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EMERGE BALTIMORE: BOPA PRESENTS 11 UP-AND-COMING ARTISTS AT THE 
BROMO SELTZER ARTS TOWER IN 2022 

 
The Baltimore Office of Promotion & The Arts (BOPA) is thrilled to announce a new 
exhibition showcasing rising artists at the Bromo Seltzer Arts Tower this year. The “Emerge 
Baltimore” series features the work of 11 emerging Baltimore-based artists working in mediums 
from glass and acrylic to metal and fiber. Artists’ narratives will unfold simultaneously across 
the three galleries at the Bromo Seltzer Arts Tower throughout 2022 — beginning on Thursday, 
February 10, with artists Aliana Grace Bailey, Derrick ‘DJ’ Smith, and Raquel Thompson. 
 
Media Preview Dates: January 24–27, 2022 
Opening Date: Thursday, February 10, 2022, 6:00–8:00 p.m. 
Closing Date: Sunday, April 24, 2022 
 
The ‘Emerge Baltimore’ exhibition series is a continuation of BOPA’s efforts to raise the 
profiles of promising Baltimore artists, alongside the City itself as a destination for working 
creatives. Curated by Kirk Shannon-Butts, the first show in this quarterly solo exhibition series 
features artists Aliana Grace Bailey, Derrick ‘DJ’ Smith, and Raquel Thompson. 
 
Bailey narrative unfolds through textiles. Her show, “a loving home: lessons on love,” fully 
embraces the space. Speaking about the Bromo Arts Tower, Bailey says, “The Bromo lobby 
feels nostalgic — reminiscent of places I call home — and the idea of art existing in accessible, 
comfortable spaces.”  
 
Smith, who captures photographs of Baltimore City with youthful personality, uses his art to 
reshape human insecurities, capture new beauty standards, battle depression, and transform his 
own pain. The title of his solo show is “Clarity.” 
 
Thompson’s exhibition showcases single line paintings that reveal hidden human emotions. The 
title of her show is “Reality.” It is inspired by family and the quest to break generational curses.  
 



This trio of artists represents the zealous expression and cutting-edge vision that will boldly 
thrust Baltimore City creative culture into the future. Shannon-Butts emphasizes, “It is important 
for artists to have a platform to thoughtfully and artistically tell their American story and share 
their contemporary history in a fresh and welcome space. The Bromo Seltzer Arts Tower is the 
new home for Baltimore’s most promising emerging creative voices.” 
 
Here is a preview of all of the artists who will be featured in the “Emerging Baltimore” 
exhibition series throughout 2022 at the Bromo Seltzer Arts Tower.   
 
Exhibition Dates: February 10–April 24, 2022 

• Lobby Gallery — Aliana Grace Bailey 
• Mezzanine Gallery — Derrick ‘DJ’ Smith 
• Gallery Two — Raquel Thompson 

 
Exhibition Dates: May 10–August 28, 2022 

• Lobby Gallery — Bria Sterling Wilson 
• Mezzanine Gallery — Christopher Batten 
• Gallery Two — Zach Wade & Mitchell Noah 

 
Exhibition Dates: September 13–November 23, 2022 

• Lobby Gallery — McKinley Wallace III 
• Mezzanine Gallery — Will Watson 
• Gallery Two — Jill Orlov 

 
As Baltimore City’s Arts Council, BOPA strives to provide ample opportunities for artists to 
showcase their work, connect with new audiences, and raise their profile in Baltimore and 
beyond. By activating prodigious gallery spaces throughout the City such as the Bromo Seltzer 
Arts Tower, we hope to reinforce Baltimore as a supportive home for artists and a notable 
destination for art lovers and collectors.  
 
The Bromo Seltzer Arts Tower is a historic 15-story landmark managed by BOPA located at 21 
S. Eutaw Street. Operating as a gallery and studio space for working artists, the Bromo Tower is 
the cornerstone of the Bromo Arts & Entertainment District on Baltimore’s Westside.  
 
For more information on the exhibition space, or to schedule an interview with the featured 
artists or Curator Kirk Shannon-Butts, please contact Barbara Hauck at the Baltimore Office of 
Promotion & The Arts. 
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