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GBC, WBAL NewsRadio host
Baltimore City Election debates

The Greater Baltimore Committee (GBC), in partnership with WBAL NewsRadio 1090
AM/101.5 FM, will host a virtual Baltimore City Mayoral Debate on May 27, 2020,
from 10-11 a.m. The debate will be moderated by GBC President and CEO Donald C.
Fry and WBAL News Now host Bryan Nehman. Confirmed participants are former
Mayor Sheila Dixon, Mary Miller, City Council President Brandon Scott, TJ Smith,
Thiru Vignarajah and Mayor Jack Young.

To register for the Mayoral Debate, click here.
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The Greater Baltimore Committee and WBAL NewsRadio 1090 AM/101.5 FM virtual
City Council President Debate took place on May 14, 2020. Participating in the
debate were leading candidates Delegate Nick Mosby, Councilmember Leon Pinkett,
Councilmember Shannon Sneed, Dan Sparaco and former Councilmember Carl
Stokes.

GBC President and CEO Donald C. Fry and WBAL NewsRadio newscaster Robert
Lang co-moderated the debate.

Topics discussed included the COVID-19 pandemic, education, crime and safety, the
relationship between the City Council President and the Mayor and small business
initiatives.

Read more here.

To view the May 14 debate, click here.

"In Their Words" Election Series

The Greater Baltimore Committee (GBC) encourages all businesses and residents in
the City of Baltimore to engage in this transformative city government election and
to take the time to get to know the candidates. Earlier this year, the GBC sent
questionnaires to the candidates for Mayor and City Council President. In April, the
GBC began the In Their Words election education series.

Throughout the series, priorities such as ethical leadership, public safety, and
education and workforce have been shared through our election education outreach
program, "In Their Words." This week's edition focuses on the important policy
priority of public safety.

See past "In Their Words" here and continue sharing this valuable information with
your networks.

We encourage you to visit our website to view the GBC's policy priorities and the
responses to the candidate questionnaires.

To subscribe to the "In Their Words" email newsletter, which goes out on
Wednesdays and Fridays, email Zoe Adams at zoea@gbc.org.

More on the Election
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Election 2020 Reminder

The rescheduled primary election takes place on June 2, 2020.
The GBC urges all city residents to vote.

Learn more here.

Maryland Presidential Primary Fact Sheet

View important facts about the upcoming Presidential Primary in Maryland.
Read more.

More GBC News

'Use an abundance of
caution,' Dr. Leana Wen
urges business leaders
during GBC webinar on
COVID-19

During a May 19, 2020, Greater Baltimore
Committee (GBC) Newsmaker Speaker Series
Zoom webinar, national public health expert

Dr. Leana Wen provided an update on the coronavirus pandemic to the regional
business community. She discussed considerations related to the relaxing of
restrictions and returning to work and what businesses should be doing to prepare.
GBC President and CEO Donald C. Fry moderated the discussion.

In her opening remarks, Dr. Wen, who is a former Baltimore City Health
Commissioner, mentioned her appearance at a previous GBC Newsmaker on March
12 and said, "We've seen the terrible toll COVID-19 has had on our lives and our
livelihoods" since then and noted that it's "only been two months" since the
pandemic arrived in this country.

On the topic of social distancing, Dr. Wen said, it has paid off, but we are going to
see cases surge again. "Fifty states are reopening in some capacity this week and a
lot of public health officials would say we are not ready to do so. Nothing about this
virus has changed. It's still just as contagious as it was two months ago."

As those states begin to reopen, Dr. Wen suggested some things we can do to
reduce the risk of each encounter, such as considering the distance between desks,
suggesting staggered schedules and having students spend half a day outside.

During a question-and-answer session, Dr. Wen, who is a contributing columnist for
the Washington Post and appears frequently on CNN, MSNBC and BBC, fielded
questions about contact tracing, vaccines, antibodies, racial and socio-economic
disparities in communities of color and ways to protect your staff and communicate
with them about precautions taken at their place of employment.

She said the key to reopening is "a combination of testing, tracing and isolation. All
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three have to come together."

Read more here.

Also see:

BBJ: Dr. Leana Wen: Businesses must do their part to reduce risks when
offices reopen

The Daily Record: Wen warns Baltimore business leaders COVID lockdown
lifting too soon

COVID-19 GBC Coverage

We've compiled a number of resources to keep you up-
to-date on all of the GBC's efforts.

COVID-19 Resources and Helpful Websites
Special Update on State and Federal
Legislation Related to COVID-19
Coverage of GBC Member Companies' philanthropic responses to
COVID-19

Please do not hesitate to reach out to GBC President and CEO Donald C. Fry
at donaldf@gbc.org if you feel there is anything your company can do or if there's
any way the GBC can be of assistance or benefit to you and your company.

Read more.

Baltimore Sun: Baltimore City Council bill would require
essential businesses pay workers premium during
pandemic

The Baltimore City Council wants businesses to pay essential employees a premium
for working during the pandemic, a measure that proposes to put an extra $10 to
$25 per shift in people's wallets.

Council President Brandon M. Scott said the bill would better compensate cashiers,
delivery drivers, security guards and others who are performing essential jobs
during the pandemic. The legislation applies to employees of companies with at
least 100 workers.

Donald C. Fry, President and CEO of the Greater Baltimore Committee, said the
business community is trying to assess the financial burden the legislation would
create for essential employers.

"There are business that are performing essential services to benefit a large portion
of the population, and to throw an additional financial burden on them when we
don't know the magnitude of the cost is somewhat problematic," Fry said. "I have
talked to a number of companies that are trying to analyze the financial impact. A
lot are working on a very thin margin anyway."

Read more.

Also see: FOX45: Proposed bill would give hazard pay to essential workers
in Baltimore City

More GBC News
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Upcoming Events

Professional Development Workshop Series
with Chris McDonell
June 16, 2020: How to be a Master Influencer
July 30, 2020: How to Maximize LinkedIn
October 8, 2020: How to Get and Stay Focused

GBC's 65th Annual Meeting
October 14, 2020
Registration/reception: 5:30 p.m., dinner/program:
6:30 p.m.
Renaissance Baltimore Harborplace Hotel, 202 E. Pratt St., Baltimore, Md., 21202

*If you were previously registered for a rescheduled event, your tickets will be
honored for the new date.

For more information, contact Lisa Byrd, Director of Events and Business
Development at 410-727-2820 ext. 40, or lisab@gbc.org.

View All Events

Committee News

Transportation & Mobility Committee Update

On May 19, 2020, the Transportation & Mobility Committee welcomed Holly Arnold,
Deputy Administrator of MDOT MTA, and Kate Sylvester, Planning Director of MDOT
MTA, to provide a presentation on the draft Central Maryland Regional Transit Plan
that is open for public comment through June 18. The Regional Transit Plan sets the
25-year vision for the transit network in Greater Baltimore and is critically important
to the future of the region's economic growth and success. The Transportation &
Mobility Committee is chaired by Jon Laria, Managing Partner of Ballard Spahr LLP
and member of the GBC Board of Directors. To become involved with the
Committee, please contact Adrea Turner at adreat@gbc.org.

Baltimore Police Department updates Public Safety Committee on
Aerial Investigation Research

The GBC Public Safety Committee held a virtual meeting on May 14, 2020. The
meeting featured a briefing on the Baltimore Police Department's (BPD) Aerial
Investigation Research (AIR) pilot program, which began flying on May 1, 2020. The
briefing included remarks by Ross McNutt, President of Persistent Surveillance
Systems and BPD representatives Eric Melancon, Chief of Staff; Drew Vaught,
Managing Director of Data Driven Strategies; Lieutenant Kimberly Grinage; and
Deputy Commissioner Michael Sullivan. This pilot program is the first of its kind in
the nation. The AIR pilot program, which has one plane flying currently, will
eventually consist of three planes. The goal of BPD is to find out if this is evidence-
based and data-driven information that will be a resource to its officers by
measuring impacts on deterrence and clearance rates.
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Serve on a GBC Committee!

Are you interested in supporting regional business growth, job creation,
entrepreneurship and innovation? As a GBC member, you can work on projects and
policies by joining a GBC committee.

Get involved and have your opinion heard on one of our committees:
Economic Development
Education and Workforce
Bridging the Gap 
Bioscience
Health Care  
Innovation and Technology
Transportation & Mobility
Public Safety
Tourism, Entertainment and Culture 

To join a committee, go to gbc.org/committees or contact Tara Harris, Committee
Coordinator, 410-727-2820 ext. 35, or by email at tarah@gbc.org.

GBC Member News

McCormick and Drew Barrymore partner for #TacosTogether and $1M
donation
McCormick partnered with Drew Barrymore for an engaging virtual taco night called
#TacosTogether. The Instagram Live event took place May 19 and celebrated the
power of food to bring the community together over shared stories and conversation
while supporting one another.
Read more.

Merritt Properties acquires two office buildings in Elkridge, Md .
Offering a campus-like setting with nearby walking and jogging trails, Lyndwood
Executive Center features 788 free parking spaces, nearly 5.0 per 1,000 square feet
of office space, and floor layouts that cater to a spectrum of tenant requirements.
Read more.

BGE announces Customer Relief and Energy Infrastructure Investment Plan
The plan, designed to aid the region in recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic and
to make improvements in service, is a multi-year plan, spanning 2021-2023.
Read more.

Howard Bank extends deadline for 'Keep it Local' contest
Eligible businesses can nominate themselves for a chance to win $10,000. The
businesses with the most compelling stories will move on to the Top 15 voting
round on June 1.
Read more.

M&T Bank customers secure nearly $7 Billion in Paycheck Protection
Program funding to-date
M&T continues to accept PPP loan applications for a limited period of time in order to
assist as many companies as possible, and ensure that those who apply have the
greatest opportunity to receive the limited Small Business Administration (SBA)
funds.
Read more.

The Daily Record: COPT Trust gives $20K grant to support 'Care For Our
Caregivers' program
The grant will help provide meals to the frontline caregivers at Howard County
General Hospital, member of the Johns Hopkins Hospital System, a tenant in the
Columbia Gateway Innovation District.
Read more.

UMMS Hospitals and Medical Facilities Granted $168,000 From Nora
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Roberts Foundation To Aid In COVID-19 Response
The funds will be used by individual hospital foundations to support a variety of
projects and initiatives related to COVID-19 including employee and patient
assistance, meals for the community, personal protective equipment (PPE) and
mental health care resources.
Read more.

Does your company have news to share? Submit news items to Zoe Adams, Public
Relations Associate, at zoea@gbc.org for consideration.
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