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GBC, WBAL NewsRadio to host
Baltimore City Election debates

The Greater Baltimore Committee (GBC), in partnership with WBAL NewsRadio 1090
AM/101.5 FM, will host two debates for the 2020 Baltimore City Elections with
leading candidates in the City Council President and Mayoral races.

The City Council President Debate takes place on May 14, 2020, from 10-11 a.m.
Confirmed participants are Delegate Nick Mosby, Councilmember Leon Pinkett,
Councilmember Shannon Sneed, Dan Sparaco and former Councilmember Carl
Stokes.

The debate will be moderated by GBC President and CEO Donald C. Fry and WBAL
NewsRadio newscaster Robert Lang.

To register for the May 14 debate, click here.

Save the date: The virtual Baltimore City Mayoral Debate takes place on May 27,
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2020, from 10-11 a.m. It will be moderated by GBC President and CEO Donald C.
Fry and WBAL News Now host Bryan Nehman. More details coming soon.

"In Their Words" Election Series

The Greater Baltimore Committee encourages all businesses and residents in the
City of Baltimore to engage in this transformative city government election and to
take the time to get to know the candidates.

While the GBC does not endorse candidates, we take seriously our role in
communicating policy priorities and educating Baltimore residents and businesses on
where the leading candidates stand on key issues. Earlier this year, the GBC sent
questionnaires to the candidates for Mayor and City Council President.

In the past several weeks, priorities such as ethical leadership, public safety, and
education and workforce have been shared through our election education outreach
program, "In Their Words." This week's edition focuses on inclusive economic
development.

See past "In Their Words" here and continue sharing this valuable information with
your networks.

We encourage you to visit our website to view the GBC's policy priorities and the
responses to the candidate questionnaires.

To subscribe to the "In Their Words" email newsletter, which goes out on
Wednesdays and Fridays, email Zoe Adams at zoea@gbc.org.

Election 2020 Reminder

The rescheduled primary election takes place on June 2, 2020. The GBC urges all
city residents to vote.

Learn more here.

Stephen Umberger, Dr.
Daraius Irani discuss

COVID-19 impact during
Economic Development

Committee meeting

The GBC Economic Development
Committee held a virtual meeting on April
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29, 2020, featuring presentations from two distinguished speakers. The first speaker
was Stephen Umberger, District Director of the Baltimore District for the U.S. Small
Business Administration (SBA). His presentation focused on the SBA's small business
relief programs in response to COVID-19, which include the Economic Injury
Disaster Loan, Economic Injury Disaster Loan Advance and the Paycheck Protection
Program.

The next presentation was provided by Daraius Irani, Ph.D., Chief Economist with
the Regional Economic Studies Institute and Vice President of the Division of
Strategic Partnerships and Applied Research for Towson University. Dr. Irani
discussed what he sees for the economy, including an estimation of unemployment
rates for Maryland and the region, the economic impact of the pandemic, and how
the recovery will look. Dr. Irani predicted a significant fall in Gross Domestic Product
due to the COVID-19 pandemic with an impact on near-term economic activity,
including an increase in unemployment and underemployment and decreasing
consumer sentiment and housing starts. Dr. Irani did note that Maryland's
unemployment rate may remain lower compared to many other states largely due to
the federal government as a dominant source of employment.

See the Small Business Assistance in Response to COVID19 presentation .
See the Economic Update in the Age of Coronavirus presentation .

See more GBC Committee News below.

Baltimore City Public-
Private Partnership:
CareFirst BlueCross

BlueShield, Johns Hopkins
Medicine, and University of
Maryland Medical System

On April 28, 2020, the Greater Baltimore Committee hosted the Baltimore City
Public-Private Partnership: CareFirst BlueCross BlueShield, Johns Hopkins Medicine &
University of Maryland Medical System webinar. Approximately 170 attendees joined
the event, moderated by GBC President and CEO Donald C. Fry.

Speakers included Kevin Sowers, President of the Johns Hopkins Health System and
Executive Vice President of Johns Hopkins Medicine; Dr. Mohan Suntha, President
and Chief Executive Officer, University of Maryland Medical System (UMMS); Brian
Pieninck, President and Chief Executive Officer of CareFirst BlueCross BlueShield; Dr.
Letitia Dzirasa, Commissioner of Health, Baltimore City Health Department, Public
Co-Leader, Public-Private Partnership; and Matthew Gallagher, President and Chief
Executive Officer, Goldseker Foundation, Private Co-Leader, Public-Private
Partnership.

In his opening remarks, Fry referenced how fortunate the region and state are for
the partnerships being forged here. "During these unprecedented times, it is
imperative that we find ways to work together, and to marshal our collective
resources to fight the coronavirus. In Baltimore, we are fortunate that an impressive
public-private partnership has been formed among three of our powerhouse
businesses in the health care field and the City of Baltimore," he said.

Read more from the event here.
See the presentation here.

Also see:
BBJ: Here's how Baltimore, Hopkins, UMMS and CareFirst are fighting
Covid-19 with data
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BBJ: CareFirst CEO 'implores' businesses to continue remote work, even
after economy reopens

More GBC News

Don Fry Commentary:
New General Assembly
leadership shone in first
year

Talk about trial by fire.

The presiding officers of the Maryland
General Assembly, Senate President

Bill Ferguson and House Speaker Adrienne Jones, had their plates full during this
year's legislative session even before the outbreak of COVID-19.

There was a packed legislative agenda of key policy initiatives, including a proposal
to restructure the state's horse racing industry including a new racing and activity
venue at Pimlico Race Course and a bill to dramatically reform public education in
Maryland – just to mention two controversial pieces of legislation that could test the
legislative mastery of the most skilled politician.

Marshaling one or two such major bills to passage, in addition to addressing over
2,500 other legislative initiatives, is considered plenty for one 90-day legislative
session.

But Ferguson and Jones juggled these and much more.

Read the complete commentary here.

Don Fry Commentary: 'Elections
cannot be a spectator sport'

The COVID-19 pandemic dominates the media and
public's attention each and every waking hour.

But there's a transformative and pivotal election on
the horizon for Baltimore City.

Baltimore City needs elected leaders with a strong
background and a visionary approach to solve the

city's complex problems.

The outcome of the June 2nd primary election will have a profound effect on the city
for years to come.

It is critical that voters become informed and exercise their right to vote.

Elections matter and have consequences.

For that reason, elections cannot be a spectator sport!

Read the complete commentary here.

Introducing the Next Up
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Class of 2020

The Greater Baltimore Committee's third Next Up
cohort opened its year of leadership training,
professional and personal development and
networking opportunities with a March 4 dinner at
The Capital Grille.

Interest in the program — which accepts
individuals who are age 40 and under, employees of GBC member organizations,
and identified and nominated by their organization's CEO as demonstrating
leadership within their organization as well as in a role external to their organization
— was high, and acceptance into the program was very competitive for its third year
in existence. This year's cohort is the largest one yet with 32 members.

GBC President and CEO Donald C. Fry looks forward to working and engaging with
this year's cohort on how the GBC can help to expand both their professional and
personal networks and knowledge.

Meet the 2020 Next Up Class.
See photos from the kick-off dinner .
Read more.

COVID-19 GBC Coverage

We've compiled a number of resources to keep
you up-to-date on all of the GBC's efforts.

COVID-19 Resources and Helpful
Websites
Special Update on State and Federal
Legislation Related to COVID-19
Coverage of GBC Member Companies' philanthropic responses to
COVID-19

Please do not hesitate to reach out to GBC President and CEO Donald C. Fry
at donaldf@gbc.org if you feel there is anything your company can do or if there's
any way the GBC can be of assistance or benefit to you and your company.

Read more.

The Daily Record: Md. lawmakers to GM: Build ventilators at closed White
Marsh plant

Democrats representing Maryland in Congress are urging President Donald Trump
and General Motors to reopen a shuttered plant in White Marsh to manufacture
ventilators needed to fight the COVID-19 outbreak.

In the letters signed April 21, and addressed to Trump and GM CEO Mary Barra,
seven members of the House of Representatives and both Maryland senators,
pushed GM to use the facility in fulfilling a recent contract to produce 30,000
ventilators awarded under the Defense Production Act.

Ramping up the testing, Senator Ben Cardin said on April 21 during a Greater
Baltimore Committee webinar, is the key to loosening "stay at home" orders that
have hurt businesses.

Read more.
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More GBC News

Upcoming Events

Professional Development Workshop Series
with Chris McDonell
June 16, 2020: How to be a Master Influencer
July 30, 2020: How to Maximize LinkedIn
October 8, 2020: How to Get and Stay Focused

2020 GBC Golf Classic
July 15, 2020
7:30 a.m. registration, 8 a.m. shotgun start
Greystone Golf Course, 2115 White Hall Road, White Hall, Md.,
21161

GBC's 65th Annual Meeting
October 14, 2020
Registration/reception: 5:30 p.m., dinner/program: 6:30 p.m.
Renaissance Baltimore Harborplace Hotel, 202 E. Pratt St., Baltimore, Md., 21202

*If you were previously registered for a rescheduled event, your tickets will be
honored for the new date.

For more information, contact Lisa Byrd, Director of Events and Business
Development at 410-727-2820 ext. 40, or lisab@gbc.org.

View All Events

GBC Member News

GBC Member companies' philanthropic responses to COVID-19
The GBC is proud to recognize members who have pledged economic donations or
relief to businesses or organizations who need it the most.
See what GBC member companies are doing to support the community.
Read more.

BBJ: Lord Baltimore Hotel will begin housing some Covid-19 patients
One of Baltimore's most famous hotels is now serving as a triage site for Baltimore
Covid-19 patients with low-level symptoms.
Read more.

Morgan State University's School of Global Journalism and Communication
earns accreditation
The Accrediting Council on Education in Journalism and Mass Communications
(ACEJMC) voted unanimously to grant Morgan State University's School of Global
Journalism and Communication (SGJC) full accreditation, a first for the school since
its launch in 2013.
Read more.

Nominations now open for Howard Bank's 'Keep it Local' program
Howard Bank has launched its Second Annual Keep It Local Small Business
Contest. The contest was established in 2019 to find a local small business that goes
above and beyond in the community. This year, Howard Bank is looking for small
businesses to nominate themselves for a chance to win $10,000.

https://gbc.org/category/gbc-news/
https://gbc.org/events/professional-development-workshop-series-with-chris-mcdonell-how-to-be-a-master-influencer/
https://gbc.org/events/professional-development-workshop-series-with-chris-mcdonell-how-to-be-a-master-influencer/
https://gbc.org/events/professional-development-workshop-series-with-chris-mcdonell-maximize-linkedin/
https://gbc.org/events/professional-development-workshop-series-with-chris-mcdonell-how-to-get-and-stay-focused/
https://gbc.org/events/2020-gbc-golf-classic/
https://gbc.org/events/gbcs-65th-annual-meeting-may/
mailto:lisab@gbc.org
https://gbc.org/register-for-events/
https://gbc.org/coverage-of-gbc-member-companies-philanthropic-responses-to-covid-19/
https://gbc.org/bbj-lord-baltimore-hotel-will-begin-housing-some-covid-19-patients/
https://gbc.org/bbj-lord-baltimore-hotel-will-begin-housing-some-covid-19-patients/
https://gbc.org/morgan-state-universitys-school-of-global-journalism-and-communication-earns-accreditation/
https://gbc.org/morgan-state-universitys-school-of-global-journalism-and-communication-earns-accreditation/
https://gbc.org/nominations-now-open-for-howard-banks-keep-it-local-program/


Read more.

GBC members recognized as The Daily Record's 2020 Health Care Heroes
The Daily Record recognized individuals and organizations for the 2020 Health Care
Heroes award. Among those selected, The GBC congratulates members that were
honored with the award in 2020.
Read more.

Harford Community College Receives Grant for New P-TECH Program in
Computer Information Systems and Cybersecurity
Harford Community College (HCC) received a $33,961 Career and Technical
Education (CTE) Perkins Innovation grant from the Maryland State Department of
Education to support their current Pathways in Technology Early College High School
(P-TECH) program.
Read more.

TEDCO's Seed Fund Invests $200K in NewConnect, LLC
TEDCO's Seed Fund invests in and partners with early-stage companies. Through
investments and start-up related support services, TEDCO works with entrepreneurs
to ensure they have the tools they need for success.
Read more.

CCBC to offer contact trace investigator training
Community College of Baltimore County (CCBC) is partnering with Baltimore County
government to create online training for contact trace investigators. This training
will not only give potential investigators the tools they need to determine
connections, but will also discuss the need for cultural and societal sensitivity during
the process.
Read more.

BBJ: Legg Mason's profit grows 29% in fiscal 4Q despite pandemic
Legg Mason Inc. saw its profit increase in fiscal fourth quarter despite the Covid-19
pandemic, which CEO Joseph A. Sullivan said "reinforced the importance" of the
company's planned sale to Franklin Templeton.
Read more.

McDonell Consulting Group to host Leadership for Organizational Excellence
-- 2020 Business Goals & Forecasting
The two-hour working executive session will guide leaders through the "do I adjust
and how much or how little?" questions that they may have. 
Read more.

Does your company have news to share? Submit news items to Zoe Adams, Public
Relations Associate, at zoea@gbc.org for consideration.

Welcome to Our New Members

2-1-1 Maryland
Catalyte

View more GBC Member News

Committee News

Education and Workforce Committee

The GBC Education and Workforce Committee met on April 30, 2020, for an informal
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Zoom Committee Chat. Chair Demaune Millard, President & CEO, Family League of
Baltimore, welcomed participants and asked each to share information about how
their organization is coping with the pandemic and what activities they are currently
undertaking. Representatives of not-for-profits, higher education institutions,
foundations and corporate interests shared the status of their organizations, as well
as efforts being made to reach out to assist others during the crisis. The open
dialogue was beneficial to participants, and additional chats will be scheduled in the
future.

Tourism, Entertainment and Culture Committee Update

The GBC Tourism, Entertainment and Culture Committee met for an informal
committee chat via Zoom on April 28, 2020. In addition to the committee chair,
John Racanelli, President and CEO of the National Aquarium, there was
representation from other attractions, museums, tourism agencies and small
businesses. The group had a frank discussion about the impact of the COVID-19
pandemic on the industry, and discussed plans for re-opening when appropriate.
Information was shared regarding visitor sentiment to return, as well. The attendees
appreciated the opportunity to share information and concerns with the committee
members. As a result, additional informal meetings will be planned for the future.

Serve on a GBC Committee!

Are you interested in supporting regional business growth, job creation,
entrepreneurship and innovation? As a GBC member, you can work on projects and
policies by joining a GBC committee.

Get involved and have your opinion heard on one of our committees:
Economic Development
Education and Workforce
Bridging the Gap 
Bioscience
Health Care  
Innovation and Technology
Transportation & Mobility
Public Safety
Tourism, Entertainment and Culture 

To join a committee, go to gbc.org/committees or contact Tara Harris, Committee
Coordinator, 410-727-2820 ext. 35, or by email at tarah@gbc.org.
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65th Annual Meeting Title Sponsor

Find GBC Events
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