
GBC's 66th Annual Meeting Keynote
Speaker announced!

Thomas L. Friedman, the Foreign Affairs columnist for the
New York Times, and the author of seven bestselling books,
including "Hot, Flat, and Crowded" and "The World Is Flat,"
will be the GBC's 66th Annual Meeting Keynote Speaker on
May 18.

Friedman has won three Pulitzer Prizes: The 1983 Pulitzer
Prize for international reporting, the 1988 Pulitzer Prize for
international reporting and the 2002 Pulitzer Prize for
distinguished commentary.

Prior to starting his column in 1995, Friedman served as
Beirut Bureau Chief, Jerusalem Bureau Chief, Chief Diplomatic Correspondent and a
financial reporter for the Times.

In addition to hearing from Friedman, attendees at GBC's 66th Annual Meeting:
Moving Forward with Purpose, will also:

Celebrate the work of the GBC since the 2020 Annual Meeting.
Learn about priorities and goals of the GBC for the remainder of the year.
Hear from GBC Board Chair Calvin Butler and GBC President and CEO
Donald C. Fry on the work of the GBC and its priorities going forward.
Honor the recipients of the GBC Regional Visionary Award.

Get Your Tickets Now!

GBC's 2021 End of Session
Snapshot

The 2021 legislative session of the Maryland
General Assembly was a session like no

other. Due to restrictions resulting from the COVID-19 pandemic, the normal daily
interactions of state legislators, the Governor, lobbyists, and the general public that
are part and parcel of the annual session were severely limited. Legislative
receptions were cancelled, in-person meetings with legislators were severely
restricted, and committee hearings took place over Zoom. The House of Delegates
was divided into two rooms for floor sessions: half of the members located across
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the street in the House Office Building connected electronically.

These and a host of other restrictions in place to prevent the spread of COVID-19
meant that the Greater Baltimore Committee (GBC) needed to develop new
strategies to ensure the 188 members of the General Assembly were aware of our
legislative priorities for the session and our positions on bills. The GBC focused on
promoting and supporting measures to bring economic relief to the business
community, especially small and minority-owned business. The GBC also actively
supported legislation related to education, transportation, business tax credits,
public safety, and issues related to racial equity and social justice.

Read more.

Don Fry Commentary in BBJ: Baltimore mayor needs
to spend $670M stimulus 'gift' wisely

Mayor Brandon Scott is the fortunate recipient of a "once in a lifetime" opportunity
that elected officials rarely enjoy.

The recently enacted American Rescue Plan Act allocated $6.36 billion to the state of
Maryland, $4 billion directed to state government and $2.3 billion to counties and
municipalities.

Of the $2.3 billion to be distributed, Baltimore City will receive the largest portion,
$670 million, largely to be spent at the discretion of the mayor.

Additionally, Baltimore City will benefit from a sizable portion of the $4 billion in
statewide spending that Gov. Larry Hogan and the Maryland General Assembly
approved for schools, expanded broadband technology and access, transportation
and transit improvements, employment and apprenticeship training and more.

This unprecedented amount of resources provides the mayor the opportunity to not
only make up for lost city revenue as a result of the pandemic, but to make targeted
and strategic investments that can be impactful and transformative for Baltimore
City and its residents.

The mayor has steadfastly asserted his desire for transparency and accountability in
his administration. He is to be commended for the approach he has taken to date to
inform the public of the goals and actions taken in his first 100-plus days.

Read the complete commentary here .

GBC, WBAL NewsRadio host
Town Hall discussion on Post-

Pandemic Economy

Greater Baltimore Committee President and CEO
Donald C. Fry was a featured guest expert on a Town
Hall discussion about Baltimore's post-pandemic

economy that was broadcast April 7 on WBAL NewsRadio 1090 AM and 101.5 FM.

Listen here.

Just Announced!
GBC Newsmaker Speaker

Series: Mayor Scott's
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Violence Prevention
Framework and Plan

Join the Greater Baltimore Committee and the
architects of Mayor Brandon Scott's new crime
plan for Baltimore City for a discussion on the
Violence Prevention Framework and Plan. The
event takes place on April 20, 2021.

Speakers:
Shantay Jackson, Mayor's Office of Neighborhood Safety & Engagement
Dr. Letitia Dzirasa, Commissioner of Health

Register Now!

Statement of Donald C. Fry, President & CEO, Greater
Baltimore Committee,

on State of Downtown Report 2020

"Not surprising the State of Downtown Report shows that the prolonged pandemic
weighed heavily on commercial real estate vacancies and employment in the
downtown area in 2020, as it did across the country. There is still a lot of
uncertainty ahead as employers determine when to reopen or call workers back into
the office. Despite a challenging year and the unpredictability that lies ahead, there
are a lot of reasons to be optimistic about downtown Baltimore's future. Residential
demand is strong, and there were a number of retail and restaurant openings as
well as major leases signed despite the pandemic. This clearly signals that people
are looking past the pandemic and find downtown to be a very attractive place to
live while employers see it as an excellent location to be based. The rebound
downtown will pick up steadily as vaccinations increase and confidence in the
economy strengthens."

Announcing the GBC 2021
Next Up cohort

The Greater Baltimore Committee's fourth Next
Up cohort opened its year of professional and
personal development and networking
opportunities with a March 30, 2021, virtual

dinner, including a meal from The Capital Grille.

The 2021 Next Up Cohort -- the largest one yet with 33 members -- is made up of a
diverse group of young leaders from across the Greater Baltimore region's industry
sectors. The 2021 cohort's agenda will include a year's worth of programming and
participation in the work of the GBC.

Meet the 2021 Next Up class here .

Learn more about Next Up news and activities at gbc.org/nextup
See photos from Next Up events here.

More GBC News
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In this occasional video series, GBC President and CEO Don Fry talks with reporters,
leaders in the private sector and elected officials to gain their insights on key issues
in the state and region.

Daily Record Reporter Bryan Sears provides an end of the 2021 Maryland
General Assembly Legislative Session wrap-up. Watch here.

Maryland Matters Editor Josh Kurtz discusses the state budget, police reform
and the challenges of holding a legislative session during a pandemic. Watch here.

Baltimore Business Journal Reporter Holden Wilen  talks about sports betting,
marijuana legalization and more. Watch here.

GBC Business Roundtable with
Comptroller Franchot

During an April 6 GBC Business Roundtable with
Comptroller Peter Franchot, he discussed Maryland's
economic growth potential, the need to recruit young
people to live here and his support for Maryland craft

breweries and wineries.

Franchot started the conversation by apologizing for the last year. "We have
completely botched the coronavirus pandemic. ...We dropped the ball," he said. He
added that he didn't think it was a good idea to open the economy quite yet and that
eventually we could either see the economy "taking off like a rocket" akin to the
Roaring '20s or suffering from significant inflation.

Franchot also identified some key areas where he feels the government is currently
lacking:

Good management
Good strategy
Good accountability
Good results

Baltimore Sun: Employees at some Baltimore
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businesses are finally heading back to the office, but
many will keep working from home

COVID-19 sparked a "global experiment in large-scale and long-term remote work,"
according to researchers at Cornell University's Center for Advanced Human
Resource Studies, who say it proved more productive and efficient than many
employers expected.

As a result, experts expect remote working to continue and expand with
technological advances and more allowances for worker flexibility. That will allow
office space to be used for teams rather than individuals.

Many employers are rethinking work models for the longer term. Some companies
are reconfiguring office space and preparing employees for the transition as they
begin to return some workers to offices.

What happens has implications across the economy from commercial real estate in
office centers like downtown Baltimore to apparel sales and business travel.

Donald C. Fry, president and CEO of the Greater Baltimore Committee, said he
expects most companies to bring their employees back to offices, though in a
staggered fashion. He said some commercial spaces may be converted to new uses
or physically modified to accommodate what the new, post-pandemic workforce
looks like, causing some "disruption" for the area.

"The future of the central business district is still strong," Fry said. "We just need to
give it more attention to make sure it can be more competitive with other business
hubs."

Read more.

More GBC News

Upcoming Events

Just Announced!
GBC Newsmaker Speaker Series:
Mayor Scott's Violence Prevention
Framework and Plan
April 20, 2021
8:30 a.m.
Webinar via Zoom

Creating a Healthy Workforce —
Recognize, Respond & Resources
May 4, 2021
10 a.m.
Webinar via Zoom

66th Annual Meeting: Moving Forward with Purpose
With Keynote Speaker Thomas Friedman
May 18, 2021
9 a.m.
Virtual Event

Connect. Influence. Succeed. — GBC New Member Orientation
June 22, 2021
8:30 a.m.
Virtual Meeting via Zoom
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2021 GBC Golf Classic
September 15, 2021
8:30 a.m. shotgun start
Greystone Golf Course

For more information, contact Lisa Byrd, Director of Events and Business
Development, at lisab@gbc.org.

Register for Events

GBC Committees

Serve on a GBC Committee!

Are you interested in supporting regional business growth, job creation,
entrepreneurship and innovation? As a GBC member, you can work on projects and
policies by joining a GBC committee.

Get involved and have your opinion heard on one of our committees:
Economic Development
Education and Workforce
Bridging the Gap 
Bioscience
Health Care  
Innovation and Technology
Transportation & Mobility
Public Safety
Tourism, Entertainment and Culture 
Sports & Events Marketing Advisory Council

To join a committee, go to gbc.org/committees or contact Tara Harris, Committee
Coordinator, 410-727-2820 ext. 35, or by email at tarah@gbc.org.

GBC Member News

Forbes: How Atlas Restaurant Group is transforming Baltimore into a
culinary destination
Alex Smith, a Baltimore native and CEO of Atlas Restaurant Group, took a chance by
opening Ouzo Bay, a sophisticated Greek eatery in Harbor East. The goal? To
showcase a more elegant side to Greek food in a Mediterranean-inspired space that
was built by, staffed by and expressly created for the local community.
Read more.

GradReports announces 2021 Best Colleges in Maryland by Salary
University of Maryland and Loyola University Maryland were ranked first and second
for Salary Score out of all Maryland-based universities.
Read more.

BBJ: Under Armour commits to new sustainability targets, joining industry
peers in climate change fight
Acknowledging a dire global threat of human-driven climate change, Baltimore
sportswear maker Under Armour has joined competitor fashion companies like Nike
and Adidas in committing to reducing its greenhouse gas emissions.
Read more.

Does your company have news to share? Submit news items to Amanda Krotki,
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Digital Communications Manager, at amandak@gbc.org for consideration.

Welcome to Our New Members

Rhino New York, LLC

View more GBC Member News

2021 Sponsors

Ambassador

Signature

2021 Annual Meeting Title Sponsor

Event
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Media

Find GBC Events

Connect with us
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