
Featured GBC News

Special Update on State and Federal Legislation
Related to COVID-19

During this challenging time, the Greater Baltimore Committee stands ready to
support your organization and to provide timely information that may be useful to
you. In this special update, we summarize COVID-19-related state and federal
legislation and highlight the impacts on business.

We will continuously update our website with new items as they develop.

Read more.

Also see:

The letter that the GBC and other business organizations sent to the regional
Congressional Delegation

The Daily Record: Regional business leaders urge federal stimulus package —
now
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Comptroller extends Maryland tax filing
deadline for business tax payers

In a statement earlier this month, GBC President and
CEO Don Fry said he commended State Comptroller
Peter Franchot's decision to extend the tax filing
deadline for business tax payers to July 15 -- the
same extended deadline as for individual taxpayers.

"Many businesses are in the middle of making key financial decisions as they deal
with the impact of Coronavirus (COVID-19) on operations. The move by Comptroller
Franchot to extend the tax filing deadline gives businesses breathing room. It's the
right decision at the right time," said Fry.

Businesses are encouraged to consult soon with their tax advisor to see if they
qualify for the extension.

For questions about the tax deadline extension, go to
taxpayerrelief@marylandtaxes.gov or call 410-260-4020. 

Dr. Leana Wen and Dawn O'Neill on
COVID-19

On March 12, 2020, the GBC Newsmaker Speaker
Series: State of The Novel Coronavirus (COVID-
19) Outbreak featured Dr. Leana Wen, emergency
physician and Visiting Professor of Health Policy and
Management at George Washington University Milken School of Public Health and
former Baltimore City Health Commissioner, and Dawn O'Neill, Vice President of
Population Health at St. Agnes Hospital.

Both Dr. Wen and O'Neill provided advice for companies, including:

Determine if and how you can operate with half your staff
Cross-train employees to cover individuals who are out
Modify HR policies such as sick leave or paid time off

For advice on where to go for official and accurate information, Dr. Wen
recommends the following resources (noting that this is constantly changing):

CDC.gov
coronavirus.gov
health.maryland.gov (or your local health department)

As Dr. Wen said, "These are extraordinary times. This is the pandemic of the
century."

Learn more about COVID-19 here.

Also see:

WYPR: How will coronavirus impact local business?
BBJ: What Dr. Leana Wen says businesses should do right now about
coronavirus
WBAL-TV: Empty tables show sign of times at local restaurants, businesses
prepare

Coverage of GBC Member Companies'
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philanthropic responses to COVID-19

The Greater Baltimore Committee is proud to
recognize members who have pledged economic
donations or relief to businesses or organizations who
need it most.

See what GBC member companies are doing to support the community here.

More GBC News

Statement about Gov. Hogan's March 23 order closing all non-
essential businesses

From GBC President and CEO Don Fry: "The Governor's decision to close non-
essential businesses effective March 23 at 5 p.m. is an unfortunate but necessary
move to help stop the spread of the coronavirus (COVID-19).

Many employers and employees are suffering in these uncertain times, and the
Governor is mindful and well aware of the hardship and sacrifices being made to
address this health care crisis.

Hopefully, by imposing these steps along with the public's strict adherence to the
current restrictions on activities and by closely following the advice of health care
providers, the closures will be as short-lived as possible and businesses will be able
to reopen and return to regular operations.

It is important that we remain positive and remember that all of us are in this
together and that the steps taken today will have a significant impact on how quickly
we can overcome this pandemic."

Read more: Maryland Reporter: All non-essential businesses must close by 5
p.m. on March 23, Hogan orders

Also see:
Governor Hogan's Interpretive Guidance memo
Governor Hogan's Supplemental COVID-19 Interpretive Guidance memo

Special mail-in election

Governor Larry Hogan announced that he was issuing a proclamation on March 17,
2020, postponing the April 28 primary election until June 2. However, the special
election for the 7th Congressional District will still take place on the originally
scheduled date of April 28. The special election will be done with the vote-by-mail
system. All ballots will be cast by mail.

All eligible voters in the 7th District will receive their absentee ballots by mail from
the Maryland State Board of Elections. Ballots must be postmarked on or before April
28, 2020.

Learn more here.

2020 Census reminder

Since 1790, the U.S. government has conducted the
decennial census, as mandated by the U.S.
Constitution. The census aims to count the entire
population and gathers data about sex, age, race,
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living situations and the number of people per
household. Responses are crucial to the country,
state, region and to Baltimore City. Responses affect
federal funding; representation in Congress, the
Maryland General Assembly and local government;
and economic growth factors.

Invitations for Marylanders to complete the 2020
census were sent between March 12 and March 20 .
Instructions will be included on the invitations. The
census is designed to be completed online, by phone or by mail.

For more information or to take your Census, visit Maryland's Census 2020 website.

Also see: The GBC Check-In: Austin Davis, Census 2020 Project Manager for
Baltimore City

BBJ: Maryland's General Assembly adjourns with mixed results for
businesses

As the Maryland General Assembly adjourned, GBC President and CEO Donald C. Fry
applauded lawmakers for passing the Kirwan bill, which includes expanded
prekindergarten, increased teacher pay and more vocational training. He also said
he was glad the General Assembly lowered Baltimore City's funding burden.

Baltimore City schools will receive $584 million in additional state funding in 2030
under the new law. The city will also have to spend $152 million, but that's a
reduction from $330 million in the original bill. Lawmakers amended the legislation
to take some of the burden off of poorer jurisdictions.

"Having a strong education system is important to business because we want to
have a strong workforce moving forward," Fry said.

Read more.

Supporting the Orioles, the future of Pimlico and sports betting —
Donald C. Fry on PressBox.com

GBC President and CEO Donald C. Fry joined host Glenn Clark of Glenn Clark Radio
and PressBox.com live on March 25, 2020, for a brief conversation about economic
issues related to regional sporting events. Fry discussed ways to continue to support
The Orioles, Preakness Stakes and Pimlico Race Course legislation, sports betting
and the future of Baltimore's arena.

Listen here.

More GBC News

New event dates announced!

Please join us for the Professional Development Workshop
Series with Chris McDonell.

Dates are as follows:
June 16, 2020: How to be a Master Influencer
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July 30, 2020: How to Maximize LinkedIn
October 8, 2020: How to Get and Stay Focused

Additionally, GBC's 65th Annual Meeting will now take place
on October 14, 2020.

*If you were previously registered for a rescheduled event,
your tickets will be honored for the new date.

For more information, contact Lisa Byrd, Director of Events and
Business Development at 410-727-2820 ext. 40,
or lisab@gbc.org.

View All Events

GBC Member News

AT&T waives overage fees nationwide
AT&T announced on March 22 that it is waiving wireless voice and data overage fees
for its customers nationwide.
Read more.

U.S. News & World Report recognizes several of Loyola University
Maryland's graduate programs
Loyola University Maryland's graduate programs in business, speech and psychology
have been ranked in the "2021 Best Graduate Schools" rankings from U.S. News &
World Report.
Read more.

McCormick & Co. to conduct annual meeting virtually
McCormick & Co. Inc. has announced that it will be hosting its Stockholders Annual
Meeting virtually this year on April 1 due to the coronavirus pandemic. 
Read more.

Does your company have news to share? Submit news items to Zoe Adams, Public
Relations Associate, at zoea@gbc.org for consideration.

Welcome to Our New Members

Philanthropy Tank, Inc.
Senior Service America, Inc.

View more GBC Member News

Committee News

Serve on a GBC Committee!

Are you interested in supporting regional business growth, job creation,
entrepreneurship and innovation? As a GBC member, you can work on projects and
policies by joining a GBC committee.
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Get involved and have your opinion heard on one of our committees:
Economic Development
Education and Workforce
Bridging the Gap 
Bioscience
Health Care  
Innovation and Technology
Transportation & Mobility
Public Safety
Tourism, Entertainment and Culture 

To join a committee, go to gbc.org/committees or contact Tara Harris, Committee
Coordinator, 410-727-2820 ext. 35, or by email at tarah@gbc.org.

2020 Sponsors

Ambassador

Signature

65th Annual Meeting Title Sponsor

Find GBC Events

Connect with us
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