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Message to Members

Today is Crossover Day in the Maryland General Assembly when each legislative
chamber sends to the other chamber the bills it intends to pass favorably. This
concludes one of the busiest weeks of the General Assembly’s legislative session.
For the past week, each chamber has held long floor sessions, often two in one day.
Committee votes were scheduled around these floor sessions, making long days for
both legislators and their staff.

This milestone on the legislative calendar signals that time is growing short to pass
legislation. There’s just three weeks left in the 2022 session before it concludes on
April 11.

Major legislation still awaits final passage on climate reform, family and medical
leave and recreational cannabis legalization, so the next few weeks will feature a
flurry of important decision making in the General Assembly.

This has been a very active year for legislators and for the Greater Baltimore
Committee. To date, the GBC has submitted more than 110 pieces of testimony on
business-related legislation and been actively involved in discussions with legislators
regarding specific bills. 

As always, if you have questions or concerns please feel free to contact me.

Sincerely,

Donald C. Fry
President & CEO

http://gbc.org
https://www.bge.com/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.att.com/
https://www.merrittproperties.com/


Senate Climate Change Legislation is Moving

On Monday, March 14, the Maryland Senate passed Senate
Bill 528 entitled Climate Solutions Now Act of 2022 and sent
it to the House of Delegates for action. The GBC opposes SB
528, which would set a statewide goal, for 2030, to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions by 60% of emission levels
recorded in 2006, and to net-zero by 2045.

A number of amendments were adopted on the Senate floor.
One of the amendments struck the most controversial provision of the proposed law
that would have required all new buildings to use electric power, rather than fossil
fuels, for space and water heating, by 2024.

Senate Bill 528, as amended, has been jointly referred to the House Environment
and Transportation Committee and the House Economic Matters Committee. A
hearing date on this major piece of legislation has not been scheduled.

Family and Medical Leave Legislation
 
The House and Senate appear to be taking two very
different approaches to legislation to create a new
statewide family and medical leave benefit program.
On Friday, March 18, the Senate passed Senate Bill
275 - Labor and Employment – Family and Medical
Leave Insurance Program – Establishment (Time to
Care Act of 2022), which would create a program to
provide up to 24 weeks of benefits to covered
individuals taking leave due to specific personal and
family circumstances.

This paid leave would be available to a greater number of employees than are
currently covered by the federal Family and Medical Leave Act, for fewer hours
worked, and also allows an employee to take leave to care for an expanded list of
family members for an expanded list of reasons.

The House of Delegates chose a more conservative approach, committing to the
creation of a program in 2023 so that Marylanders can receive the expanded
benefits no later than June 2024. However, the House established a commission to
work out the specifics of the statewide paid family and medical leave program. The
commission would make recommendations on employment eligibility, when
contributions would start, the cost-sharing split between employers and employees,
and any other aspects that the commission deems relevant.

Legislative leadership has committed to passing family and medical leave legislation
this session, so they have three weeks to come to agreement on the prudent
legislative approach.

Election Changes

Maryland’s primary election process has once
again seen changes to its timeline. Under an
order signed by Chief Judge Joseph M. Getty of
the Court of Appeals of Maryland, the primary
election date will be moved from June 28 to July
19. The filing deadline for new candidates to
declare their candidacy was also pushed back
from March 22 to April 15. The new dates allow more time for resolution of a series
of challenges that have been brought against the newly drawn state legislative and
congressional maps.



The new congressional maps have been challenged in two lawsuits filed by a group
of Republican state lawmakers and citizens of every district and supported by Fair
Maps Maryland and the national conservative activist group Judicial Watch. The
plaintiffs allege that the new Maryland congressional map has been illegally drawn to
benefit Democrats. The lawsuits claim that partisan interests have gerrymandered
the map in an extreme fashion that renders it unconstitutional. The trial is being
heard before Judge Lynne Battaglia.

Special Magistrate Alan M. Wilner, a retired Court of Appeals judge who served on
the court between 1996 and 2007, was appointed to review the petitions brought
against the state’s legislative maps. Four petitions were filed by Republican
legislators and citizens charging the adopted maps violate the Maryland
constitution’s requirements that legislative districts respect natural boundaries and
political subdivisions. Hearings will be held beginning this week. Judge Wilner hopes
to get his report on legislative redistricting challenges to the Court of Appeals by
April 4. 

Budget
 
The Maryland Senate unanimously passed a $58.5 billion fiscal
2023 budget plan on Friday, March 18. Highlights of the
Senate budget plan include fencing off $350 million for tax
breaks that have yet to be determined, increased funding for
payments to nursing home and behavioral health care
providers; an $800 million allocation to the Blueprint for
Maryland’s Future Fund to support education reform; additional

funding for rental housing assistance, and funds to support the launch of a new 9-8-
8 statewide crisis line. To see the report of the Senate Budget and Taxation
Committee on the budget, click here.
 
The House Appropriations Committee voted on the budget later that evening, and
the bill is headed to the floor this week. The budget will likely pass the House by
Friday. A conference committee will be appointed to work out the differences
between the House and Senate versions of the state budget. The Maryland
Constitution requires that the budget be passed by the 83rd day of session, or April
4.

Gas Tax Holiday

House Bill 1486 and Senate Bill 1010 were introduced on
Friday, March 11, to create a gas tax "holiday”, which
would temporarily eliminate Maryland’s 36-cent-per-
gallon gas levy. The legislation was introduced as
emergency legislation and was quickly ushered through
the legislative process. Governor Larry Hogan, Senate
President Bill Ferguson, and House Speaker Adrienne
Jones all expressed their desire to move the bills forward
as quickly as possible.

The House and Senate versions of the bill passed with overwhelming bipartisan
support.

On Friday, March 18, the Governor signed the emergency legislation.   The law went
into effect immediately for a period of 30 days.

For more information on the gas tax holiday legislation, click here.

GBC Submits Testimony of a Number of Legislative Proposals

https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/Pubs/BudgetFiscal/2022rs-budget-docs-operating-senate-budget-taxation-report.pdf
https://www.marylandmatters.org/2022/03/18/maryland-will-close-gas-stations-that-fail-to-drop-prices-franchot-says/


During the week of March 14, the GBC weighed in on a number of bills, including:

Supported
HB 896 – Maryland Stadium Authority - Increase of Bond Authorization -
Camden Yards
HB 897 – Sports Entertainment Facilities Act of 2022
 HB 1398 – Property Taxes - Baltimore City Residential Retention Credit -
Termination of Sunset
HB 1425 – Infrastructure Grants - Federal Infrastructure Investment and
Coordination Unit – Established
SB 893 – Public Safety – Safer Communities Fund and Task Force –
Establishment
SB 919 – Child Care Capital Support Revolving Loan Fund – Established
SB 920 – Early Childhood Development - Child Care Scholarship Program -
Alterations

Support with Amendments
HB 1359 – State Government - Technology and Science Advisory Commission -
Established

UPCOMING EVENTSUPCOMING EVENTS

Newsmaker Speaker Series: BWI and the Port –
Maryland’s Growing Economic Assets
March 30, 2022 | 10:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. (virtual)
For questions please contact Tara Harris, Committee Coordinator/
Receptionist, at tarah@gbc.org.

Greater Baltimore Committee’s Baltimore Women’s Advisory
Board (BWAB) & Executive Alliance Presents State of Women in
the Workplace: Pivoting to Reengage, Recruit, Reinvent 
March 31, 2022 | 10:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. (virtual)
For questions please contact Tara Harris, Committee Coordinator/
Receptionist, at tarah@gbc.org.

Leadership Café: Isabella Casillas Guzman, the 27th
Administrator of the U.S. Small Business Administration
April 5, 2022 | 8:00 a.m. - 9:00 a.m.
For questions please contact Tara Harris, Committee Coordinator/
Receptionist, at tarah@gbc.org.

Newsmaker Speaker Series: Growing Baltimore’s Economy and
Population- Strategic Plans and Initiatives to Grow Baltimore
City
April 6, 2022 | 8:30 a.m. - 9:30 a.m. (virtual)
For questions please contact Tara Harris, Committee Coordinator/
Receptionist, at tarah@gbc.org.

Annual Meeting
May 25, 2022 / Registration: 5:30 p.m.
Renaissance Hotel, Baltimore
For questions please contact Tara Harris, Committee Coordinator/
Receptionist, at tarah@gbc.org.

Register for EventsRegister for Events

https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/hb0896
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/hb0897
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/hb1398
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/hb1425
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/sb0893
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/sb0919
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/sb0920
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/hb1359
https://gbc.org/register-for-events/


STAFF CONTACTSSTAFF CONTACTS

Donald C. FryDonald C. Fry
President & CEO

410-727-2820 ext. 12
donaldf@gbc.org

Teresa Milio BirgeTeresa Milio Birge
Director of Policy and Research

teresab@gbc.org

Kamau BridgesKamau Bridges
Policy Associate
kamb@gbc.org

2022 SPONSORS2022 SPONSORS

AmbassadorAmbassador

SignatureSignature
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