
GBC joins with regional business organizations to
advocate for federal COVID-19 relief legislation

On July 31, 2020, regional business organizations including the Greater Baltimore
Committee sent a letter to the Maryland, D.C. and Virginia Congressional
Delegations regarding COVID-19 relief legislation.

The letter stated:

The coronavirus pandemic (COVID-19) continues to impact our region's employers,
their employees, and their families, and we applaud your shared leadership and
commitment to deliver much-needed assistance, especially to those most
vulnerable. As a coalition of Capital Region business organizations, we are aligned to
support your efforts in the passage of an additional economic relief package as soon
as possible. We support the inclusion of funding for healthcare providers and
healthcare systems to combat the virus, increased support for transit agencies, and
additional aid for state and local governments who have diverted their already
strained resources to preventing further spread of the virus, including equal support
for the District of Columbia to protect its residents, federal employees, and
economy.

As we work together to slow the spread of COVID-19, we stand together with you in
putting the health and safety of our region first. For our economy to reopen safely
and gradually we require clear guidance supported by data and science from public
health and emergency response experts, informed by an increase in testing
capacity, contact tracing and enhanced supply of personal protective equipment
(PPE).

Our region spans three jurisdictions, with a significant portion of our workforce —
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especially those considered essential workers — relying on public transportation.
Increased support for transit agencies is essential to ensure that our regional
economy recovers from the pandemic and that workers can safely and reliably have
access to jobs. We urge the Delegation to advocate for additional funding for our
transit agencies, like the Maryland Transit Administration (MTA), Washington Area
Metropolitan Authority, Montgomery County Ride On, Prince George's County The
Bus, Fairfax County Connector, and the Greater Richmond Transit Company
Authority, and ensure MTA receives an equitable funding allocation compared to its
large metro transit partners throughout the U.S.

Read the complete Letter from Regional Business Organizations to Md., D.C. & Va.
Congressional Delegations regarding COVID-19 Relief Legislation here.

In addition, on August 6, 2020, the GBC joined with a group of 205 organizations
from all 50 states to support regional cultural institutions in a letter sent to
Congressional leaders.

The letter stated:

Americans for the Arts estimates the total economic impact on Arts & Culture
organizations to be $9.1 billion in losses to date, with an additional $10.4 billion in
event-related spending by arts consumers at local businesses (restaurants, lodging,
retail) due to the loss of more than 327 million visitors since the start of the crisis.

If cultural institutions like aquariums, zoos, performance centers, and museums are
to survive this crisis, we request that the U.S. Congress work swiftly to enact the
following provisions:

Increase the allocation to at least $6 billion for the Institute of Museums and
Library Services and the National Endowment for the Arts, and the National
Endowment for the Humanities to provide direct economic relief for non-profit
museums, aquariums, zoos and performing arts centers. This funding should
be used to provide grants for operational support, distance learning, and
pandemic recovery planning and implementation.
Require the Federal Reserve to broaden their nonprofit lending facility under
the Main Street Lending Program to specifically benefit mid-size nonprofits to
those with more than 500 employees, and a loan forgiveness option.
Increase and extend the Paycheck Protection Program and loan forgiveness
provisions in the CARES Act by enabling a second round of funding for all non-
profits – including zoos, aquariums, museums, and performing arts centers
with greater than 500 employees.
Expand the universal charitable deduction provision by enacting the provisions
of S. 4032/H.R. 7324 to increase the amount to one-third of the standard
deduction, allow all taxpayers to claim the deduction on both 2019 and 2020
returns including through amended 2019 returns, and extend the charitable
deduction provided by the CARES Act through 2021.

Collectively, the nation's performing arts centers, museums, zoos, and aquariums
are losing nearly $33 million dollars a day due to closures and are in desperate need
of significant federal support to continue to employ many thousands of people,
rebuild our nation’s tourism industry, and simply survive the months to come. As
cash-based businesses, their economic stability depends on revenue generated from
visitors. To date, more than 62,000 employees have been laid off, nearly 50,000
furloughed and an additional 8,000 jobs remain unfilled due to hiring freezes in the
arts and culture sector.

Read the complete Cultural Institutions Coalition Letter Sent to Congressional
Leaders here.

Working to close the digital
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divide in Baltimore

The coronavirus pandemic has highlighted the
challenge of the digital divide in Baltimore City
leaving tens of thousands of students without
adequate computers or access for online schooling.

PCs for People, a new nonprofit organization,
funded by the Abell Foundation, is seeking donations
of "retired" computers and computer equipment from

the business community. This effort is in partnership with the Baltimore City Public
Schools to help support their work to secure more devices to bridge the digital
divide.

A certified electronics recycler, PCs for People works with businesses to safely and
responsibly dispose of their excess technology by recycling, or repurposing,
electronic assets and returning them to use in the local community.

PCs for People and the Greater Baltimore Committee are part of the Digital Equity
Coalition, an initiative involving more than 60 organizations working to close the
digital divide in Baltimore.

For more information or to donate computer equipment contact Kelly Hodge-
Williams at khodgew@pcsforpeople.org or 410-207-7455.

Read more.

Coming Up

The GBC COVID-19 Business Recovery Advisory Council will host a seminar focused
on helping small and minority-owned businesses to recover from the economic
impact suffered during the coronavirus pandemic.

More details to be announced soon.

GBC COVID-19 Resources

COVID-19 Resources: Baltimore Region's School Opening Plans
COVID-19 Resources: Planning for a Safe Reopening
COVID-19 Resources and Helpful Websites
COVID-19: GBC Coverage and Response

More GBC News

President & CEO Report

Did you miss GBC President and CEO Donald C.
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Fry's latest report?

The report includes updates on GBC's
commitment to racial equity and justice; 2020
initiatives, including the "In Their Words" election
education series; work on the draft Central

Maryland Regional Transit Plan; COVID-19 coverage and response; member support
and engagement; advocacy and more.

Read it here.

Nominate a Deserving
Business for the 46th Annual
Mayor's Business Recognition

Awards

Each year the Mayor of the City of Baltimore
joins with the Greater Baltimore Committee and
the Baltimore Development Corporation to
recognize businesses that have demonstrated
significant leadership and service to improve the

quality of life in Baltimore. We invite you to nominate your company or another
deserving company for the 2020 Mayor's Business Recognition Award.

Self nominations are accepted and encouraged. Nominations will be accepted until
close of business October 2, 2020.

If you have any questions please contact Lisa Byrd, Director of Events and
Business Development, at 410-727-2820 or lisab@gbc.org.

Access the nomination form here.

Professional Development
Workshop Series

On, July 30, 2020, the GBC held the second
workshop in its three-part Professional
Development Series: How to Maximize LinkedIn
with Keith Daw, Vice President of McDonell
Consulting Group. The workshop provided tips

on how to drive successful engagement virtually and explained why LinkedIn is an
essential tool for company growth.

See some useful materials here:
Maximize LinkedIn Presentation
Maximize LinkedIn Training Notes

Join the GBC and Chris McDonell, President of McDonell Consulting Group, on
October 8 for the third session in the Professional Development Workshop
Series: How to Get and Stay Focused.

Submit a Question

Did you know you may now submit a question
to any of our upcoming virtual meetings or
webinars in advance?
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We have two upcoming Newsmaker Speaker
Series events: Re-inventing a Baltimore
Landmark – Lexington Market 2.0 on
August 20 and A Win for Baltimore: The
Renovation of Pimlico and Preserving the
Preakness on August 26. Feel free to ask the
panelists whatever's on your mind.

Submit a question to Thibault Manekin, Jon Constable, Pickett Slater Harrington or
Peter DiPrinzio of Seawall Development about the future of Lexington Market. Or,
send in a question to Senate President Bill Ferguson; Delegate Nick Mosby; William
Cole, Partner at Margrave Strategies; and Sean Malone, Partner at Harris Jones &
Malone; concerning Preakness and Pimlico legislation.

When you register for an event, you may fill out the "Presenter Questions" field on
the form.

Additionally, we often present the opportunity to ask questions during an event,
using the Zoom Chat function. So, please don't hesitate to join the conversation.

If you've already registered, but still want to submit a question in advance, email
Lisa Byrd, Director of Events and Business Development, at lisab@gbc.org.

More GBC News

Upcoming Events

GBC Newsmaker Speaker Series: Re-
inventing a Baltimore Landmark --
Lexington Market 2.0
August 20, 2020
10 a.m.
Webinar via Zoom

GBC Newsmaker Speaker Series: A Win
for Baltimore: The Renovation of
Pimlico and Preserving the Preakness
August 26, 2020
9 a.m.
Webinar via Zoom

2020 GBC Golf Classic
September 24, 2020
8 a.m. shotgun start
Greystone Golf Course, 2115 White Hall Road, White Hall, Md., 21161

Baltimore Women's Advisory Board: Financial Wellness — Mobilizing the
Financial Power of Women
September 30, 2020
10 a.m.
Webinar via Zoom

Professional Development Workshop Series
with Chris McDonell: How to Get and Stay Focused
October 8, 2020
8:30 a.m.
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Virtual Meeting via Zoom

GBC's 65th Annual Meeting
October 14, 2020

*If you were previously registered for a rescheduled event, your tickets will be
honored for the new date.

For more information, contact Lisa Byrd, Director of Events and Business
Development at 410-727-2820 ext. 40, or lisab@gbc.org.

Register for Events

Committee News

Serve on a GBC Committee!

Are you interested in supporting regional business growth, job creation,
entrepreneurship and innovation? As a GBC member, you can work on projects and
policies by joining a GBC committee.

Get involved and have your opinion heard on one of our committees:
Economic Development
Education and Workforce
Bridging the Gap 
Bioscience
Health Care  
Innovation and Technology
Transportation & Mobility
Public Safety
Tourism, Entertainment and Culture 

To join a committee, go to gbc.org/committees or contact Tara Harris, Committee
Coordinator, 410-727-2820 ext. 35, or by email at tarah@gbc.org.

GBC Member News

BCCC to offer tuition-free classes for fall semester
Combining Federal financial aid, the State of Maryland's Promise Scholarship,
support from the City of Baltimore, the BCCC Foundation scholarship opportunities,
and CARES Act funding, eligible students entering or returning for fall courses at
BCCC can enroll tuition free.
Read more.

Loyola ranks in top 7% of U.S. universities for mid-career salary potential
Loyola alumni submitting salary information to PayScale earned a median early
career pay of $67,395 and a median mid-career pay of $122,700.
Read more.

Ulman Foundation leads MOVE Maryland program to benefit nonprofits
MOVE Maryland is an opportunity to raise funds to get people moving in support of
their favorite nonprofit, and to collectively elevate Maryland's nonprofit sector in the
midst of these challenging times. The event takes place on Nov. 7.
Read more.

BBJ: McCormick's 1st Black president says she will strive for diverse hiring,
mentorship
Nneka Rimmer said she will seek diverse candidate pools when hiring and will
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mentor Black leaders in and outside of McCormick.
Read more.

Ruth Williams-Brinkley named regional president of Kaiser Permanente's
Mid-Atlantic region
Williams-Brinkley joins the Mid-Atlantic region from Kaiser Permanente Northwest,
where she served as president since 2017.
Read more.

Does your company have news to share? Submit news items to Zoe Adams, Public
Relations Associate, at zoea@gbc.org for consideration.

Welcome to Our New Members

Health Care Access Maryland

Maryland Addiction Recovery Center

Maryland Center for Hospitality Training

Minority Business Development Agency 

NPower

View more GBC Member News

2020 Sponsors

Ambassador

Signature

65th Annual Meeting Title Sponsor
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Find GBC Events

Connect with us

#GBC65
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