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Message to Members

The Maryland General Assembly Legislative Session is now in one of its busiest
times. Tomorrow, March 15, marks the Committee Reporting Courtesy date, which is
the date by which all committees are to have voted on bills they intend to report out
to the full body. While not a strict requirement, the upcoming Bill Crossover Date on
March 21 is a more definitive procedural rule. If a bill crosses to the opposite
chamber after March 21, it will be sent to the chamber’s Rules Committee to
determine if it should be sent to a standing policy committee.

This dynamic will result in both chambers working overtime to get bills to the
opposite chamber by next Monday. There will likely be lengthy floor sessions,
sometimes two a day, in order to get the needed work done.

To add to the busy week, the Senate Budget and Taxation Committee will be
making its final decisions on the Fiscal 2023 budget today, and the budget bill will
go to the Senate floor later this week. We anticipate the budget bill will cross over to
the House of Delegates before the weekend.

So far 1,009 bills have been introduced in the Senate and 1,484 bills have been
introduced in the House. GBC Staff is actively monitoring relevant legislative
activity, and will keep you up to date on pertinent issues. If you have any questions
or concerns, please feel free to reach out to me.

Sincerely,

Donald C. Fry
President & CEO

http://gbc.org
https://www.bge.com/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.att.com/
https://www.merrittproperties.com/


Revenue Projections and Gas Tax Holiday

On Thursday, March 10, the Board of Revenue Estimates
issued its revised revenue forecast, increasing its surplus
estimate by more than $1.6 billion in fiscal years 2022 and
2023. This brings the estimated budget surplus to an
unprecedented $7.5 billion.

Elected officials have floated a number of ideas of how to
spend a portion of the increased revenues, including direct
payments to taxpayers, assistance to struggling low wage

earning Marylanders, and cuts to the income and gas taxes. Many have expressed a
focus on one-time expenses, as permanent tax cuts would outlast the increased
revenue.

Governor Hogan and legislative leadership appear to be coalescing around the idea
of a temporary gas tax holiday, as Marylanders have seen the price of gasoline rise
to well over $4 a gallon over the last month. Maryland’s gas tax is currently 37 cents
a gallon. On Friday March 11, emergency bills were introduced in both the House of
Delegates and the Senate for a 30-day gas tax holiday, which would be effective
upon enactment.

Child Care

GBC supported legislation to address crisis level issues in
the child care industry have been given a favorable
report by the House Ways and Means Committee and will
go to the House floor this week. The systemic issues in
the child care industry were only worsened by the
pandemic recession. Many workers are unable to find
quality child care or quality child care at a reasonable
cost, causing workers to leave employment or businesses
to cut back hours, or services to accommodate the
family needs of their employees.

The four bills approved by the Ways and Means Committee would provide grants to
child care businesses who are in danger of closing due to financial hardship, create a
revolving loan fund for child care providers to receive no-interest loans to establish
or expand a child care facility, expedite the process for parents or guardians to
receive child care scholarships for their children, and provide retention bonuses for
child care workers.

The Senate has not yet acted on the crossfiled bills. 

Climate Change Legislation

While the House of Delegates has not yet advanced
any of the climate reform legislation introduced,
Senate Bill 528 Climate Solutions Now Act of 2022
passed second reader with amendments on Thursday
March 10. The GBC opposes SB 528, which would set a
statewide goal, for 2030, to reduce greenhouse gas
emissions by 60% of emission levels recorded in 2006
and by 2045 to net-zero.

The bill would achieve this, in part, by requiring
owners of large buildings to annually report on their

buildings emissions and gradually reduce them to net-zero. The bill, as introduced,
would require a 20 percent reduction in net greenhouse gas emissions by 2030, a
40 percent reduction by 2035, and net-zero emissions by 2040. For those buildings
that cannot perform the required reductions, an unspecified fee would have to be
paid for emissions exceeding the standards.



The bill’s sponsor, Senator Paul Pinsky, introduced ten floor amendments that were
adopted by the full Senate. One of the amendments struck the most controversial
provision of the proposed law that would have required all new buildings to use
electric power, rather than fossil fuels, for space and water heating, by 2024.

Senate Bill 528 will be debated on third reader this evening, March 14, when the
Senate convenes at 8 p.m.

Highway User Revenue

The GBC supports legislation to restore the local
government share of the Highway User Revenue fund to
pre-recession levels. House Bill 1187/ Senate Bill 726
increases the share of funds from the Gasoline and
Motor Vehicle Revenue Account (GMVRA) that the
Maryland Department of Transportation (MDOT) must
annually provide to local governments through capital
transportation grants beginning in fiscal 2025 by
returning to the funding distribution that was in place for
decades prior to the Great Recession. The Senate bill is
sponsored by Baltimore Senator Cory McCray.

Prior to the 2008 recession, local governments shared in 30% of the funds in the
GMVRA. In 2009, with the state facing budget crisis, the Board of Public Works
adopted a 90% reduction to the local distributions and a 40% reduction to Baltimore
City (which maintains all of the roads within its borders with few exceptions). While
other recession cuts have since been restored, Highway User Revenues have not,
despite the State’s substantial transportation revenue increase in 2013.

Legislation passed by the General Assembly in 2018 established the current funding
level for Highway User Revenue (HUR) for a duration of five fiscal years. The
looming sunset complicates local governments’ ability to commit to longer-term
transportation project plans. Maintaining the current level of transportation grants
has proven inadequate to address the transportation needs of local governments
around the state.

On Thursday, March 10, a bipartisan coalition of local leaders from across the state
joined together to support the legislation in the House Ways and Means Committee.
On Friday evening, the Committee adopted a number of amendments to the bill as
submitted by House leadership. These amendments will permanently extend the
current funding distribution, and increase the amount of Highway User Revenues
shared with local governments from Fiscal 2024 to Fiscal 2027. The increase
approved by the committee will fall short of the bill’s original goal of restoring
Highway User Revenues to pre-Recession levels.

GBC Submits Testimony of a Number of Legislative Proposals

During the week of February 28 to March 4, the GBC weighed in on a number of bills,
including:

Supported
SB 522 - State and Local Parks – Child Safe Zone Program – Establishment
(Equitable Access to Safe Parks Act)
SB 782 - Workgroup on the Post-COVID-19 Crisis Economic Transition
SB 861 - Maryland State Police Gun Center – Establishment
HB 418 - Economic Development – More Jobs for Marylanders Program –
Extension and Alterations
SB 540 - Higher Education - Transfer Platform - Established (Transfer With
Success Act 2.0)
HB 652 - More Opportunities for Career-Focused Students Act of 2022

https://www.marylandmatters.org/2022/03/11/rural-suburban-and-urban-leaders-join-bid-to-restore-lost-road-repair-funds/
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/sb0522
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/sb0782
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/sb0861
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/hb0418
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/sb0540
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/hb0652


HB 933 - Child Care Scholarship Program - Alterations (Maryland Child Care
Working Families Act)
HB 993 - Child Care Capital Support Revolving Loan Fund – Established
HB 995 - Early Childhood Development – Child Care Scholarship Program –
Alterations
HB 1100 - Child Care Providers and Employees – Bonuses

Opposed
SB 671 – Economic Development - Eligibility for State Job Creation Incentives
HB 1096 – Economic Development Tax Credit Programs – Qualified Position
and Qualified Employee – Definitions
HB 708 – Comprehensive Climate Solutions

During the week of March 7 to March 11, the GBC weighed in on a number of bills,
including:

Supported
HB 1013 – Public Safety - Safer Communities Fund and Task Force –
Establishment
HB 1056 – Baltimore City – Maryland Transit Administration – Transit Services
for Public School Students
HB 1187 – Transportation – Highway User Revenues – Revenue and
Distribution
HB 1284 – Income Tax – Credit for Cybersecurity Measures Undertaken by
Small Businesses
HB 1293 – Driver's Licenses - Suspension For Child Support Arrearages –
Exception
SB 620 – Higher Education – Articulation Agreements and Transfer Procedures
– Workgroup Study (Maryland Articulation and Transfer Act)
SB 726 – Transportation – Highway User Revenues – Revenue and Distribution
SB 755 – Infrastructure Grants - Federal Infrastructure Investment and
Coordination Unit – Established
SB 806 – Child Care Providers and Employees – Bonuses
SB 862 – Baltimore City - Maryland Transit Administration - Transit Services
for Public School Students
SB 884 – Driver's Licenses - Suspension for Child Support Arrearages –
Exception
SB 904 – Maryland Higher Education Commission - Formerly Incarcerated
Youth Grant Program - Established

Supported with Amendments
HB 410 – Transportation – Highway User Revenue – Distribution
HB 1336 – Greater Baltimore Transit Governance and Funding Commission

Opposed
HB 171 – Climate Crisis and Environmental Justice Act 

UPCOMING EVENTSUPCOMING EVENTS

Newsmaker Speaker Series: BWI and the Port –
Maryland’s Growing Economic Assets
March 30, 2022 | 10:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. (virtual)
For questions please contact Tara Harris, Committee Coordinator/
Receptionist, at tarah@gbc.org.

Greater Baltimore Committee’s Baltimore Women’s Advisory
Board (BWAB) & Executive Alliance Presents State of Women in
the Workplace: Pivoting to Reengage, Recruit, Reinvent 
March 31, 2022 | 10:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. (virtual)

https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/hb0933
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/hb0993
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/hb0993
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/hb1100
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/sb0671
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/hb1096
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/hb0708
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/hb1013
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/hb1056
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/hb1187
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/hb1284
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/hb1293
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/sb0620
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/sb0726
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/sb0755
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/sb0806
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/sb0862
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/sb0884
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/sb0904
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/hb0410
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/hb1336
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/hb0171


For questions please contact Tara Harris, Committee Coordinator/
Receptionist, at tarah@gbc.org.

Save the Date: Annual Meeting
May 25, 2022 / Registration: 5:30 p.m.
Renaissance Hotel, Baltimore

Register for EventsRegister for Events
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Donald C. FryDonald C. Fry
President & CEO

410-727-2820 ext. 12
donaldf@gbc.org

Teresa Milio BirgeTeresa Milio Birge
Director of Policy and Research

teresab@gbc.org

Kamau BridgesKamau Bridges
Policy Associate
kamb@gbc.org
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