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4 ways businesses are encouraged to prepare for the
Coronavirus disease (COVID-19)

As cases of the novel Coronavirus (COVID-19) are rising across the country, the
business community continues to be impacted by the disease. As of March 10, 2020,
there were 647 cases in the United States in 36 different states, including
Washington D.C. and Maryland, according to the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC).

Several organizations, including the CDC, have provided suggestions to business
leaders regarding the Coronavirus:

1. Express the importance of proper hand-washing and staying home when sick
2. Use technology in place of human contact
3. Create an Infectious Disease Plan
4. Communicate effectively

Read more here.

The March 12 Newsmaker Speaker Series: State of the Novel Coronavirus (COVID-
19) Outbreak features a discussion about the virus, the status of the national
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response and how businesses can further prepare.

Baltimore City Police Commissioner Michael Harrison
on his crime reduction plan

Commissioner Harrison spoke to a sold-out crowd at the GBC's Newsmaker Speaker
Series on March 4, 2020. In his introduction to the event, GBC President and CEO
Don Fry said Commissioner Harrison has "a lot of innovative thinking when it comes
to getting things done."

Commissioner Harrison discussed his overall approach to crime reduction and
Baltimore's high murder rate, saying, "Crime is only a manifestation of deeper-
rooted issues." He said he is here to "treat the real issue" and "we have to protect
everybody from all crimes."

During the discussion, Commissioner Harrison highlighted some department
positives, including an improved clearance rate, added manpower, improvements to
police academy training, working to deliver options to the squeegee kids and
addressing overtime issues.

Moving forward, Commissioner Harrison said he is pursuing a "pilot" program of
Aerial Investigation Research, is seeking funding for new vehicles, developing robust
best-practice training and would like to partner more with business and philanthropic
organizations.

"I am trying to turn the Baltimore Police Department into a world class
organization," he said.

See Commissioner Harrison's Crime Reduction & Departmental Transformation Plan
here.

Also see news coverage of the program:

Baltimore Sun: Police Commissioner Harrison discusses 'squeegee kids' and his
5-year crime plan with Baltimore's business leaders
Baltimore Business Journal: Why Baltimore's police commissioner takes
officers to the Center Club each month
The Daily Record: Harrison seeks to reassure business leaders of progress in
reducing crime
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Don Fry Commentary:
Salvos over public safety in

Maryland, Baltimore

On February 27, 2020, GBC President and CEO
Don Fry wrote in The Daily Record:

"In recent days, the debate in Annapolis over
legislative proposals to address public safety
concerns has become personal and emotional between Gov. Larry Hogan and
legislative leaders.

There are multiple bills pending in the House of Delegates and Senate of Maryland to
enhance public safety initiatives throughout the state -- although most of the
concern is focused on Baltimore City. The approaches differ, with the governor
calling for more mandatory minimum sentences for repeat violent offenders,
increased judicial transparency and victim restitution. Meanwhile, the legislature's
focus is on increased penalties for the failure to report lost or stolen guns, penalties
for possession of stolen guns, creation of a statewide law enforcement coordinating
council and a comprehensive statewide study/audit of all gun crimes. Both the
governor and legislative leaders support strengthening laws on witness intimidation.

I suggest that there is no universal answer or magic elixir that will guarantee an
immediate turnaround, but that we should use evidence to make informed policy
decisions. It is time to move past the rhetoric and advance proposals that address
the structural deficiencies exposed by the raw data surrounding Baltimore City's
2019 record homicide numbers."

Fry lays out some legislative proposals that address the 2019 Baltimore City
homicide statistics. Read the complete commentary here.

More GBC News

Baltimore Sun: Baltimore-area buses break
down more than in most other cities, partly
because the MTA forgot to buy new ones

Maryland Transit Administration vehicles fail or break
down far more often than in most other comparable
cities, according to the most recent Federal Transit
Administration data.

Delegate Brooke Lierman has submitted legislation,
backed by the pro-business Greater Baltimore Committee and area county
executives, that would require a minimum funding level of $500 million per year for
the Maryland Transit Administration's capital budget over the next six years ― an
increase of more than $100 million annually.

Read more here.
See the GBC's testimony in support of House Bill 368 here.

Also see: Coverage from Feb. 12, 2020, regional cooperation on transportation press
conference

More GBC News
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Mark Your Calendars!

The GBC is working on dates for all 2020 events.
Please join us for:

Young Professionals After Hours with the
Candidates on March 25, 2020, at Horseshoe
Casino Baltimore — Harbor Ballroom
GBC Newsmaker Speaker Series:
Lexington Market Reinvented on March 30,
2020, at the Greater Baltimore Committee
Professional Development Workshop Series with Chris McDonell:
Maximize LinkedIn on April 30, 2020, at the Greater Baltimore Committee
GBC's 65th Annual Meeting on May 11, 2020, at the Renaissance Baltimore
Harborplace Hotel
Professional Development Workshop Series with Chris McDonell: How
to be a Master Influencer on June 16, 2020, at the Greater Baltimore
Committee
The GBC 2020 Golf Classic  on July 15, 2020, at Greystone Golf Course

Save the Date

The 46th Annual Mayor's Business Recognition Award Luncheon  will be held
on December 10, 2020. It's not too early to start thinking about deserving
organizations you'd like to nominate. For more information, contact Lisa Byrd,
Director of Events and Business Development at 410-727-2820 ext. 40, or
lisab@gbc.org.

See the list of 2019 winners here.

View All Events

President and CEO's Report

Did you miss the latest report? Read it here.

GBC Member News

GBC Members honored as members of The Baltimore Sun's Business and
Civic Hall of Fame 2020
The Baltimore Sun recognized individuals as inductees into their 2020 Business and
Civic Hall of Fame. The GBC congratulates its members and all who were honored
this year.
Read more.

GBC Members recognized among The Daily Record's Top 100 Women
The Daily Record recognized 100 individuals for the Top 100 Women award. Of the
100 women selected, 23 are employed by a GBC member company.
Read more.

The Baltimore Farmers' Market & Bazaar returns April 5
The Baltimore Farmers' Market & Bazaar returns for its 43rd season on April 5, 2020
from 7 a.m.-noon. The season will run weekly on Sundays through December 20,
2020. 
Read more.
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GBC member companies earn national award for exceptional leadership
The GBC congratulates Anne Arundel Community College and McDaniel College on
earning the 2019-2020 John W. Nason Award for Bold Leadership.
Read more.

CCBC President Sandra Kurtinitis receives Chief Executive Leadership
Award
Community College of Baltimore County President Sandra Kurtinitis received the
Chief Executive Leadership Award for District II from the Council for Advancement
and Support of Education.
Read more.

Member companies honored by The Daily Record as Maryland's Coolest
Spaces
The Daily Record recognized 30 places in Maryland as the winners of Maryland's
Coolest Spaces. Of the 30 winners, 10 of them were GBC member organizations.
Read more.

Does your company have news to share? Submit news items to Zoe Adams, Public
Relations Associate, at zoea@gbc.org for consideration.

Welcome to Our New Members

Northbay Education Inc.
Wellness RX, Inc.

View more GBC Member News

Committee News

Economic Development Committee Update

The Economic Development Committee met on February 25, 2020. The meeting
began with an introduction from the new Economic Development Committee Chair,
Mac Tisdale, who serves as President of the Mid-Atlantic Region for First National
Bank. On the agenda were discussions about three items related to economic
development in the Greater Baltimore region. First, Greater Baltimore Committee
(GBC) President and CEO Don Fry reviewed pending project labor agreement
legislation introduced in Baltimore's City Council by Councilwoman Shannon Sneed.
The GBC believes this legislation would harm economic development in the City of
Baltimore. Fry also discussed Baltimore City candidate questionnaires submitted to
the GBC. Candidates for Mayor and City Council President were asked to answer
several questions regarding priority issues such as crime reduction strategies,
economic development, Baltimore City government, education and workforce, and
transportation. Finally, Brian Levine, the GBC's Senior Vice President for
Government Relations, provided a presentation about economic development and
business-related legislation currently being considered in the 2020 legislative
session of the Maryland General Assembly. Levine discussed a variety of legislation
related to economic development, taxes and business tax credits.

Serve on a GBC Committee!

Are you interested in supporting regional business growth, job creation,
entrepreneurship and innovation? As a GBC member, you can work on projects and
policies by joining a GBC committee.
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Get involved and have your opinion heard on one of our committees:
Economic Development
Education and Workforce
Bridging the Gap 
Bioscience
Health Care  
Innovation and Technology
Transportation & Mobility
Public Safety
Tourism, Entertainment and Culture 

To join a committee, go to gbc.org/committees or contact Tara Harris, Committee
Coordinator, 410-727-2820 ext. 35, or by email at tarah@gbc.org.
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