
GBC Newsmaker Speaker Series:
Power Shift in Washington —

A View from the Press

On February 10 from 9-10 a.m., please join the Greater Baltimore Committee and a
panel of top journalists covering Washington politics for their observations and
insights about how the power shift in Congress and the White House may play out
on policies and proposals to address the COVID-19 pandemic, the economy, racial
justice and more.

Panelists include:
Luke Broadwater, Congressional Reporter, The New York Times
John Fritze, Supreme Court Reporter and recent White House Reporter, USA
TODAY
Annie Linskey, National Political Reporter, The Washington Post

Register now!
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GBC Legislative Forum
features discussions on

COVID-19 vaccine rollout,
state budget, racial equity

Elected state legislators and a state fiscal expert
discussed a wide range of issues during the
Greater Baltimore Committee's annual Maryland

General Assembly Legislative Forum on January 25, 2021, including steps needed to
address the distribution of COVID-19 vaccines, the outlook for the state budget and
policies to address racial and economic inequities and police reform.

Panelists included Senate President William C. "Bill" Ferguson; Senator Michael J.
Hough, Senate Minority Whip; Delegate Eric G. Luedtke, Majority Leader, House of
Delegates; Delegate Stephanie Smith, Chair, Baltimore City House Delegation; and
David C. Romans, Fiscal and Policy Coordinator, Department of Legislative Service
Office of Policy Analysis. The event was moderated by Jeff Salkin, Host of Maryland
Public Television's "State Circle."

Some highlights from the discussion include:

David Romans said as COVID-19 vaccines get more widely distributed, the
state expects the economy "will recover, and will recover very quickly."
"When and where can people get vaccinated? That is the single most important
thing in state government right now," Senator Ferguson said.
The No. 1 problem with vaccinations in Maryland is that the state hasn't
received enough vaccines, Senator Hough said.
Maryland is in "a moment of crisis" and now more than ever needs a bipartisan
approach to addressing pandemic-related issues, Delegate Luedtke said.
In the short term, the focus will be on supporting vaccinations, testing and
other measures to protect the public while, in the long term, the focus will be
on addressing the inequities that have been brought to light, such as the
access to broadband Internet. "We still live in a racially unequal society and
we need to fix that," Delegate Luedtke said.
A legislative package to address racial inequities was recently introduced by
Speaker of the House Adrienne A. Jones, which will focus on many issues
including wealth and economic inequality.
Maryland has not adequately funded Historically Black Colleges and
Universities (HBCUs), which needs to be addressed so they can adequately
train future innovators and leaders and can "ignite further business
development" in their communities, Delegate Smith said.

Read more here.

School/Business
Partnership Workshop

addresses opportunities for
student achievement

On January 26, 2021, the Greater Baltimore
Committee's Education and Workforce

Committee hosted School/Business Partnership Workshop: Partnering with City
Schools in the Age of COVID-19. The workshop provided GBC members with
information on how businesses can partner with schools to support student
achievement during the pandemic and beyond. This workshop built on the
information and best practices included in the recently published GBC Guide:
Creating a Successful School/Business Partnership: A Guide for Schools and
Businesses.
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Speakers at the event included:
Moderator Demaune Millard, Chairman of the Education and Workforce
Committee and the President & CEO of the Family League of Baltimore
Tina Hike-Hubbard — Baltimore City Public Schools Chief of Partnerships,
Engagement and Communication
Kumasi Vines — Baltimore City Public Schools Director of Career Readiness
Kitty Glick — BGE Workforce Business Program Manager
Sherrice Davis — M&T Bank Vice President/Regional Community Reinvestment
Office
Hosanna Asfaw-Means, MPH — Carefirst Director, Community Health & Social
Impact – MD
Shawn Kerr — Baltimore City Schools Pre-Engineering Instructor
Kavon Lynch — BGE Utility Trainee and former BGE High School Intern
(Pictured above)

Ms. Hike-Hubbard and Mr. Vines shared specific ways that businesses can engage in
partnerships with city schools, including a number of career-related partnerships.
The business representatives shared details about how they have partnered with
city schools. Mr. Kerr discussed the positive impact that work-based learning
experiences such as the BGE internship program have had on his students. Mr.
Lynch shared his first-hand experiences moving from a high school internship with
BGE into job training for a career with BGE.

More information: GBC Partnership Workshop Handout

Are you fully engaged in the GBC?


The true strength of the Greater Baltimore Committee lies in you
-- our members! 
 
Did you know that all employees of GBC member companies
are considered members? The GBC offers members numerous
ways to be connected and engaged through GBC events and
participation in GBC committees and member programming such
as #bWomen, Bridging the Gap and Next Up for rising

leaders. 
 
To discuss ensuring that your company or organization is fully involved or to ensure
that members of your team are receiving GBC communications and engagement
opportunities, please reach out to Jeremy Rosendale, Director of Membership and
External Affairs, at jeremyr@gbc.org.  

Next Up program applications
are now available

In March of 2021, the GBC will kick off the fourth
cohort of the Next Up program. Next Up provides
a young leader of a GBC member
company/organization with a year's worth of

opportunities for professional and personal growth, lessons in leadership and
networking.

In addition to cohort members receiving complimentary tickets to most GBC virtual
events, optional events and opportunities are offered throughout the year.

Programming is centered around relevant topics and offers meaningful takeaways to
ensure that members of the cohort will truly appreciate the benefits of the program
and want to be active participants of the GBC.
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Participation in GBC's Next Up program is limited to one employee per GBC member
organization. The investment to participate in the program is $350, payable either
by your organization or by your designee. Applications for consideration for
acceptance into the program can be found here. Nominations are due no later than
COB Friday, February 26.

If you have any questions regarding the program or the application process, please
contact Jeremy Rosendale, Director of Membership and External Affairs at
jeremyr@gbc.org or 410-727-2820, ext. 15.

More information about the Next Up program

Submit Your Application Here

More GBC News

Introducing the Greater Baltimore
Committee Speakers Directory

The GBC is frequently called on by corporations,
educational institutions and not-for-profit organizations to

recommend speakers for retreats, conferences, programs, etc., on a wide range of
topics. When feasible, the GBC responds to these requests by providing contact
information of those GBC members who have spoken on the relevant topics. 
 
The GBC membership boasts tremendous presenters with extraordinary expertise
and it would be helpful to have a broader list of speakers when we receive these
requests. 
 
To address this concern, the GBC is establishing a Speakers Directory for the
purpose of compiling a list of speakers and areas of expertise. If your company has
individuals who are exceptional presenters and are willing to share their expertise in
particular subject areas with interested parties, please contact the GBC. 

To be included in the GBC Speakers Directory, please complete this form and
return it to Karen Parrish, GBC Data Management Specialist, karenp@gbc.org.

Just announced!
GBC Newsmaker Speaker Series: The Influential Role

of African Americans in Government

On February 25, 2021, from 8:30-9:45 a.m., please join the Greater Baltimore
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Committee and our esteemed panelists for a special event commemorating Black
History Month. The panelists will discuss the role African Americans have played in
Maryland and Baltimore government and ways to move forward in addressing racial
inequities.

Panelists and topics include:
Professor Larry Gibson — The Historical and Important Role of African
Americans in Maryland and Baltimore Government
Congressman Kweisi Mfume (Invited) — The Influential Role of African
American Elected Officials
Maryland House Speaker Adrienne Jones — The Black Agenda – A Bold Plan to
Address Racial Inequities and Promoting Social Justice

Register now!

GBC President and CEO Don Fry joins The Upside to
discuss Baltimore business recovery

Fry appeared on Jmore and The Associated's interview show, The Upside, on
January 26, 2021, to discuss the COVID-19 impact on small business, recovery for
Baltimore's business district, opportunities presented by remote work and some of
the region's best assets.

"Everyone wants to find a way to provide assistance to businesses," he noted. "We
need financial assistance."

On the topic of racial justice and equity, he said, "We can't just talk. We have to
move to action."

Watch the video here and above.

AWE Project deadline extended to
Feb. 15

The Greater Baltimore Committee is proud to be a partner
for the AWE Project: Baltimore. The AWE Project is an
initiative targeted to assist Black & Latinx women
entrepreneurs in Detroit, Baltimore and Miami. Selected
candidates will participate in a four-day
virtual Entrepreneurship Skills Bootcamp followed by a
structured Bespoke Mentoring program over six months. On
the final day of the Bootcamp, which takes place February

https://gbc.org/events/gbc-newsmaker-speaker-series-the-influential-role-of-african-americans-in-government/
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/covid19?__eep__=6&__cft__%5B0%5D=AZUpBCH83eAMr1peWU8Iu5ztV_4l3NEA8jcDkYQC1i3045KtO_Gcr_Q4sS1avEL5iSuyT_-GJFG4HVXv3DDj2o62PpbPpiabbcCxZWl8A2mKCibGtUqDAQADFv3pwUQFo_2lqrt4DQ31DIDqNVAoDOlXLMiaJ9C2HXZWpNwlQYpd_XY_ULKJffQ5yi9Gvr1PT2SD_0zTubeuGj_x1DWC--CqC5ZYl0LWCppweKNZLMWLCg&__tn__=*NK-R
https://youtu.be/_lSMbFyL7VI


23-26, the selected candidates will participate in a Pitch Competition with a
$1,000 Seed Money Prize.

Applications for the Baltimore branch are now open.

Apply here. 

More GBC News

Upcoming Events

GBC Newsmaker Speaker Series:
Power Shift in Washington — A View
from the Press
February 10, 2021
9-10 a.m.
Webinar via Zoom

Just Announced!
GBC Newsmaker Speaker Series: The
Influential Role of African Americans
in Government
February 25, 2021
8:30-9:45 a.m.
Webinar via Zoom

For more information, contact Lisa Byrd, Director of Events and Business
Development at lisab@gbc.org.

Register for Events

GBC Committees

Serve on a GBC Committee!

Are you interested in supporting regional business growth, job creation,
entrepreneurship and innovation? As a GBC member, you can work on projects and
policies by joining a GBC committee.

Get involved and have your opinion heard on one of our committees:
Economic Development
Education and Workforce
Bridging the Gap 
Bioscience
Health Care  
Innovation and Technology
Transportation & Mobility
Public Safety
Tourism, Entertainment and Culture 
Sports & Events Marketing Advisory Council

To join a committee, go to gbc.org/committees or contact Tara Harris, Committee
Coordinator, 410-727-2820 ext. 35, or by email at tarah@gbc.org.
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GBC Member News

Plavier-Truitt named Humanim President and CEO
Humanim's Board of Directors selected Cindy Plavier-Truitt to become the
organization's new President and CEO. During her 32-year tenure at Humanim,
Plavier-Truitt has continually demonstrated her strength and acumen in growing the
organization's core services as well as her commitment and dedication to
Humanim's mission.
Read more.

The Daily Record: T. Rowe Price reports strong 2020 results despite
pandemic's toll
T. Rowe's growth can be attributed in large part to its employees' dedication to
providing exemplary service to their clients even in a remote setting.
Read more.

BBJ: UMd. is among top online MBA programs, according to U.S. News &
World Report
In the online MBA ranking, UMd. tied with Lehigh University, the University of
Arizona, the University of Mississippi, University of Washington and the University of
Wisconsin in the No. 10 spot.
Read more.

BBJ: Catalyte to spin out workforce retraining platform, RetrainAmerica, as
independent entity
RetrainAmerica builds on Catalyte's existing thesis that workers with varying skill
sets can be "retrained" to fill in-demand tech roles.
Read more.

McDaniel selects new entrepreneur-in-residence for Program in Innovation
and Entrepreneurship
McDaniel's Program in Innovation and Entrepreneurship combines courses, off-
campus learning experiences and mentorship by entrepreneurial alumni of the
college, allowing students to gain broad-ranging skillsets required for enterprise
management. 
Read more.

Does your company have news to share? Submit news items to Zoe Adams, Public
Relations Associate, at zoea@gbc.org for consideration.

View more GBC Member News

Sponsor Spotlight: BGE

What would you like GBC Members to know about
BGE?
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BGE, Maryland's largest gas and electric provider, is
committed to the safe and reliable delivery of energy and
to strengthening our community.

Tell us more about Tell us more about the BGE Energizing Small Business Grantthe BGE Energizing Small Business Grant
Program.Program.

BGE launched the Energizing Small Business Grant program
in January, which is part of our $15 million pledge to assist
Maryland's small businesses with COVID-19 relief and
recovery. Eligible businesses located in BGE's service area

can apply for a $20,000 grant to support their operations. This grant program is a
multi-year commitment expected to run through at least 2023 and is part of BGE's
comprehensive Customer Relief and Energy Infrastructure Investment Plan designed
to help the state's economic recovery from the pandemic.
 
"Small businesses are the backbone of Maryland's economy and are job creators,
especially the historically underrepresented minority and women-owned businesses.
These businesses deserve a boost to help their recovery from the pandemic's far-
reaching impacts," said BGE's Senior Vice President of Governmental and External
Affairs, Rodney Oddoye. "BGE's Energizing Small Business Grants are a critical
program to help stabilize the communities we serve and positively impact many
local businesses during these uncertain times."
 
Interested business owners can apply now at bge.helloalice.com. 
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