
January 21, 2022January 21, 2022

Message to Members

Last Wednesday, January 12, 2022, marked the beginning of the third session of the
Maryland General Assembly that has been substantially impacted by the COVID-19
pandemic. While the rules and procedures of the legislative session will be more
relaxed than the 2021 session, when Plexiglass partitions separated Senators on the
floor, and half of the House of Delegates members were located in an “auxiliary”
chamber across the street for floor sessions, the procedures are quite different than
the beginning of the 2020 session.

This year, the Plexiglass is gone, and all legislators are attending floor sessions in
their respective chamber. There is limited public access to the chambers and floor
sessions will continue to be live streamed.

Committee activity in the House will operate in a similar manner to last year, with
virtual committee hearings and witnesses testifying remotely. The Senate will treat
committee activity similarly in the first month, but plans are to move committee
hearings to in-person beginning February 14.

At that point, all testimony must be presented in person, but the committee hearing
will continue to be live streamed. One significant change from the 2021 session is
that once the Senate committees are conducted in person, voting sessions will no
longer be live-streamed.

The session activity will also be proceed differently this year. Because the General
Assembly addressed the 2021 Regular Session gubernatorial vetoes during its
special session in December, there are no outstanding vetoes to consider. In
addition, legislative redistricting, which only occurs every ten years, will dominate
the early portion of the session. A joint hearing of Senators and Delegates took place
on Tuesday, January 18, to consider competing proposals: the Governor’s legislative
redistricting map based on the recommendation of his Maryland Citizens
Redistricting Commission, and the redistricting map proposed by the Legislative
Redistricting Advisory Commission. The General Assembly must adopt new
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legislative maps by the 45th day of session or the Governor’s proposal automatically
goes into effect.

The Greater Baltimore Committee is heading into session with a focus on advocating
for policies to bolster economic opportunity for all Marylanders by creating the
conditions needed for a competitive business environment and job creation. Issues
of main importance include continued support of businesses seeking to recover from
the COVID-19 recession, including direct assistance, tax credits, child care
enhancements, and workforce development investments; adoption of a climate bill
that does not disproportionally impact business; supporting policies that will provide
a superior transportation infrastructure; and ensuring that federal funds are spent
effectively and on programs or projects that won’t add permanent costs to the State
budget.

As always, if you have questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me.

Sincerely,

Donald C. Fry

Greater Baltimore Committee's 2022
Legislative Strategy

The GBC's annual priorities for this year's
legislative session were developed with a focus
on policies that will advance a strong and
competitive business environment that will bring
about job creation, an increasing tax base and
business vitality. This foundational principle was
outlined in GBC’s report: “Gaining a Competitive
Edge: Keys to Economic Growth and Job
Creation in Maryland.”

The GBC will engage actively on these issues
throughout the 2022 Maryland General Assembly
session. In addition, all GBC policy positions will be
considered through a racial equity lens as part of the
GBC's commitment to improving racial equity and social
justice.

For the 2022 session, the GBC will focus on supporting
legislation and programs that are consistent with the
core pillars for a competitive business environment and
job growth found in the “Gaining a Competitive Edge”
report.

•  Government leadership that unites with
business as a partner.
 • Workforce that is highly-educated and
meets Maryland’s business needs.
•  Regulatory policies that are streamlined,
stable and predictable.
•  Tax structure that is fair and competitive.
•  Competitive costs of doing business.
•  Superior transportation infrastructure
with reliable funding mechanisms.
•  Strategic and effective state investments
in business growth.



•  Business marketing strategy that is
aggressive, coordinated, long-term, and
well-funded. 

GBC's Legislative Forum to Feature
Discussions on Budget and Major
Legislative Initiatives

With a multitude of major issues in the mix for
state legislators this year, the GBC's annual
General Assembly Legislative Forum scheduled
for January 24, 8:30-10 a.m., is certain to
feature lively discussions from top legislative
leaders on this year's panel. The program will be
conducted virtually on a Zoom platform.

Panelists will discuss such topics as:

Legislative Redistricting
Fiscal Year 2023 Budget
Public Safety and Juvenile Justice
Climate Reform
How the State will Spend $6 Billion Surplus
State Investments in Small Business Recovery and Growth

Panelists include:

Keiffer Mitchell, Governor Hogan’s Chief Legislative Officer and Senior Advisor
Senator William C. Smith, Jr., Chair, Senate Judicial Proceedings Committee
Senator Chris West, Member, Senate Judicial Proceedings Committee
Delegate Haven Shoemaker, House Minority Whip
Delegate Stephanie M. Smith, Chair, Baltimore City Delegation, Maryland
Delegate C.T. Wilson, Chair, House Economic Matters Committee

The event will be moderated by Jeff Salkin, Host of Maryland Public Television's
"State Circle."

To register for the program visit the GBC website

Governor Hogan’s Legislative Priorities

Governor Larry Hogan has identified a number of policy issues that he would like to
see addressed in his final legislative session.

On Monday, January 10th, he announced the expansion of his Refund the Police
Initiative from $150 million to $500 million. The revised initiative includes $220
million in salary increases and bonuses for law enforcement officers, $137 million for
a 50% increase in police aid to local jurisdictions statewide, $50 million for major
capital improvements for Maryland State Police barracks, $37 million to victim
services providers, and $30 million in Neighborhood Safety Grants to support
hardware upgrades, lighting, cameras, and increased security services for business
districts and main streets.

He expressed his intention to introduce further violent crime legislation in the
upcoming session, as well as reintroducing The Violent Firearms Offender Act, which
increases penalties on the illegal possession and sale of firearms, and the Judicial
Transparency Act, which would require the Maryland State Commission on Criminal
Sentencing Policy to track and publish detailed information on the sentences that
are handed down by judges for violent crimes.
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On Tuesday, January 11th, Governor Hogan announced a new initiative hailed as
“the largest tax cut package in state history” totaling $4.6 billion in reduced
taxes. The first component is the Retirement Tax Reduction Act of 2022, which
would eliminate 100% of state retirement taxes for all retirees. It would be phased-
in over time, beginning in 2022, and to qualify one must be over 65 years of age
and claiming Social Security. The second component is the Working Marylanders Tax
Relief Act, which would make the earned income tax credit (EITC) enhancement
passed in the RELIEF Act permanent. The third component is More Jobs for
Marylanders Act 3.0, which extends the existing manufacturing incentive program
for five more years through 2027.

The final component is the Project Restore Act, which would codify and make
permanent the existing COVID-19 recovery initiative of the same name.

Key Issues to Watch in the 2022 General Assembly Session

Only 420 bills were pre-filed this year, down from the nearly 800 bills pre-filed from
the 2021 session, with subjects ranging from a prohibition on declawing cats to a
constitutional amendment to change the Lieutenant Governor candidate selection
process. For the first three years of this term, approximately 2,500 bills have been
introduced each session. GBC staff will be busy tracking legislation impacting the
business community. Among the issues likely to receive consideration this year are:

Public Safety: In addition to the Governor’s public safety priorities, a
number of bills related to juvenile justice and violence prevention
programs are expected.

Economic Recovery/COVID-19 Relief: The General Assembly will be
looking for ways to help individuals and businesses that have still not fully
recovered from the COVID-19 pandemic and the related economic fallout.
Expect to see bills that prioritize support for targeted industry sectors such

as hospitality/tourism/retail and initiatives to assist small and minority owned
businesses. Special attention is likely to be given to the child care industry.

Cannabis Legislation: The General Assembly is expected to take a very close
look at adult recreational use of cannabis. In July, House Speaker Adrienne Jones
verbally committed to passing a ballot initiative to put the issue before voters during
the 2022 election. Senator Ferguson has indicated that he would like to see a

companion bill enacted setting forth rules and regulations regarding the sale and distribution of
recreational cannabis.

Redistricting: Maryland’s constitution requires the Governor to submit a
legislative redistricting proposal and allows the General Assembly 45 days
to make their changes; if lawmakers don’t agree on changes to the map
the governor’s proposal automatically becomes law

Climate Legislation: Major climate legislation stalled on the final day of
the 2021 General Assembly Session. This year, the issue is expected to
return, and the GBC will monitor the effort to ensure that the proposals
do not disproportionately impact business.

UPCOMING EVENTSUPCOMING EVENTS

2022 Maryland General Assembly Forum
January 24, 8:30 a.m. (virtual)
If you have any questions, please contact Lisa Byrd, Director of Events and
Business Development, at lisab@gbc.org.



Leadership Cafe: Featuring Dr. Leana WenLeadership Cafe: Featuring Dr. Leana Wen
February 1, 2022 | 1:30 p.m. - 2:30 p.m. (virtual)
If you have any questions, please contact Lisa Byrd, Director of Events and
Business Development, at lisab@gbc.org.

Newsmaker Speaker Series: Offshore Wind - An Environmental
and Economic Boom for Maryland
February 10, 2022 | 1:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m. (virtual)
If you have any questions, please contact Lisa Byrd, Director of Events and
Business Development, at lisab@gbc.org.
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Teresa Milio BirgeTeresa Milio Birge
Director of Policy and Research
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Policy Associate
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