
GBC submits suggestions to improve the draft
Central Maryland Regional Transit Plan 

The Greater Baltimore Committee sent a letter to the Maryland Transit
Administration on June 12, 2020, to provide comments and suggestions on the draft
Central Maryland Regional Transit Plan ("draft plan"). 

The GBC believes that the draft plan has tremendous potential to build the
interconnected, multimodal transit network in the Greater Baltimore region that will
advance efforts to build a stronger, more inclusive regional economy and support
prosperity in our businesses and communities.

Some of the recommendations in the letter include:

More specificity and prioritization of strategies and network improvements and
identification of the three to four priority corridors that will advance into the
next level of analysis
Additional clarity regarding the known and anticipated roles of local
governments and the private sector in advancing and implementing the
various elements of the plan
More attention to current capital needs and growth trajectories that require
mitigation
A deeper analysis of funding mechanisms and opportunities
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Additionally, the draft plan references the creation of multiple task forces and
committees as next steps in the planning and implementation process. The GBC
respectfully offered that combining some of those entities and more clearly defining
the outcomes that they are intended to achieve is a better approach.

See more GBC recommendations and read the complete letter here.

Structural Racism in America: What is it?

On June 26, 2020, two of Baltimore's leaders in the fight against systemic racism —
Diane Bell-McKoy, President and CEO of Associated Black Charities, and Dr.
Sheridan Todd Yeary, Senior Pastor of Douglas Memorial Community Church and
Affiliates — joined the Greater Baltimore Committee to discuss the realities of
structural racism in the workplace and in society.

Donald C. Fry, President and CEO of the Greater Baltimore Committee, began the
discussion with a definition of structural racism: "Systems and structures that create
racial inequities in nearly every aspect of life for people of color. These inequities are
locked into our social, economic and political systems."

Both panelists also offered definitions of structural racism.

In discussing the differences between systemic, structural and institutional racism,
Bell-McKoy said it's important to note that "America is built on a framework of a
white perspective, white culture. That is the universal standard for America.
Because of this, privilege is based on skin color." She said that hearing the terms
"white privilege" and "white supremacy" makes people uncomfortable but she urged
people to get comfortable with the discomfort.

"Black and brown people are not inherently dysfunctional and that is an important
concept as we talk about structural racism," Bell-McKoy said.

Dr. Yeary defined structural racism as "inequality reinforced by law. It is legally
sanctioned diminishment of the humanity of certain groups of people and the system
reinforces that inequality." To explain the concept further, Dr. Yeary said people
should start by knowing our history and provided context for how we got to where
we are — going back to how "people" is defined by the Constitution. "We treated
people as property. Because that was their legal status, there was no economic
benefit for the vast majority of those who were enslaved."

Bringing the conversation forward to current events, Dr. Yeary said, "George Floyd
gives us white embarrassment because you can't deny that you've seen it now and
it also reinforces black humiliation because to us it sounds like, 'here we go again.'"

In his closing remarks for the event, Fry said, "Today's program just scratched the
surface and provided awareness and insights into how we got to this place in social

https://files.constantcontact.com/825ab562101/3007e946-09d2-4220-9a43-a0303d379371.pdf
https://gbc.org/structural-racism-in-america-what-is-it/


inequity … but there's so much more to do."

Fry also announced that the GBC is formulating a multi-faceted initiative to increase
awareness, engage in dialogue and to develop solutions to address structural
racism. At its formation, that was an initial premise and goal of the GBC founders --
to be problem solvers.

Read more.

Also see:
BBJ: Why this Baltimore pastor thinks broadband internet should be a
public utility

BBJ: Here's where employers can start in addressing structural racism in
the workplace

Tools available:
Associated Black Charities' History of Systemic Racism video clip
Associated Black Charities' 10 Essential Questions
Associated Black Charities' Resources

Bridging the Gap Committee Presents:
Starting the Conversation About Race

This "business roundtable" discussion takes place on July 14,
2020, at 10 a.m., and will be moderated by Bridging the Gap
Committee members Tony Hill, Managing Partner of Edwards &

Hill Furniture, and David Hodnett, Client Advisor with Brown Advisory.

The senseless murders of George Floyd, Breonna Taylor and Ahmaud Arbury and
others have sparked international focus on the prevalence of racism in society and
the need for decisive action to eradicate racism in our institutions, organizations and
communities.

Starting the conversation can sometimes be the most difficult step but we need to
engage in difficult and uncomfortable discussions. Participants will join us in this
brave space to share perspectives and experiences and hear from others in the
business community.

Registration is now closed. Please watch for future conversations.

More GBC News

It's time to reserve your ad space
in the 2021 Member Directory!

The Greater Baltimore Committee Member Directory
and Business Guide is one of the most frequently
requested publications released each year. It is seen
and used by thousands of community leaders,
business executives and elected officials. In addition to
being a valuable tool for you and your business, the

directory provides a great opportunity to showcase your company through
advertising in the GBC Membership Directory. A variety of ad sizes, including
premium positions and enhanced listing options, are available. All advertising rates
include ads in both our print and digital directory.  

This year, we are offering our members a 20% discount on ads placed prior to
August 31. We have also extended the payment due date for the discounted ads to
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Friday, September 25, 2020. To meet our publication timeline, final artwork is due
by Monday, October 12, 2020.

Additionally, this year we are offering complimentary banner advertising in the
GBC e-newsletter, The Leader, sent bi-weekly to state and regional business and
civic leaders. This offer is available for all premium and full page ads, first-come,
first-served, until sold out.  

Please consider supporting the GBC, while increasing your visibility among the top
businesses and civic organizations in the Greater Baltimore region, by purchasing an
ad in the GBC Member Directory that will be published and distributed in early
December for use in calendar year 2021.

Contact Jeremy Rosendale, GBC's Director of Member Engagement and External
Affairs, at jeremyr@gbc.org or by phone at 410-727-2820 ext. 15, to reserve your
space. Payment may be made by ACH, check or credit card.

Thank you for your support and participation in the Greater Baltimore Committee. 

MD5G Partnership launches in support of 5G deployment
throughout Maryland

A group of Maryland's technology, civic and business leadership -- including the
Greater Baltimore Committee -- announced the formation of the MD5G Partnership.
The coalition intends to create more connected communities through
communications infrastructure and 5G—the next-generation of connectivity.

With more mobile devices in the state than ever before, traffic on cellular networks
as well as the demand for mobile data continues to grow exponentially. The
revolution to 5G throughout Maryland will deliver data at rates 20 times faster than
the infrastructure in place today, enabling new technologies and innovations in
education, public safety, healthcare, technology, public transportation and other
industries to thrive.

Read more.

More GBC News

Upcoming Events

GBC Newsmaker Speaker Series:
The State of Hospitality &
Tourism
July 15, 2020
9 a.m.
Webinar via Zoom

Professional Development
Workshop Series with Chris
McDonell/Keith Daw: How to
Maximize LinkedIn
July 30, 2020
8:30 a.m.
Meeting via Zoom

Just Announced!
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GBC Newsmaker Speaker Series: Re-inventing a Baltimore Landmark --
Lexington Market 2.0
August 20, 2020
10 a.m.
Webinar via Zoom

Just Announced!
GBC Newsmaker Speaker Series: A Win for Baltimore: The Renovation of
Pimlico and Preserving the Preakness
August 26, 2020
9 a.m.
Webinar via Zoom

2020 GBC Golf Classic
September 24, 2020
8 a.m. shotgun start
Greystone Golf Course, 2115 White Hall Road, White Hall, Md., 21161

Professional Development Workshop Series
with Chris McDonell: How to Get and Stay Focused
October 8, 2020
8:30 a.m.
Location to be announced.

GBC's 65th Annual Meeting
October 14, 2020
Registration/reception: 5:30 p.m., dinner/program: 6:30 p.m.
Renaissance Baltimore Harborplace Hotel, 202 E. Pratt St., Baltimore, Md., 21202

*If you were previously registered for a rescheduled event, your tickets will be
honored for the new date.

For more information, contact Lisa Byrd, Director of Events and Business
Development at 410-727-2820 ext. 40, or lisab@gbc.org.

Register for Events

Committee News

Economic Development Committee Update

The GBC Economic Development Committee met on June 24, 2020, to hear two
briefings. First, Ethan Cohen, Senior Project Coordinator from the Baltimore City
Office of the Mayor, and Brad Rogers, Executive Director, South Baltimore Gateway
Partnership, provided a presentation about The Middle Branch Waterfront, a multi-
year project committed to building a system of parks, trails and public amenities
along 11 miles of the Patapsco River shoreline from the Locust Point Marine Terminal
to Masonville Cove in South Baltimore. The property is currently a patchwork of
vacant land, active industrial uses, long-fallow development sites, and underutilized
parks that are disconnected from one another or the nearest neighborhoods.

Following this discussion, Andy Bauer, Vice President & Regional Executive of
Research for the Federal Reserve Bank of Richmond, Baltimore Branch, provided a
briefing on the U.S. economy as it deals with the COVID-19 slowdown. Bauer noted
that while the economy is still down from where it was in March prior to the COVID-
related economic slowdown, there are signs of economic improvement, including a
stabilization in manufacturing and an uptick in retail spending. However, Bauer
predicted that the long-term recovery will likely be slow, especially in the labor
market that saw an historic impact stemming from the pandemic.
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Serve on a GBC Committee!

Are you interested in supporting regional business growth, job creation,
entrepreneurship and innovation? As a GBC member, you can work on projects and
policies by joining a GBC committee.

Get involved and have your opinion heard on one of our committees:
Economic Development
Education and Workforce
Bridging the Gap 
Bioscience
Health Care  
Innovation and Technology
Transportation & Mobility
Public Safety
Tourism, Entertainment and Culture 

To join a committee, go to gbc.org/committees or contact Tara Harris, Committee
Coordinator, 410-727-2820 ext. 35, or by email at tarah@gbc.org.

GBC Member News

David O'Reilly named President of The Howard Hughes Corporation
O'Reilly will also continue to serve as the Company's CFO, a position he has held
since joining The Howard Hughes Corporation in 2016.
Read more.

BBJ: McCormick's profit exceeds expectations in 2Q amid increase in at-
home cooking
Strength in consumer demand drove the increase. McCormick's consumer sales
segment saw sales skyrocket 26% to $962.6 million in the second quarter,
compared to $764.1 million in the year-ago quarter as shoppers flooded grocery
stores to stock up their pantries.
Read more.

Mercy Medical Center completes newly constructed hospital floor ahead of
schedule
Mercy Medical Center announced the completion of a newly constructed unit on the
17th Floor of the Mary Catherine Bunting Center main hospital in downtown
Baltimore. The state-of-the-art unit was completed in record time, ahead of
schedule, in partnership with The Whiting-Turner Contracting Company. 
Read more.

McDaniel College announces Fall 2020 semester reopening plans
McDaniel College announced key decisions that involve academics, including
changes to the undergraduate academic calendar, as well as health and safety,
residential life and food service, student support and campus life, and financial
matters in response to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Read more.

T. Rowe Price commits $2M to support organizations in the fight against
racial injustice
T. Rowe Price and its Foundation announced a $2 million commitment to
organizations working to fight racial injustice. The donation is a continuation of the
firm's commitment to racial equity.
Read more.

EMR offering kitchen equipment service special until July 31
As an effort to provide relief to businesses that are re-opening, Electric Motor Repair
(EMR), is offering a kitchen equipment service special to select businesses. 
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Read more.

Abel Communications launches Boost Bmore Project
Abel Communications announced the launch of the Boost Bmore Project, an initiative
that offers pro-bono communications consulting to select Baltimore businesses.
Greater Baltimore small businesses, nonprofits, restaurants, startups and
entrepreneurs with less than 50 full-time employees can apply.
Read more.

Does your company have news to share? Submit news items to Zoe Adams, Public
Relations Associate, at zoea@gbc.org for consideration.

Welcome to Our New Members

Italian Cultural Center of Maryland

Morgan Stanley

View more GBC Member News
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