
The Greater Baltimore Committee
mourns the loss of

Thomas V. "Mike" Miller

The Greater Baltimore Committee (GBC) mourns the loss of
Maryland Senate President Emeritus Thomas V. "Mike" Miller,
the longest serving Senate President in Maryland's history,
who died January 15. He was 78.

GBC President and CEO Donald C. Fry said of Senator Miller's
passing, "His record of public service and legislative
accomplishments are legendary. He loved the Maryland

General Assembly and respected its members irrespective of party affiliation. A
student of history, he will be treated in the annals of Maryland's history as a giant."
Fry added, "During my time as an elected official (1991-1999) in the House of
Delegates and the Senate, I, like many others, came to see Senator Miller as a one-
of-a-kind dedicated public servant."

Upon Miller's retirement a month ago, Fry wrote, "Senator Miller has been a
remarkable public servant for Maryland and retires with an historic political career
that few in the state or nation can or will match. As Senate President, he
encouraged a bipartisan approach, expected respect of the Senate of Maryland as an
institution, demanded civility among legislators, and oversaw important legislation
and programs that improved the lives of many Marylanders. The entire state owes
Senator Miller a great deal of gratitude for his commitment and legacy as a
legislator who served with dignity, honor and respect."

"Miller's legacy of helping to improve many Marylanders' lives will live on for
generations, and hopefully elected state officials will follow his civil, bipartisan
approach during the current Maryland General Assembly session and for years to
come," Fry said.

Senator Miller lies in state at the State House January 21 and 22 with limited
visitation. A private funeral Mass is scheduled for January 23.
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Pictured: Dr. Anna P. Durbin, Dr. Lisa Maragakis, Dr. Bruce Jarrell, Dr. Kathleen Neuzil 

Hopkins and UMB health care professionals discuss
vaccine development and distribution

On January 19, 2021, the Greater Baltimore Committee Newsmaker Speaker Series
— Vaccines On the Way: Development & Distribution explored advancements and
developments with the COVID-19 vaccines.

Speakers included:
Dr. Anna P. Durbin, Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health
Dr. Bruce Jarrell, President, University of Maryland, Baltimore
Dr. Lisa Maragakis, Senior Director, Healthcare Epidemiology and Infection
Prevention, Johns Hopkins
Dr. Kathleen Neuzil, Director, Center for Vaccine Development, University of
Maryland School of Medicine

In his opening comments, GBC President and CEO Don Fry said, "Baltimore is so
fortunate to have two extraordinary medical research institutions that serve as
bookends of our city and are economic engines for our region. The quality of health
care that they bring to our region is exceptional but all too often ground-breaking
research and development of medical advances are taking place at these fine
institutions that we are not aware of."

The panelists all emphasized the safety of the available vaccines and noted the
importance of continuing to communicate with the Black and Latinx communities.
They also explained what business leaders can do to help with the vaccination
process.

How business leaders can help:

"The first thing is to understand that everyone is maximally utilized," said Dr. Jarrell.
"Any resources people can bring to the table will help us do a better job. Just be
understanding and patient that people are trying their best. Everybody needs to be
pulling together."

Dr. Maragakis noted that she's seen some success with public-private partnerships.
"The more we can work together and pull together collaboratives to solve some of
these tough issues … we end up with a better product that can reach more people."

Dr. Durbin reminded businesses that are actually working in the community to ask
community members about their needs and concerns. "Address all the
misinformation that is out there…. Help combat the misinformation. Help people
make the choice to be vaccinated."

Read the complete article here.

Also see:
Baltimore Sun: Maryland counties scramble to coordinate COVID-19
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vaccinations as demand soars: 'We're trying to figure it out as we go'

BBJ: Health experts urge local businesses to help combat misinformation as
vaccine rollout continues

GBC 2021 Maryland General
Assembly Legislative Forum

Join the Greater Baltimore Committee for its
annual Maryland General Assembly Legislative
Forum on January 25 at 8 a.m. This event will
highlight key policy issues for the 2021 Maryland
General Assembly legislative session.

Panelists include:
Senate President William C. "Bill" Ferguson
Senator Michael J. Hough, Senate Minority Leader
Delegate Eric G. Luedtke, Majority Leader, House of Delegates
Delegate Stephanie Smith, Chair, Baltimore City House Delegation
David C. Romans, Fiscal and Policy Coordinator, Department of Legislative
Service Office of Policy Analysis

Moderated by Jeff Salkin, Host of "State Circle" on Maryland Public Television.

Register now

2021 Legislative Priorities

Strengthening Maryland's Competitive Edge &
Recovering from the Pandemic

The Greater Baltimore Committee (GBC) has issued its 2021
Legislative Priorities for the Maryland General Assembly
session and expects to be actively involved during the
session in a number of key statewide issues, including racial
equity and justice and economic recovery from the COVID-
19 pandemic.

"The COVID-19 pandemic will make this a challenging and
unique year for the General Assembly, but there are many pressing issues that
cannot wait and must be addressed to ensure businesses and the state's economy
are well positioned to thrive as the pandemic subsides," said Donald C. Fry,
President and CEO of the Greater Baltimore Committee. "The GBC will continue to be
a leading voice for the private sector in the General Assembly."

View the Priorities here.

Also see:
2021 Dates of Interest
BBJ: Md's General Assembly convenes for legislative session unlike
any other

Don Fry Commentary:
Pandemic Recovery and the State's
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Competitive Edge

Below is an excerpt of a commentary by Greater Baltimore
Committee President & CEO Donald C. Fry published in The
Daily Record's Eye on Annapolis 2021 Summit on January 12,
2021.

With the COVID-19 pandemic threatening the health of
Marylanders and disrupting the economy, the 2021 session of
the Maryland General Assembly is shaping up to be unique
and challenging.

In a recent virtual meeting with business leaders, Senate President Bill Ferguson and
House Speaker Adrienne A. Jones said addressing the public health and economic
effects of the pandemic would be a top priority during the 90-day session.

The crisis has put unprecedented economic pressures on businesses throughout
Maryland, especially small and minority-owned businesses, which often lack the
resources or capital to sustain a significant loss in revenue for a long period. The
pandemic has also highlighted challenges to child care access and the magnitude of
the digital divide.

The Greater Baltimore Committee plans to advocate for policy funding and solutions
to accelerate economic recovery with an emphasis on support for small and
minority-owned businesses.

Some specific principles the GBC will urge legislators to follow include:
Providing recovery resources that are directed to the most impacted
industries, including restaurants, hotels, retail, tourism and nonprofits.
Approving policies or programs to increase access to capital for small and
minority-owned businesses including traditional and non-traditional capital
sources (CDFIs, PPP, venture capital, etc.).
Investing state dollars to assist efforts to bridge the digital divide, including
expanding broadband access and connectivity.

Read the complete commentary here.
See Eye on Annapolis Digital Edition here.

WBAL NewsRadio:
Previewing Maryland General
Assembly 2021 Session amid
COVID-19 pandemic [Audio]

Don Fry, President & CEO of the Greater Baltimore Committee, talks about the
COVID-19 recovery bill and other issues facing the legislature.

Listen here.

More GBC News

Mayor Brandon Scott loosens
dining restrictions in

Baltimore City

Baltimore Mayor Brandon Scott announced new
capacity restrictions on restaurants on January
20, after the city has seen a slight reduction in
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new cases and a decrease in hospital utilization.

The update to restrictions, which take effect January 22, 2021, at 6 a.m. are:
Outdoor dining for restaurants and bars without a food license will be allowed
at 50% capacity for a maximum time limit of one hour. All coverings outdoors
must be open.
Indoor dining for restaurants and bars without a food license will be allowed at
25% capacity with a time limit of one hour.
Restaurants and bars must keep a sign-in sheet for patrons of both indoor and
outdoor dining.
Gym classes are permitted with attendees socially distanced. Masks are
required. Classes must be limited to 10 people.
Indoor recreation sites with a few exceptions are allowed to open at 25%
capacity.
Streaming of live performances will be permitted from venues.
Outdoor gatherings are limited to 25 people. Indoor gatherings are limited to
10 people.

GBC's Don Fry addresses issues
of COVID-19 pandemic,

broadband access at MEDA
Winter Conference

Greater Baltimore Committee President and CEO
Donald C. Fry addressed a range of issues, including
economic recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic,

broadband access and social justice during a panel discussion hosted by the
Maryland Economic Development Association during its 2021 Winter Conference held
virtually January 14.

The theme of the panel discussion was Maryland's Business and Local Policy
Perspective in light of the start of the Maryland General Assembly's 90-day session,
which kicked off January 13.

Issues Fry addressed included:
Economic recovery from the pandemic
Broadband access
Social justice and jobs and investment
Recommendations for COVID-19 continued vaccine rollout in Maryland
Transportation

Read more here.
Also see: BBJ: Digital divide holding back business in Maryland, leaders say

GBC partners with Facebook's Small
Business Boost on Feb. 4.
Registration now open

The Greater Baltimore Committee is partnering with Facebook
for this free, virtual event on February 4, 2021, from 10-
11:30 a.m.

During COVID-19, the focus of Small Business Boost is to help
small businesses reach their audiences and recover from
disruptions. This virtual event will bring together small

business owners, entrepreneurs, job seekers and community groups to enable them
to learn how to use technology to grow their business to learn new skills.
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Business owners will learn everything from setting up a business page to
communicating with customers to measuring marketing.

Mayor Brandon Scott; Don Fry, President & CEO of Greater Baltimore Committee;
and Jayson Williams, Mayson-Dixon Companies will provide opening remarks.

Read more.
Register here.

GBC, ULI Baltimore partner on
Emerging Trends in Real Estate

2021 event

ULI Baltimore will be hosting its 2021 Emerging Trends
in Real Estate event on January 28, 2021, at 3:30 p.m. via Zoom. The Greater
Baltimore Committee will serve as an Industry Partner for this event.

The program will focus on reinventing Baltimore and necessary actions to take to
make a shift. Stephen Walters, Chief Economist at the Maryland Public Policy
Institute, will present his research and recommended initiatives for reinvigorating
Baltimore in order to become competitive again and attract future investment and
development.

Read more.
Register here.

More GBC News

Recent Publications

President & CEO Report

Did you miss GBC President & CEO Donald
C. Fry's latest report?

Read it here.

GBC 2021 Member Directory

The 2021 Member Directory is now available!

In addition to member listings and the year in review, the
2021 edition highlights the Regional Workforce
Development Initiative Report and GBC's Next Up
Program.

View the online 2021 Member Directory now.
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Upcoming Events

2021 Maryland General Assembly
Legislative Forum
January 25, 2021
8-9:30 a.m.
Virtual Event via Zoom

School/Business Partnership
Workshop: Partnering with City
Schools in the Age of COVID-19
January 26, 2021
9-10:30 a.m.
Virtual Meeting via Zoom
*This is a Members Only event.

For more information, contact Lisa Byrd, Director of Events and Business
Development at lisab@gbc.org.

Register for Events

GBC Committees

Serve on a GBC Committee!

Are you interested in supporting regional business growth, job creation,
entrepreneurship and innovation? As a GBC member, you can work on projects and
policies by joining a GBC committee.

Get involved and have your opinion heard on one of our committees:
Economic Development
Education and Workforce
Bridging the Gap 
Bioscience
Health Care  
Innovation and Technology
Transportation & Mobility
Public Safety
Tourism, Entertainment and Culture 
Sports & Events Marketing Advisory Council

To join a committee, go to gbc.org/committees or contact Tara Harris, Committee
Coordinator, 410-727-2820 ext. 35, or by email at tarah@gbc.org.

GBC Member News

First National Bank Partners with PAI and Royal Farms to enhance market
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presence in Mid-Atlantic region
Building on FNB's strategy to enhance its market presence, the agreement enables
the company to connect cash distribution services with a robust online and mobile
banking offering, providing convenient access to essential banking products and
services throughout a broader geographic region.
Read more.

Kaiser Permanente commits $8.15M for racial equity
Kaiser Permanente has awarded $8.15 million to support dozens of nonprofit and
community-based organizations whose programs address systemic racism and
accompanying trauma on individuals and communities of color. 
Read more.

Starbucks expands initiatives to advance opportunity, equity and inclusion
in the communities it serves
By 2025, the Starbucks Community Resilience Fund will invest $100 million to
advance racial equity and environmental resilience by supporting small business
growth and community development projects in neighborhoods with historically
limited access to capital.
Read more.

LifeBridge Health raises minimum living wage for hospital team members
to $15 an hour
The wage increase also applies to select union members and follows an end-of-year
"Thanks-2-U" direct $500 cash benefit to team members recognizing their
extraordinary efforts.
Read more.

Does your company have news to share? Submit news items to Zoe Adams, Public
Relations Associate, at zoea@gbc.org for consideration.

Welcome to Our New Members

Z&C, LLC

View more GBC Member News

2021 Sponsors

Ambassador

Signature
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