support centers, focused deterrence and aerial
surveillance.

Tourism, Entertainment and Culture Committee Update

The Tourism, Entertainment, and Culture Committee kicked off the new year with a
meeting on February 12, 2020. Committee Chair John Racanelli, President and CEO
of the National Aquarium, invited Teresa Milio Birge, GBC's Senior Policy Analyst and
Special Assistant, to update committee members on the 2020 General Assembly
Legislative Session. Racanelli led a conversation around the committee's plans for
2020, including an initiative to solicit and disseminate good news stories as a way to
bolster Baltimore's image.

Education and Workforce Committee Update

The Education and Workforce Committee met on
February 6, 2020. Committee Chair Demaune
Millard, President & CEO, Family League of
Baltimore, welcomed Tisha Edwards, the Director
of the Mayor's Office of Children and Family
Success (pictured, left). Edwards shared details
about this summer's planned Rites of Passage
Leadership Institute, which will target 250 of

Baltimore's most at-risk young men aged 14 to 19. The program will offer these
young men a five-week residential experience on a local college campus, with
programming to address college- and career-planning, financial literacy, personal
resiliency, conflict resolution, and healthy relationships. Participants will also take
part in the paid summer job program, YouthWorks. Finally, the program will provide
these young men with sustained mentor relationships and post-program support.
The committee also discussed legislation pending before the Maryland General
Assembly and discussed progress on the GBC Baltimore City Public
Schools/Partnership Guide.

Serve on a GBC Committee!

Are you interested in supporting regional business growth, job creation,
entrepreneurship and innovation? As a GBC member, you can work on projects and
policies by joining a GBC committee.

Get involved and have your opinion heard on one of our committees:
Economic Development
Education and Workforce
Bridging the Gap 
Bioscience
Health Care  
Innovation and Technology
Transportation & Mobility
Public Safety
Tourism, Entertainment and Culture 

To join a committee, go to gbc.org/committees or contact Tara Harris, Committee
Coordinator, 410-727-2820 ext. 35, or by email at tarah@gbc.org.

https://gbc.org/committee/economicdevelopment-committee/
https://gbc.org/committee/education-and-workforce-committee/
https://gbc.org/committee/bridging-the-gap-committee-2/
https://gbc.org/committee/bioscience-committee-2/
https://gbc.org/committee/health-care-committee-2/
https://gbc.org/committee/technology-committee/
https://gbc.org/committee/transportation-mobility-committee/
https://gbc.org/committee/public-safety-committee/
https://gbc.org/committee/tourism-entertainment-and-culture-committee/
https://gbc.org/committees/
mailto:tarah@gbc.org
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https://gbc.org/register-for-events/
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https://www.linkedin.com/company/greater-baltimore-committee
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCabKDFMcZDDl5cPWmSX7ncg

