
Featured GBC News

Message to Members

Greetings!

The coronavirus pandemic has significantly altered our normal work day and our
lifetime activities. Despite these changes, the Greater Baltimore Committee
continues to operate at full strength, although we have been teleworking for more
than two weeks.
 
Much of our activity has focused on keeping our membership up-to-date on the state
and federal programs that have been enacted to assist businesses through these
challenging financial times. We also serve as a repository of resources that are
available to business of all sizes. Additionally, we have shared positive news about
the extraordinary philanthropic efforts of our member companies reaching out to
assist those affected by this public health crisis. It is heartwarming to see the
outpouring of support from businesses, large and small, to aid those in need.
 
Over the past three weeks the GBC staff has worked hard on a number of critically
important business-related issues, including, but not limited to:
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Continued advocacy in the abbreviated state legislative session. The GBC
website has a post-session report on this year's legislative activities.
Regular participation in virtual meetings pertaining to the COVID-19 crisis and
impact on business.
Extended an offer to the Mayor's Office and the offices of the regional County
Executives for the GBC to be a resource to their efforts and to be a conduit for
needed private sector assistance.
Tracked state and federal legislation pertaining to COVID-19 and provided
information to member companies of the programs available for businesses.
The GBC website has a section dedicated to the COVID-19 Coverage and
Response as well as a comprehensive report on resources and helpful
websites.
Maintained regular communications with the GBC membership through e-
mails, GBC website postings, and social media (including Facebook and
LinkedIn).
Converted our public policy committees from an in-person meeting format to a
virtual platform. The Coalition for a Second Chance and the Education and
Workforce Committee held virtual meetings. More virtual meetings to be
announced soon.
Continued our efforts to educate the business community and its employees
about the upcoming Baltimore City Elections. We have published a new
series entitled In Their Words containing responses to policy priorities of top
Mayoral and City Council President candidates. This weekly series is a "must
see."
Directed communications to appropriate government officials from businesses
seeking to provide assistance or donate goods and services.
Hosted a webinar with Johns Hopkins Health  about the current state of
the coronavirus pandemic and what may be ahead for businesses and
residents. Further webinars are in the planning stages and will be announced
shortly.

 
As we work our way out of this crisis, the GBC will continue to be an information
supplier to our member companies on COVID-19 related matters, serve as a
resource to regional governments seeking public/private partnerships, and maintain
our ongoing public policy initiatives such as Bridging the Gap, Coalition for a Second
Chance, and the Regional Workforce Development Initiative. We will also plan and
prepare for getting the Baltimore region's economy moving again when we return to
normal business operations.
 
These are difficult and challenging times for all of us, both personally and
professionally. The GBC remains ready to assist you and your business through this
crisis while continuing our efforts to build a stronger and more competitive greater
Baltimore business community. Join with us and be a part of this effort.
 
Stay safe, keep healthy, and remain positive.

All the best,

Donald C. Fry
President & CEO

COVID-19 GBC Coverage and Response
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We've compiled a number of resources to keep you up-to-date on all of the GBC's
efforts.

COVID-19 Resources and Helpful Websites
Special Update on State and Federal Legislation Related to COVID-19
Coverage of GBC Member Companies' philanthropic responses to
COVID-19

Please do not hesitate to reach out to GBC President and CEO Donald C. Fry
at donaldf@gbc.org if you feel there is anything your company can do or if there's
any way the GBC can be of assistance or benefit to you and your company.

Read more.

GBC hosts Johns Hopkins COVID-19 Briefing

On April 8, 2020, the Greater Baltimore Committee and GBC's
Health Care Committee hosted a special webinar on COVID-19
for GBC members. Close to 300 registrants were in
attendance for the informative discussion moderated by Tom
Lewis, Vice President of Government and Community Affairs,
Johns Hopkins University and Medicine.

During his opening remarks, Johns Hopkins University
President Ronald Daniels provided an overview of Johns

Hopkins' role in the national COVID-19 response.

Kevin Sowers, President of the Johns Hopkins Health System (JHHS) and Executive
Vice President of Johns Hopkins Medicine, discussed JHHS' role in tracking global
cases, as well as health system preparedness and response. He provided a few
startling statistics, including that telemedicine visits had increased from 8 per day to
1,200 per day. Sowers also said that Hopkins' has the ability to administer
approximately 1,000 COVID-19 tests per day and will likely expand its capacity to
1,500 by next week.

Lisa Cooper, Director of Johns Hopkins Center for Health Equity, discussed
disparities and community impact, noting that for some "social distancing is a
privilege. Only one in five black and one in six Hispanic" people are actually able to
work from home.

Josh Sharfstein, Vice Dean Public Health Practice and Community Engagement,
talked about the importance of communication in a public health crisis, which he
said, "is critical. We need everyone in the community to take action." He noted that
the six important things to keep in mind in effective communication are:

Timeliness
Accuracy
Credibility
Express empathy
Promote action
Show respect

Several participant questions that followed the discussion focused on who is more
susceptible to the virus. Cooper said that people with underlying medical
conditions such as those with diabetes, heart disease and auto-immune conditions
have an increased risk for getting infected and having a more severe form, but
"we're seeing people who are healthy getting it." She said, "A lot of young people
are not engaging in social distancing behavior. We're going to continue to see rates
go up until people do what they're supposed to do."

"We're not by any stretch out of the woods," said Sharfstein.
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Read more here.

View the presentation here.

Thanks to Johns Hopkins for lending their expertise and
to everyone who attended. As we continue to schedule
more informative webinars and virtual discussions, we’ll
be sure to keep you up-to-date.

Introducing "In Their Words" Election Series

The Greater Baltimore Committee encourages all businesses and residents in the
City of Baltimore to engage in this transformative city government election and to
take the time to get to know the candidates.

While the GBC does not endorse candidates, we take seriously our role in
communicating policy priorities and educating Baltimore residents and businesses on
where the leading candidates stand on key issues. Earlier this year, the GBC sent
questionnaires to the candidates for Mayor and City Council President.

In this new weekly series, we are sharing candidate positions with you "in their
words." Each week leading up to the primary election we will provide you with the
candidate responses to a specific policy priority. The "In Their Words…" weekly
series features candidate responses for Mayor followed by those running for City
Council President.

We encourage you to visit our website to view the GBC's policy priorities and the
responses to the candidate questionnaires.

The GBC urges all city residents to vote in the June 2 primary election.

To subscribe to the "In Their Words" email newsletter, which goes out on
Wednesdays and Fridays, email zoea@gbc.org.

More GBC News

Election 2020 Update

The special election for the 7th Congressional District
will take place on the originally scheduled date of
April 28, 2020. The special election will be done with
the vote-by-mail system. All ballots will be cast by
mail.
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All eligible voters in the 7th District will receive their
absentee ballots by mail from the Maryland State
Board of Elections. Ballots must be postmarked on or
before April 28, 2020.

The rescheduled primary election will now take place
on June 2, 2020.

Learn more here.

Baltimore Sun: Gov. Hogan issues stay-at-home order for Maryland to stop
spread of the coronavirus

"Many businesses have fully transitioned to telework and are doing all they can to
keep their operations and the economy as strong and viable during these
challenging times," GBC President and CEO Donald C. Fry said. "Taking steps to
provide for a healthy workforce will help with the economic recovery once we are in
a position to return to normal business operations."

Read more.

Also see:
Governor Hogan's March 30 Executive Order
Office of Legal Counsel Interpretive Guidance — Updated
Office of Legal Counsel Interpretive Guidance

BBJ: City panel approves 'spy plane' agreement, allowing surveillance
planes over Baltimore

Baltimore business leaders have endorsed the program as another tool to help fight
crime in a city plagued by violence. Last fall, the Greater Baltimore Committee called
for the pilot program to be implemented, with GBC President and CEO Don Fry
saying, "If it needs to be tried somewhere, why not Baltimore? Particularly
recognizing the challenges we have had in stopping violent crime."

Read more.

The Daily Record: Md. jobless claims soar to unprecedented levels

"The unemployment numbers reveal that the business closures and other restrictive
measures being taken to curb the spread of COVID-19 are creating economic
hardship for many and that is unfortunate but not unexpected. These steps taken by
Governor Hogan are necessary and must be viewed as an investment in public
health that will keep the pandemic to a minimum and help the economy turn around
sooner rather than later," said GBC President and CEO Donald C. Fry.

Read more.

More GBC News

Upcoming events

Professional Development Workshop Series
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with Chris McDonell at GBC
June 16, 2020: How to be a Master Influencer
July 30, 2020: How to Maximize LinkedIn
October 8, 2020: How to Get and Stay Focused

2020 GBC Golf Classic
July 15, 2020
7:30 a.m. registration, 8 a.m. shotgun start
Greystone Golf Course, 2115 White Hall Road, White
Hall, Md., 21161

GBC's 65th Annual Meeting
October 14, 2020
Registration/reception: 5:30 p.m., dinner/program: 6:30 p.m.
Renaissance Baltimore Harborplace Hotel, 202 E. Pratt St., Baltimore, Md., 21202

*If you were previously registered for a rescheduled event, your tickets will be
honored for the new date.

For more information, contact Lisa Byrd, Director of Events and Business
Development at 410-727-2820 ext. 40, or lisab@gbc.org.

View All Events

GBC Member News

BBJ: Howard Hughes Corp. halts some construction — but not in Downtown
Columbia
Howard Hughes Corp.'s redevelopment of Downtown Columbia will soldier on amid
the COVID-19 pandemic, even as the Dallas-based firm has put a halt on other
construction and postponed plans related to a restructuring of the company.
Read More.

BBJ: Tom Geddes Joins Brown Advisory
Tom Geddes, who stepped down as CEO of Plank Industries in December, joined the
Baltimore investment firm as a partner, senior adviser and portfolio manager. 
Read more.

Orioles announce return of Summer Slugger and launch of Digital Kids
Corner
The Orioles announced on April 1 the early return of the Summer Slugger program
and the launch of the Digital Kids' Corner. These tools aim to keep students
mentally active and engaged while at home by providing stimulation, education and
entertainment to young baseball fans.
Read more.

BBJ: McCormick sees 'unprecedented surge in demand' as consumers load
up their pantries
McCormick executives said consumer sales in the U.S. have soared during the last
couple weeks as people have loaded up their pantries with spices and seasonings.
Read more.

Matthew Kahn, Esq. CIC, AIC Joins RCM&D as New Commercial Division
Director
RCM&D, a leading independent risk management, insurance and employee benefits
firm, has announced that Matthew Kahn, Esq., CIC, AIC has rejoined the firm as the
new Commercial Division Director.
Read more.
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Also see: GBC Member companies' philanthropic responses to COVID-19

Does your company have news to share? Submit news items to Zoe Adams, Public
Relations Associate, at zoea@gbc.org for consideration.

View more GBC Member News

Committee News

Coalition for a Second Chance Meeting Update

On April 1, the GBC's Coalition for a Second Chance met by phone. During the
meeting, the organizations that directly serve clients shared updates on how they
were adjusting operations amid the closures and restrictions related to the COVID-
19 pandemic. The group discussed specific challenges in the "digital divide" and
their struggle to provide electronic outreach and programming to their students or
clients that do not have personal computers or tablets and widely lack broadband
access. The organizations also shared volunteer or donation opportunities outlined
below.

How can you help? There are immediate ways that you can contribute to these
organizations who are continuing to work to fulfill their mission and assist individuals
who are returning to society from incarceration to obtain jobs, education and job
training. Read more to find out how you can help .

For additional information, contact Adrea Turner, Director of Strategic Initiatives and
Senior Policy Advisor, at adreat@gbc.org.

Serve on a GBC Committee!

Are you interested in supporting regional business growth, job creation,
entrepreneurship and innovation? As a GBC member, you can work on projects and
policies by joining a GBC committee.

Get involved and have your opinion heard on one of our committees:
Economic Development
Education and Workforce
Bridging the Gap 
Bioscience
Health Care  
Innovation and Technology
Transportation & Mobility
Public Safety
Tourism, Entertainment and Culture 

To join a committee, go to gbc.org/committees or contact Tara Harris, Committee
Coordinator, 410-727-2820 ext. 35, or by email at tarah@gbc.org.
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