
Education and Workforce Committee
discusses Preparing for the Future

workforce initiative

The GBC Education and Workforce Committee held a meeting
on February 11, 2021, via Zoom. Committee Chairman
Demaune Millard, President & CEO of the Family League of
Baltimore, welcomed several new committee members.
Following introductions, Millard invited committee members to
share their thoughts on the January 26 committee-sponsored
workshop.

Millard then made a presentation on the status of the implementation of the
Preparing for the Future workforce initiative recommendations. Committee
members engaged in a lively discussion regarding the best ways to move forward,
and GBC staff will follow up with members interested in working on specific
recommendations.

The meeting concluded with a presentation from Teresa Milio Birge, GBC Senior
Policy Analyst and Special Assistant, on legislation being considered in the Maryland
2021 General Assembly session.

The committee's next meeting will be held on April 22, 2021, at 9 a.m. via Zoom.

The Center Club: Public Safety in Baltimore
from an Equity Perspective [Video]
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On February 5, The Center Club held a discussion on Public Safety in Baltimore from
an Equity Perspective with Mayor Brandon Scott, State's Attorney Marilyn Mosby,
Police Commissioner Michael Harrison and Greater Baltimore Committee President &
CEO Donald Fry.

Moderated by Al Hutchinson and Bonnie Phipps, this virtual conversation explored
the complex issues of public safety and the negative impact it can have on residents'
relocation and business retention, as well as recruitment and community
engagement. The role that individuals and businesses can play in changing
perceptions and improving Baltimore's image was also discussed.

View the video here and above.

D.C. journalists provide a view from the press in
discussion about power shift in Washington

On February 10, 2021, The Greater Baltimore Committee hosted GBC Newsmaker
Speaker Series: Power Shift in Washington — A View from the Press.

Top journalists covering Washington politics shared their observations and insights
about how the power shift in Congress and the White House may play out on
policies and proposals to address the COVID-19 pandemic, the economy and more.

Panelists included three former Baltimore Sun reporters: Luke Broadwater,
Congressional Reporter, The New York Times; John Fritze, Supreme Court Reporter
and recent White House Reporter, USA TODAY; and Annie Linskey, White House
Reporter, The Washington Post.

See some of the highlights from the discussion here.

Event reminder:
GBC Newsmaker Speaker Series:

The Influential Role of African
Americans in Government

Remember to join the Greater Baltimore Committee and our esteemed panelists for
a special event commemorating Black History Month on February 25. The panelists
will discuss the role African Americans have played in government and legislative
efforts to address racial equity and social justice.
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Panelists and topics include:
Professor Larry Gibson — The Historical Role of African Americans in
Maryland and Baltimore Government
Congressman Kweisi Mfume (Invited) — The Influential Role of African
American Elected Officials
Maryland House Speaker Adrienne Jones — The Black Agenda – A Bold
Plan to Address Racial Inequities and Promoting Social Justice

Register now

More GBC News

GBC President & CEO Donald C. Fry statement on
Baltimore Sun acquisition

Donald C. Fry, President and CEO of the Greater Baltimore Committee, issued the
following statement on February 16 on the news of the Sun's acquisition:

"Nonprofit ownership of the Baltimore Sun and its affiliated media properties should
relieve some of the financial pressure that metro news organizations have been
under to stay profitable as the digital revolution continues to disrupt the business
model. Hopefully, having a news organization with some Maryland ties will prove
beneficial if it makes a strong commitment to dedicating adequate resources to
covering local news aggressively."

Also see: Baltimore Business Journal: Baltimore Sun to be acquired by
nonprofit headed by Choice Hotels chairman

Mayor Scott updates COVID-19
restrictions, announces hotel grants

On February 17, Baltimore Mayor Brandon Scott provided
an update regarding Baltimore City's COVID-19 and
public safety status.

After consulting with the Baltimore Health Commissioner and health partners, Mayor
Scott has amended some of Baltimore City's coronavirus restrictions effective
February 22 at 6 a.m.

Some of the updated restrictions include:

The 10 person and 25 person limits for indoor gatherings are removed. All
gatherings must comply with relevant occupancy rules set by the
establishment.
The time limit for food service establishments is removed, but sign-in sheets
will continue to be required. 
Gym classes are permitted at 25% capacity or 10 people, whichever is higher.
Outdoor performances are permitted provided performers wear masks and
maintain social distancing.

Mayor Scott also announced that Baltimore City has received $8 million in state
grant funds for assistance to hotels. In addition, a second round of paycheck
protection program loans is now available to small businesses, sole proprietors and
independent contractors.

Read more.
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Also see:
Mayor Scott, Dr. Dzirasa unveil mobile health vaccination clinics

Gov. Hogan's Feb. 11 COVID-19 Press Conference

On February 11, Governor Larry Hogan held a press conference to discuss COVID-19
updates. Due to a 46% drop in positivity rates to pre-winter levels over the past
four weeks, the Maryland Department of Health will be allowing limited visitation to
hospitals and nursing homes on March 1.

Updates Regarding Maryland's Vaccination Sites
The M&T Bank Stadium mass vaccination site will open February 25.
A statewide call center for vaccination appointments will be established next
week.
The single dose Johnson & Johnson vaccine candidate will hopefully be
approved by the end of the month.

Read more.

Tourism, Entertainment and Culture Committee
welcomes new Committee Chair

The GBC Tourism, Entertainment and Culture Committee convened on February 16,
2021, via Zoom. New Committee Chair Onahlea Shimunek, General Manager of the
Lord Baltimore Hotel, welcomed several new members and thanked outgoing chair
John Racanelli, President and CEO of the National Aquarium, for his service to the
GBC, the Committee and the industry community.

Shimunek invited Al Hutchinson, President & CEO of Visit Baltimore, to share Visit
Baltimore's work on "Reimagining Tourism in Baltimore." In addition, Keiffer J.
Mitchell, Jr., Governor Hogan's Chief Legislative Officer, joined the meeting to
discuss aid to the tourism industry in the Governor's budget and to answer
questions.

The next meeting of the Tourism, Entertainment and Culture Committee will be held
on April 20, 2021, at 9 a.m. via Zoom.

TEDCO Talks: Troy LeMaile-Stovall interviews
Donald C. Fry [Video]

TEDCO's CEO & Executive Director Troy
LeMaile-Stovall hosts conversations
with regional leaders about the future
of Maryland's innovation ecosystem in
this video series.

LeMaile-Stovall interviewed Donald C.
Fry, Greater Baltimore Committee
President and CEO, about the GBC and
the role he has played in supporting
Maryland's entrepreneurial community.

Watch the video here and at left.
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GBC Chair Calvin Butler receives Black
Engineer Chairman's Award

Congratulations to GBC Chair and Exelon Utilities CEO Calvin
Butler for accepting the Black Engineer (BEYA) Chairman's
Award on February 13. The award honors his contributions to
STEM (science, technology, education and math).

The GBC thanks him for this important service to the community.

More GBC News

Upcoming Events

BLACK HISTORY MONTH
GBC Newsmaker Speaker Series: The
Influential Role of African Americans
in Government
February 25, 2021
8:30-9:45 a.m.
Webinar via Zoom

BALTIMORE WOMEN'S ADVISORY BOARD
Fearless Leadership: Take Risks and
Abandon Your Comfort Zone
March 9, 2021
9-10:15 a.m.
Virtual Meeting via Zoom
Sold Out

For more information, contact Lisa Byrd, Director of Events and Business
Development at lisab@gbc.org.

Register for Events

GBC Committees

Serve on a GBC Committee!

Are you interested in supporting regional business growth, job creation,
entrepreneurship and innovation? As a GBC member, you can work on projects and
policies by joining a GBC committee.

Get involved and have your opinion heard on one of our committees:
Economic Development
Education and Workforce
Bridging the Gap 
Bioscience
Health Care  
Innovation and Technology
Transportation & Mobility
Public Safety
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Tourism, Entertainment and Culture 
Sports & Events Marketing Advisory Council

To join a committee, go to gbc.org/committees or contact Tara Harris, Committee
Coordinator, 410-727-2820 ext. 35, or by email at tarah@gbc.org.

GBC Member News

BBJ: T. Rowe Price names new President, COO
Rob Sharps, currently head of investments for the Baltimore-based money manager,
has been named President, effective February 11. Céline Dufétel, currently Chief
Financial Officer, has been named Chief Operating Officer.
Read more.

United Way of Central Maryland receives $20 million gift
Philanthropist MacKenzie Scott has gifted $20 million to United Way of Central
Maryland — the largest individual donation in United Way of Central Maryland's 95-
year history.
Read more.

Loyola President Rev. Brian F. Linnane, S.J., announces plans to retire
The Board of Trustees announced plans to begin a search for the next president of
Loyola with the goal of filling the role no later than July 1, 2022.
Read more.

East Coast-based Bozzuto announces plans to head west in 2021; hires
longtime industry executive to accelerate expansion
Bozzuto, the #1-rated property management company in the nation, has officially
announced plans to expand their property management operations to the West
Coast this year.
Read more.

Chase Brexton hosts the Virtual Baltimore AIDS Walk & Music Fest
In memory of the many that have been lost to HIV and in honor of long-term
thrivers who live with HIV, Chase Brexton Health Care pledges to raise money to
expand HIV testing, prevention, education and treatment.
Read more.

Does your company have news to share? Submit news items to Amanda Krotki,
Digital Communications Manager, at amandak@gbc.org for consideration.

Welcome to Our New Members

Higher Achievement Baltimore

View more GBC Member News

Sponsor Spotlight: CareFirst BlueCross BlueShield
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Reaching Immunity Takes a Community
 

Wednesday, February 24, 2021
Live, Virtual Event - Zoom

11 a.m. to Noon | Register by February 23
 
One year ago, the way we work and the way we live changed overnight. While we
could never have predicted the devastating impacts caused by the pandemic, or
how long it would be with us, there is hope. This unprecedented challenge has again
revealed the best of who we are, and now, vaccines offer a path forward that will
help us to come together to put this pandemic behind us.
 
As community leaders, we have implemented innovative methods to keep our
employees safe throughout the pandemic. Now, to reach the target vaccination rates
necessary to contain the virus, employers must play their part in this historic
national vaccine effort. It is our responsibility to act when we can and take the lead
to turn this pandemic around. The people we're responsible for appropriately expect
each of us to set a good example on important issues.
 
Please join CareFirst BlueCross BlueShield and an esteemed panel of business
leaders and experts as they share their perspectives and insights to help your
efforts to support, educate and encourage your employees to get vaccinated when
they can.
 
Panelists include:

Carole Braithwaite, Senior Director Compensation and Benefits, Asbury
Communities, Inc.
Angela Celestin, Executive Vice President, Chief Human Resources Officer,
CareFirst BlueCross BlueShield
Eoin Byrne, Vice President, Human Resources, Lidl
Michelle A. Gourdine, MD, Interim Chief Medical Officer and Senior Vice
President for Population Health and Primary Care at The University of Maryland
Medical System
Closing remarks: Brian D. Pieninck, President and Chief Executive Officer,
CareFirst BlueCross BlueShield

2021 Sponsors

Ambassador

Signature

http://www.carefirst.com/reach-immunity
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