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Message to Members

Three full weeks of the 2022 Maryland General Assembly Legislative Session are
now complete.

The legislative committees are now extremely busy holding hearings on all of the
legislation that has been introduced. In addition, the Senate Budget and Taxation
Committee and the House Appropriations Committee have begun six weeks of
budget hearings to review the Governor’s proposed Fiscal 2023 Operating Budget.

Expect a flurry of bill introductions over the next week to 10 days, as the bill
introduction deadlines for the Senate and House are February 7 and 11,
respectively. Any bills introduced after these dates will not be assigned to a
committee for a scheduled hearing but referred to the respective chamber’s rules
committee for consideration. The rules committees will determine if the bills will be
referred to a standing committee, which once it receives the bill, is under no
obligation to hold a hearing on a bill that is introduced after the filing deadline.

The GBC has already weighed in on a number of pieces of legislation that promote a
competitive economic region, and will continue to advocate for the interests of the
Baltimore region throughout the 90 day session.

As always, if you have questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me.

Sincerely,

Donald C. Fry

http://gbc.org
https://www.bge.com/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.att.com/
https://www.merrittproperties.com/


Redistricting

On Tuesday, January 27,
the Maryland House of
Delegates gave final
approval to new delegate
and senatorial districts
drawn by the Legislative
Redistricting Advisory
Commission, a panel
convened by the Maryland
General Assembly’s
presiding officers. The
measure passed along

party lines, with the final vote being 95-42. A week earlier, on January 20th, the
Maryland Senate also voted along party lines to approve the redistricting plan.
Having passed both houses, the new district map is set to become law.
                         
However, opposition to the new legislative maps is widely expected. Although
Governor Larry Hogan does not have the power to veto the redistricting maps
approved by the legislature, it is very likely that a lawsuit by one or more
groups will be filed with the Maryland Court of Appeals. Chief Judge Joseph M.
Getty of the Court of Appeals issued a schedule requiring anyone who wishes
to challenge the newly approved maps to do so by February 10. The state
would be required to offer its response by February 15 and a conference would
be held on February 17 to schedule the balance of the legal process.

Fiscal 2023 Budget Introduced

On January 19, Governor Larry
Hogan presented his Fiscal Year
2023 (FY 2023) budget, which adds
to the state’s Rainy Day Fund,
includes major tax relief to retirees,
extends the enhanced Earned
Income Tax Credit (EITC), expands
SNAP benefits, and increases
investments in education at all
levels. The $58.2 billion budget

brings the Rainy Day Fund balance to $3.6 billion and provides a $1.3 billion
structural surplus.

Legislative leadership has expressed concerns with particular aspects of the budget.
For example, House Appropriations Chair Maggie L. McIntosh (D-Baltimore City) and
Senate Budget and Taxation Chair Guy J. Guzzone (D-Howard) said the multibillion-
dollar Blueprint for Maryland’s Future education reform program is not fully funded
in the proposed budget. In addition, legislative leaders are concerned that the
surplus funds available in this year’s budget are being directed to ongoing costs, like
tax cuts, rather than one time investments.

The House Appropriations Committee and Senate Budget and Taxation Committee
began holding budget hearings on individual agencies on January 26, and will
continue hearings through March 9. This year, the Senate will take action on the
budget first. We can expect to see the budget bill on the Senate floor by mid-March.
GBC Staff will continue to keep you informed about the budget throughout the
session.



Key Legislation

As of February 1, 2022, 1,285 bills had been introduced. February 7 marks the
deadline for Senators to introduce bills, and February 11 marks the House of
Delegates bill filing deadline. Any bills introduced after these dates will not be
assigned to a committee for a scheduled hearing but referred to the respective
house’s rules committee for consideration.

A few of the major bills introduced so far:

Major bills introduced so far:

House Bill 1 Constitutional Amendment - Cannabis - Adult Use and
Possession
Establishing that, on or after July 1, 2023, an individual in the State who is
at least 21 years old may use and possess cannabis.

House Bill 2 Income Tax - Work Opportunity Tax Credit
This bill creates a nonrefundable tax credit against the State income tax
for up to 100% of the federal Work Opportunity Tax Credit claimed by an
employer.

House Bill 8/Senate Bill 275 Labor and Employment - Family and
Medical Leave Insurance Program - Establishment (Time to Care
Act of 2022)
Establishes the Family and Medical Leave Insurance (FAMLI) program and FAMLI

Fund to provide up to 12 weeks of benefits to a covered individual taking leave from
employment due to specified personal and family circumstances. The weekly benefit is based on
the individual’s average weekly wage, subject to a cap. The FAMLI Fund consists of employer
and employee contributions and pays for benefits, a public education program, and
implementation and administrative costs.

House Bill 89/ Senate Bill 480 Child Care Stabilization Grant
Program and Child Care Expansion Grant Program – Established
Establishes two new grant programs to assist struggling child care
providers: the Child Care Stabilization Grant Program and the Child Care

Expansion Grant Program, which would both be administered by the State
Department of Education (MSDE).

House Bill 418/ Senate Bill 391 Economic Development - More
Jobs for Marylanders Program - Extension and Alterations
Extends the More Jobs for Marylanders program an additional five years,
through 2027. The More Jobs for Marylanders program provides tax

incentives to new and existing manufacturers that locate or expand in Maryland and
create new manufacturing jobs. The legislation also provides incentives to non-
manufacturers that locate or expand in Maryland Opportunity Zones.

GBC staff will continue to update you on important legislation throughout the
legislative session.

UPCOMING EVENTSUPCOMING EVENTS

Newsmaker Speaker Series: Offshore Wind - An Environmental
and Economic Boom for Maryland
February 10, 2022 | 1:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m. (virtual)
For questions please contact Lisa Byrd, Director of Events and Business
Development, at lisab@gbc.org.

https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/hb0001
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/hb0002
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/hb0008
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/SB0275?ys=2022RS
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/hb0089
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/SB0480?ys=2022RS
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/hb0418
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/SB0391?ys=2022RS


Connect. Influence. Succeed
February 18, 2022 | 8:30 a.m. - 9:30 a.m. (virtual)
Current and new members can join us to learn how to maximize your
GBC membership. For questions contact Jeremy Rosendale, Director,
Membership & External Affairs, at jeremyr@gbc.org

Racial Equity and Social Justice : State of Diversity in the Baltimore RegionRacial Equity and Social Justice : State of Diversity in the Baltimore Region
February 24, 2022 | 10:00 a.m. - 11:15 a.m. (virtual)
For questions please contact Lisa Byrd, Director of Events and Business
Development, at lisab@gbc.org.

Register for EventsRegister for Events

STAFF CONTACTSSTAFF CONTACTS

Donald C. FryDonald C. Fry
President & CEO

410-727-2820 ext. 12
donaldf@gbc.org

Teresa Milio BirgeTeresa Milio Birge
Director of Policy and Research

teresab@gbc.org

Kamau BridgesKamau Bridges
Policy Associate
kamb@gbc.org

2022 SPONSORS2022 SPONSORS

AmbassadorAmbassador

SignatureSignature
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Connect with usConnect with us

         

https://www.facebook.com/GBCorg/
https://twitter.com/GBCorg
https://www.instagram.com/greaterbaltimorecommittee/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/greater-baltimore-committee
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCabKDFMcZDDl5cPWmSX7ncg

