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Message to Members

In an op-ed that appeared in the Baltimore Business Journal on February 5, I
called on the Maryland General Assembly to approve the deal to upgrade
Pimlico Race Course, improve the neighborhood around Pimlico, and to keep
the Preakness in Baltimore City. With this week’s introduction of SB 987/HB
1056 -- Racing and Community Development Act of 2020, legislators are
poised to do just that.

SB 987/HB 1056, sponsored by Senate Budget and Taxation Committee Chair
Guy Guzzone and Speaker of the House Adrienne Jones respectively, have not
yet been scheduled for a hearing, but when hearings are scheduled, the GBC
will be there in strong support. The proposal has already received strong
support from executives in Baltimore City, Anne Arundel County and Baltimore
County, as well as legislative leaders from both parties in the legislature.

The bills, which are largely similar to an agreement hatched after the close of
the 2019 legislative session of the Maryland General Assembly, create a
funding source to make racetrack upgrades by authorizing up to $375 million
in debt for both Pimlico and Laurel racetracks through bonds sold by the
Maryland Stadium Authority. While the improvements are occurring, the
Preakness will continue to be held at Pimlico.

In the op-ed, I pointed out that the GBC, as business and civic leaders
representing the Greater Baltimore region, honors the tradition of horse racing
in Maryland and recognizes the significant economic impact that the Preakness
brings to the region each year. The agreement and corresponding legislation
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are a “win-win” for all involved parties and the GBC commends the
commitment and dedication of the negotiating parties to reach a solution that
benefits multiple communities, enhances horse racing, and preserves the
Preakness in Baltimore City.

The GBC urges the Maryland General Assembly to recognize the significance of
this proposal that seeks to preserve Maryland’s horse racing industry and the
Preakness tradition, and pass SB 987/HB 1056.

As always, if you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact
me.

Donald C. Fry
President and CEO

Public Safety in the Spotlight in Annapolis

Addressing public safety and violent crime are top priorities in Annapolis. Both
parties and all branches of government seem prepared to address the top
concern facing Baltimore City. The GBC has advocated for policymakers to
make this issue a priority because without a collaborative approach from all
levels of government, Baltimore City will continue to suffer the scourge of
violent crime. Without a reduction in crime and a perception that Baltimore
City is safer, employees and employers will suffer the consequences.

On January 31, the Senate Judicial Proceedings Committee and the House
Judiciary Committee held a joint hearing featuring two panels focused
exclusively on public safety issues in Baltimore City. The first panel featured
Baltimore City Mayor Bernard C. “Jack” Young, Baltimore Police Commissioner
Michael S. Harrison, and Baltimore City State’s Attorney Marilyn J. Mosby. All
three discussed their efforts to reduce violent crime in Baltimore City and
pledged inter-agency collaboration. A second panel featured representatives
from the Governor’s Office of Crime Prevention, Youth, and Victim Services;
the Maryland Department of Juvenile Services; and the City of Baltimore. Both
panels fielded questions from legislators on a variety of issues, including
funding for anti-crime initiatives, the root causes of crime, witness
intimidation, illegal guns, juvenile services, prosecution of criminals, and police
hiring.

The Governor, who has made combating violent crime a top priority, has
introduced a number of bills to improve public safety in Baltimore City. The
GBC has formally supported legislation submitted by the Governor that seeks
to improve the availability of judicial data, deter witness intimidation, and
strengthen victim’s rights to restitution.

Democratic legislative leaders announced they will introduce a package of
legislation that offers a comprehensive approach to reducing violent crime. The
bills have not yet been introduced, but at a press conference legislative
leaders said this package of bills will focus on government accountability and
collaboration, penalties for guns that are lost or stolen, auditing gun crimes,
reducing recidivism, better supervision of those on parole and probation, and
witness intimidation. The GBC looks forward to examining this package of
legislation when it is introduced.



Governor Hogan Delivers State of the State Address

Governor Larry Hogan delivered his sixth State of the State Address on
February 4. The Governor discussed many of his legislative priorities, but
focused considerable time to advocating for his anti-crime initiatives.

The Governor implored the Maryland General Assembly to pass his crime
package legislation, which include bills that create additional transparency
regarding judge’s decisions, enhance sentencing guidelines for gun crimes,
improve victim’s restitution laws, and strengthen penalties to deter witness
intimidation. During his address, the Governor said that he considers
addressing violent crime in Baltimore City to be the most important issue for
the 2020 legislative session.

The Governor touted proposals in the Fiscal Year 2021 budget that include $21
million in additional support for Baltimore City prosecutors and new funding to
hire 25 new lawyers in the Maryland Attorney General’s office to assist in
prosecuting crime. The GBC is supportive of many portions of the Governor’s
crime package and commends his Administration for maintaining a focus on
addressing violent crime in Baltimore City.

In other portions of the his address, the Governor asked the legislature to
pass legislation that overhauls Maryland’s redistricting process, create a tax
benefit for Maryland retirees, improve the public education system, and
strengthen ethics laws for elected officials. The Governor touted a strong
Maryland economy and declines in State unemployment during his five years in
office. Finally, Governor Hogan discussed the State’s role in negotiating a
funding agreement to upgrade the Howard Street Tunnel in Baltimore City. The
expansion of the Howard Street Tunnel will eliminate the East Coast’s major
bottleneck for double-stacked trains and grow economic activity in the Greater
Baltimore region.

GBC Testimony in Annapolis

Supported

SB 124 -- Maryland Health Benefit Exchange - Establishment of a
State-Based Health Insurance Subsidies Program: Requires the
Maryland Health Benefit Exchange to establish and implement a State-
Based Health Insurance Subsidies Program to provide a means for
individuals to reduce the amount they pay for health benefit plans in the
individual health insurance market.

SB 133 -- Education - High School Students - Graduation and
Attendance Credit for Vocational Training: Authorizes a county
board of education to award high school credit, college credit, or both, to
a high school student enrolled in a vocational course in a career and
technical education (CTE) program approved by the county board.

SB 159/HB 207 -- Baltimore City Community College -
Procurement Authority: Exempts Baltimore City Community College
(BCCC) from certain provisions of the State procurement law, thereby
providing BCCC with the same level of procurement authority as other
Maryland universities and community colleges.

SB 234/HB 280 -- Vehicle Laws - Suspension of Driver's License
or Registration - Unpaid Citations or Judgments: Modifies the
circumstances under which the Motor Vehicle Administration (MVA) is
authorized to suspend an individual’s driver’s license or registration, by
removing certain provisions that allow for suspension for unpaid citations



or judgments.
SB 268/HB 358 -- Victim's Rights – Restitution: Makes victim
restitution payments mandatory by stipulating that a court shall enter a
judgment that orders a defendant to make restitution in addition to any
other penalty for the commission of a crime or delinquent act. Current
law gives a court discretion to order restitution payments.

SB 271/HB 357 -- Crimes - Victim and Witness Intimidation -
Penalties and Procedures: Prohibits a person from causing serious
physical injury or death as a result of victim, witness, or elated
intimidation and increases penalties for such intimidation.

HB 368 -- Maryland Transit Administration - Funding (Transit
Safety and Investment Act): Sets a minimum capital funding level for
the Maryland Transit Administration (MTA) of $500 million each year for
FY 2022-2027 and prohibits reductions to MTA’s operating funding levels
during the same time period, which is analogous to the funding
agreement that the Maryland General Assembly passed in 2018 to
guarantee funding levels for the Washington Metropolitan Transit
Administration (WMATA).

HB 268 -- Election Law - Deadline for Selection of Lieutenant
Governor: Repeals the existing constitutional requirement that a
gubernatorial candidate must select his or her running mate at the time
that he/she files their candidacy, thereby improving the field of
candidates available to a gubernatorial candidate in the selection of a
running mate.

SB 272/HB 355 -- State Commission on Criminal Sentencing
Policy - Annual Report - Crimes of Violence: Requires additional
information be included in the annual report submitted by the State
Commission on Criminal Sentencing Policy, which reviews sentencing
policy and practices.

Opposed

SB 62 -- Labor and Employment - Secure Maryland Wage Act:
Supersedes the Maryland Living Wage law by imposing a minimum wage
that is based upon the Federal McNamara-O’Hara Service Contract Act
for certain nonexempt employees working at areas designated as
heightened security locations, which includes locations such as the
Baltimore-Washington Thurgood Marshall International Airport (BWI),
Pennsylvania Station in Baltimore, and the Port of Baltimore.

SB 253 -- State Finance and Procurement – Prohibited
Appropriations – Magnetic Levitation Transportation System:
Prohibits the State or any local jurisdiction from spending any public
money on a magnetic levitation (Maglev) transportation system in the
State.

SB 263 -- Opportunity Zone Tax Deduction Reform Act of 2020:
Requires taxpayers investing funds in Opportunity Zones to add to their
Maryland taxable income the amount of capital gains that were deferred
or excluded under the federal Qualified Opportunity Zones program.

SB 331 -- Vehicle Miles Traveled Tax and Associated Mandated
Devices - Prohibition: Prohibits the State or a local jurisdiction from
imposing or levying a vehicle-miles-traveled (VMT) tax or other similar
fees, tolls, or taxes and also preclude the State or a local jurisdiction
from requiring the installation of a device in or on a privately owned
vehicle to facilitate the reporting of vehicle-miles traveled.



HB 123 -- Labor and Employment - Wage History and Wage
Range: Prohibits an employer from retaliating against or refusing to
interview, hire or employ a job applicant because the applicant did not
provide a wage history or requested the wage range for the position.

For an up-to-date account of the GBC's efforts in Annapolis during the session,
visit our legislative tracking page. The legislative tracking page contains the
GBC's positions on priority legislation, including testimony.
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Commentaries by GBC President and CEO Donald C. Fry

Click here to read Don Fry's op-ed, “GBC’s Fry Calls on Maryland General
Assembly to OK $375M Pimlico Deal,” in the Baltimore Business Journal,
posted on February 5, 2020.

Upcoming Dates of Interest

On February 19, the GBC is hosting a Newsmaker Breakfast with Dr. David
Wilson, President of Morgan State University. This event will begin at
7:30 a.m. at the GBC Office, 111 South Calvert Street, Suite 1700, Baltimore,
MD 21202.

On March 4, the GBC is hosting a Newsmaker Breakfast with Baltimore Police
Commissioner Michael Harrison. This event will begin at 7:30 a.m. at the GBC
Office, 111 South Calvert Street, Suite 1700, Baltimore, MD 21202.

Join the GBC on May 11 for its 65th Annual Meeting, the state's premier
business event of the year. To become a sponsor or to purchase tickets, please
contact Lisa Byrd, Director of Events and Business Development, at
410-727-2820, ext. 40.

FIND AN EVENT
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