
Statement of Donald C. Fry, President
and CEO, Greater Baltimore Committee,
on Senator Thomas V. Mike Miller Jr.'s

Retirement from Politics

"Senator Miller has been a remarkable public servant for
Maryland and he retires with an historic political career that few
in the state or nation can or will match. As Senate President, he
encouraged a bipartisan approach, expected respect of the
Senate of Maryland as an institution, demanded civility among

legislators, and oversaw important legislation and programs that improved the lives
of many Marylanders. The entire state owes Senator Miller a great deal of gratitude
for his commitment and legacy as a legislator who served with dignity, honor and
respect."

President & CEO Report

Did you miss GBC President & CEO Donald C.
Fry's latest report?

This edition of the President & CEO Report includes details on the following and
more:

Initial action steps the GBC will take in 2021 as part of its commitment to
improving racial equity and social justice
The publication of the GBC report, Preparing for the Future: A Regional
Workforce Development Initiative
The publication of Creating a Successful School/Business Partnership: A
Guide for Schools and Businesses, developed by the GBC to help
businesses form successful school partnerships
The election education program the GBC undertook for the Baltimore City
elections
An update on the GBC COVID-19 Business Recovery Advisory Council and
its focus
An update on the Next Up program
The formation of the GBC Sports and Events Marketing Advisory Council
The GBC's successful policy advocacy efforts in the General Assembly

Read it here.
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Maryland Matters: Opinion: State's Economy, Environment
and Equity Depend on Transit

Whether current and future Maryland transit riders see light at the end of their
tunnel during 2021 and beyond depends in large part on the Maryland General
Assembly's response to a critical piece of legislation that will be introduced when the
new session begins in January.

Our state's economic health, sustainability and equity for all Marylanders depend on
the legislature and governor allocating the necessary resources to invest in safe,
reliable public transportation that serves our entire state.

Maryland's Economic Health: Shortly before Gov. Larry Hogan abruptly canceled
the Baltimore region's long-awaited east/west light rail (Red Line) after nearly 15
years of planning, Greater Baltimore Committee President and CEO Donald Fry said,
"The Red Line is a jobs line. It's a critical piece of our economic growth." This
followed a report by Transportation for America, a Washington, D.C., based alliance
of business, civic and elected leaders, which projected that over 15,000 new jobs
and 7,500 new businesses leading to $2.1 billion in economic activity would result
from the Red Line's construction.

Sadly, the Baltimore region and state of Maryland are not realizing the benefits of
this canceled investment – which would have included greater tax revenues and
reduced public assistance costs. The entire state suffers when our largest population
center and economic engine struggles.

Read more.

GBC 2021 Member Directory

The 2021 Member Directory is now available!

In addition to member listings and the year in review, the
2021 edition highlights the Regional Workforce
Development Initiative Report and GBC's Next Up
Program.

View the online 2021 Member Directory now.

More GBC News

Letter calling on Congress to
make fundamental changes to
federal transportation program

On December 16, 2020, Greater Baltimore
Committee President and CEO Donald Fry was

one of three in Maryland to sign a letter to Congress regarding transportation
advocacy at the national level.

The letter stated:

"Transportation is the bedrock of our nation's economy and recovery from COVID-
19, yet America's transportation system is in crisis—and more money alone cannot
fix it. Despite billions spent every year, our roads, bridges, transit and rail systems
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are in disrepair; congestion has increased; pedestrian fatalities and emissions are
the highest in decades and rising; and too many people lack safe, affordable, and
convenient access to jobs and important services. We must reform the federal
transportation program to solve these problems by prioritizing maintenance,
designing for safety over speed and connecting people to jobs and services."

Additionally, it outlined three reforms needed in order to modernize the
transportation system:

Prioritize maintenance: Cut the road, bridge, transit and rail maintenance
backlog in half
Design for safety over speed: Save lives with slower, safer road design
Focus on improving access for people to jobs and services: Determine current
connectivity and prioritize projects that will improve those connections.

Read the complete letter here.

Public Safety Committee Update:
Committee receives overview of

Report of the Commission to
Restore Trust in Policing

The Public Safety Committee met on January 5, 2021,
and received an overview of the Report of the Commission to Restore Trust in
Policing. Commission members Judge Alexander Williams, former Judge of the
United States District Court for the District of Maryland, and Sean Malone of Harris
Jones & Malone, provided background on the commission's work and some of the
key findings and recommendations in the recently released 184-page report.

The commission was established by state legislators two years ago to primarily
investigate the root causes of criminal misconduct by members of the Baltimore City
Police Department's Gun Trace Task Force. Judge Williams, who chaired the
commission, and Malone noted that the report includes more than 40
recommendations to improve integrity and accountability in the police department,
such as measures designed to detect and deter officer misconduct, ethics training,
citizen participation in the review of complaints filed against police officers, as well
as reconstituting the Baltimore City Criminal Justice Coordinating Council.

They also noted that the report recommends reforms to the state's Law Enforcement
Officers' Bill of Rights, which the Maryland General Assembly is expected to discuss
as part of a broader debate regarding police reform during the 2021 session, which
begins January 13.

Regional Workforce Development
Initiative Update:

CCBC opens Transportation Training
Center at Tradepoint Atlantic Center

to offer new CDL training

Community College of Baltimore County, in conjunction with the CCBC Foundation,
announces the opening of a new Transportation Training Center at Tradepoint
Atlantic. As part of this new center, CCBC will offer Commercial Driver's License
(CDL) training with an expansive new driving range, a welcomed addition to the
college's Transportation, Distribution and Logistics Institute.

CCBC's Transportation Training Center fits well within Tradepoint Atlantic's plan for
industrial growth within Baltimore County and the region. As a world-class 3,300
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acre site for multi-modal transportation, distribution, logistics and ancillary
businesses, Tradepoint Atlantic provides CCBC with the perfect opportunity to offer
training in areas that complement its Transportation, Distribution and Logistics
Institute. Additionally, with Baltimore County being home to the third highest
number of Transportation, Distribution and Logistic employers in Maryland, CCBC
can create a pipeline of workers trained to meet the county's in-demand jobs.

For more information about CCBC's CDL training, contact Stacy Igo
at sigo@ccbcmd.edu or call 443-840-4878. Opportunities for financial aid are also
available.

Read more.

Also see: Regional Workforce Development Initiative

Coalition for a Second Chance Update: 
U.S. Attorney's Office representatives provide

updates on re-entry efforts

On December 17, 2020, the Coalition for a Second Chance welcomed Jonathan
Lenzner, First Assistant United States Attorney at United States Attorney's Office,
District of Maryland, and Elizabeth Canfil, Reentry Specialist for the United States
Attorney's Office for the District of Maryland, as the guest speakers. Lenzner and
Canfil provided an update on the re-entry efforts underway and in planning stages
at the USAO Maryland District Office and then participated in a discussion with
Coalition members about activities underway and opportunities for collaboration.

More GBC News

Upcoming Events

Baltimore Women's Advisory Board:
Sharpen Your Executive Presence with
Allison Shapira
January 14, 2021
11 a.m.-12:15 p.m.
Virtual Meeting via Zoom

GBC Newsmaker Speaker Series —
Vaccines On the Way: Development &
Distribution
January 19, 2021
9 a.m.
Webinar via Zoom

Professional Development Workshop with Chris McDonell: Reset and
Refocus for 2021
January 22, 2021
9-10:30 a.m.
Virtual Meeting via Zoom

2021 Maryland General Assembly Legislative Forum
January 25, 2021
8-9:30 a.m.
Virtual Event via Zoom
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School/Business Partnership Workshop: Partnering with City Schools in the
Age of COVID-19
January 26, 2021
9-10:30 a.m.
Virtual Meeting via Zoom
*This is a Members Only event.

For more information, contact Lisa Byrd, Director of Events and Business
Development at lisab@gbc.org.

Register for Events

GBC Committees

Introducing the
Sports & Events Marketing

Advisory Council

The mission of the Sports & Events Marketing
Advisory Council is to actively support and
promote the economic benefit of Baltimore's

major sports teams and all other major sports and entertainment events. The
Council will assist in efforts to attract and market major sporting and entertainment
events in the Greater Baltimore region. The Council is chaired by Paul Tiburzi, Senior
Partner, DLA Piper. Membership is by invitation only. For more information, contact
Lisa Byrd, Director of Events and Business Development at lisab@gbc.org.

Serve on a GBC Committee!

Are you interested in supporting regional business growth, job creation,
entrepreneurship and innovation? As a GBC member, you can work on projects and
policies by joining a GBC committee.

Get involved and have your opinion heard on one of our committees:
Economic Development
Education and Workforce
Bridging the Gap 
Bioscience
Health Care  
Innovation and Technology
Transportation & Mobility
Public Safety
Tourism, Entertainment and Culture 
Sports & Events Marketing Advisory Council

To join a committee, go to gbc.org/committees or contact Tara Harris, Committee
Coordinator, 410-727-2820 ext. 35, or by email at tarah@gbc.org.

GBC Member News

The Daily Record: Johns Hopkins School of Medicine awarded near $400K
grant for 2-year cancer project
The American Cancer Society and Pfizer have approved grants totaling more than
$3 million in 10 communities focused on reducing racial disparities and helping
optimize cancer outcomes for Black men and women, including the Johns Hopkins
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University School of Medicine in Baltimore.
Read more.

The Daily Record: McCormick snags natural flavoring manufacturer for
$710M
McCormick announced that it has acquired FONA International, LLC, a manufacturer
of "clean and natural flavors," for $710 million. With this acquisition, the Hunt
Valley-based company will expand its presence in the clean and natural foods
market.
Read more.

BBJ: TEDCO to distribute $5M in COVID relief to rural, disadvantaged
startups
TEDCO is offering financial relief to early-stage companies that have been heavily
impacted by the ongoing coronavirus crisis and are in need of bridge funding to
survive.
Read more.

The Daily Record: LifeBridge Health begins COVID-19 vaccinations of
frontline caregivers
The first doses of the newly approved Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine arrived at LifeBridge
Health on December 17 with 24 team members receiving the vaccine that afternoon
at Sinai Hospital. The health system began larger vaccination clinics December 18 at
Sinai Hospital, Northwest Hospital and Carrol Hospital for employees who have pre-
registered to receive the vaccine.
Read more.

BBJ: BGE pledges $15M in COVID-19 relief grants to small businesses
The utility company announced it has pledged $15 million in grants to small
businesses located in its service area. Businesses can begin applying for the grants
of up to $20,000 each starting January 20.
Read more.

McDaniel College appoints Dr. Julia Jasken as 10th president
Jasken has dedicated nearly her entire professional life to higher education and most
notably to McDaniel, beginning in the classroom in 2003 as an English professor
specializing in new media pedagogy and teaching a variety of professional writing
courses.
Read more.

Does your company have news to share? Submit news items to Zoe Adams, Public
Relations Associate, at zoea@gbc.org for consideration.

Welcome to Our New Members

Facebook

Unibail-Rodamco-Westfield

View more GBC Member News

2021 Sponsors

Ambassador
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Signature

Find GBC Events

Connect with us
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