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CALL FOR ARTISTS: SUBMISSIONS OPEN FOR THE 17TH EDITION OF THE JANET & 
WALTER SONDHEIM PRIZE 

  
The Baltimore Office of Promotion & The Arts (BOPA) is proud to announce that submissions are now 
being accepted for the 17th edition of the Janet & Walter Sondheim Prize. This year, the prize will award 
$30,000 to a visual artist or visual artist collaborators living and working in the Baltimore region. 
Approximately three finalists will be selected for the final review for the prizes and their work will be 
exhibited in the Walters Art Museum in June and July 2022. All Sondheim Prize Finalists will receive a 
Finalist Award of $2,500 each, and 10 semifinalists will receive a $500 award and an exhibition during 
Artscape 2022. The application deadline is Monday, January 10, 2022. 
 
This year, we will also be awarding two residencies to finalists not selected for the Sondheim Prize: a six-
week, fully-funded residency at Civitella Ranieri in the Umbria region of Italy, and a six-month residency at 
The Bromo Seltzer Arts Tower in Baltimore. Civitella Ranieri (www.civitella.org) is a residency program 
for international writers, composers, and visual artists. Since 1995, Civitella has hosted more than 1,000 
Fellows and Director’s Guests. The Center enables its Fellows to pursue their work and to exchange ideas in 
a unique and inspiring setting.  
 
The Bromo Seltzer Arts Tower has been transformed into studio spaces for visual and literary artists. 
Located at 21 S. Eutaw Street in the heart of downtown Baltimore's Westside near the Hippodrome Theater, 
Baltimore Convention Center and the University of Maryland of Baltimore, the 15-story city landmark is the 
perfect location for artists. Bromo Seltzer Arts Tower is a project of the Baltimore Office of Promotion & 
The Arts. Capital Funding for the project is made possible by the City of Baltimore, Baltimore Development 
Corporation, Eddie & Sylvia Brown, Maryland Historic Trust, Laverne Hahn Charitable Trust, and Baltimore 
City Heritage Area.  
 
BOPA is also pleased to announce the distinguished jurors who will be adjudicating the prestigious 
Sondheim competition this year. They are:  
 
Catherine Morris is an established independent curator who has organized projects and exhibitions for such 
institutions as SculptureCenter, Long Island City; M.I.T. List Visual Arts Center; and White Columns, New 
York. In 2004, Morris received a Penny McCall Foundation Award for Independent Curating and Writing. 
From 2004–2009, she was Adjunct Curator of Contemporary Art for the Philbrook Museum of Art in Tulsa, 
Oklahoma, where she curated shows of Josiah McElheny, Lucy Gunning, and Cameron Martin. Since 2009, 
Morris has curated a number of exhibitions for the Sackler Center for Feminist Art at the Brooklyn Museum, 
where she is a senior curator.  



 

 
Jean Shin is an accomplished artist whose innovative work has been widely exhibited in over 150 major 
museums and cultural institutions. She recently completed a landmark commission for the MTA’s Second 
Ave Subway at the 63rd Street Station in New York City. In recognition of excellence, Shin has received 
numerous awards, including two New York Foundation for the Arts Fellowships in 
Architecture/Environmental Structures (2008) and Sculpture (2003), Korea Arts Foundation of America, 
Pollock-Krasner Foundation Grant, Asian Cultural Council, and Louis Comfort Tiffany Foundation Biennial 
Art Award. Shin is a tenured Adjunct Professor of Fine Art at Pratt Institute, President of Joan Mitchell 
Foundation, and serves on the Board of YoungArts, The National Foundation for the Advancement of 
Artists. She currently lives and works in Brooklyn, NY, and in Hudson Valley. 
 
Kambui Olujimi creates bodies of work spanning sculpture, installation, photography, writing, video, and 
performance. Born and raised in Bedford-Stuyvesant Brooklyn, Olujimi received his MFA from Columbia 
University in New York City. His works have premiered nationally at The Sundance Film Festival, Studio 
Museum in Harlem, Museum of Modern Art, New York, Museum of Contemporary Art, Los Angeles; and 
Mass MoCA, as well as internationally. Olujimi has been awarded residencies from Black Rock Senegal, 
Skowhegan School of Painting and Sculpture, Robert Rauschenberg Foundation, and MacDowell, and has 
received grants and commissions from numerous prestigious institutions.   
 
Our esteemed jurors will oversee the review process for the Janet & Walter Sondheim Prize, which will 
occur in three phases: 
 

1. First Review – Jurors will review applicants’ submissions independent of each other. They will 
complete score sheets that will be tabulated to select approximately 10 semifinalists. Submissions 
will consist of five (5) digital images of work or up to ten (10) minutes of time-based work and a 
resume. All of the submitted work for the first round of review will also be provided to area galleries 
and their curators who will be participating in the Artscape Gallery Network exhibitions. If these 
galleries choose an artist for their exhibitions occurring concurrently with the Sondheim Prize finalist 
exhibition, artists will be contacted directly by those galleries. 

 
2. Second Review – Semifinalists will be asked to submit an expanded submission including up to 30 

images or time-based works and a description of how they will use the fellowship if they are 
selected. The jurors will convene to choose approximately three finalists for the exhibition and final 
review. Works by the remaining semifinalists will be selected by BOPA curator Lou Joseph for a 
separate exhibition during Artscape 2022. 

 
3. Final Review – The finalists will have their work exhibited in the Walters Art Museum. Each finalist 

will meet with the Walters Art Museum curators to determine installation requirements. Finalists will 
work collaboratively with the WAM curators to determine which artwork is to be included in the 
finalist exhibition; however, please keep in mind that the final decision on what is exhibited and the 
decision regarding the feasibility of installation requirements is the responsibility of the WAM 
curators. The exhibit design and artwork placement within these galleries is at the sole discretion of 
the Walters Art Museum curatorial and exhibition staff. On Saturday, July 19, 2022, the jurors will 
meet with each artist for up to 30 minutes in their exhibition space for a final interview. After all of 
the interviews, the jurors will meet and decide the fellowship award winner. The award will be 



 

announced later that evening at the award reception. In the case of COVID-19 restrictions not 
allowing for in-person exhibitions, we will utilize the online platform Kunstmatrix, with curatorial 
assistance from the Walters’ curatorial staff. Interviews with each finalist will take place with the 
jurors online, and BOPA will coordinate an online award ceremony. 

 
Application Process 
 
The application deadline is Monday, January 10, 2022. The application and complete guidelines can be 
found on BOPA’s Submittable page here: https://bopaartscouncil.submittable.com/submit/db72f945-be2c-
40f4-8850-2068c83316ab/2022-janet-walter-sondheim-prize  
 
Information Sessions 
 
BOPA will host an information session on Wednesday, December 22 at 6:00 p.m. to help artists plan their 
applications and answer questions. This session will take place over Zoom.  
 
Register in advance for the Information Session here: https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZAvde-
qrzgoHN29ozZGdH-0jwFAgS3XZ-fW 
 
Estimated Timeline 
 

• Application deadline — Monday, January 10, 2022 
• Announcement of semifinalists — Early February 2022 
• Announcement of finalists — Early March 2022 
• Finalist studio visits with exhibition curators — Late March, 2022 
• Finalist exhibition installation — May 16–20, 2022 (Monday–Friday, 9:00 a.m.–4:00 p.m.) 
• Finalist exhibition press preview — May 24, 2022, 10:00 a.m. 
• Opening reception for Finalist Exhibition — May 26, 2022 (6:00 p.m.) 
• Finalist exhibition duration — May 26–July 31, 2022 
• Finalist exhibition deinstallation — August 1–5, 2022 
• Finalist interviews — Saturday, July 10, 2022 
• Award announcement — Saturday, July 10, 2022 at 7:00 p.m. (Galleries open at 6:00 p.m.) 

 
For more information about the Janet & Walter Sondheim Prize, contact Lou Joseph at 443-263-4339 or 
ljoseph@promotionandarts.org. Be sure to follow BOPA on Facebook and Instagram for deadline reminders 
and updates: @promoandarts.   

  
The Baltimore Office of Promotion & The Arts (BOPA) is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization, which serves 
as Baltimore City’s arts council, events center, and film office. By providing funding and support to artists, 
arts programs, and organizations across the city, and by producing large-scale events such as Artscape, 
Baltimore Book Festival, and Light City, BOPA’s goal is to make Baltimore a more vibrant and creative 
city.  
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