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Message to Members

The 2022 Maryland General Assembly Legislative Session is in its final days. Today,
we are expecting an announcement of legislative vetoes from Governor Hogan. Both
the Senate and House of Delegates will hold floor sessions over the weekend to
consider veto overrides as well as to advance more legislation through the process
prior to the close of session at midnight on Monday, April 11, or Sine Die.

Monday marks not only the last day of the 2022 90-day legislative session, but also
the end of the last session of the four-year legislative term. With a number of long-
serving members retiring or running for other elective office, and others who may
not be successful in their re-election efforts, the General Assembly membership will
look much different next year. The Greater Baltimore Committee will monitor
election activity and the resulting changes to legislative leadership and committee
make-up, and will keep the membership informed.

Sincerely,

Donald C. Fry
President & CEO

Redistricting Update 

Governor Larry Hogan recently signed the second version of
Maryland’s congressional map, signaling the end of a
contentious congressional redistricting process. Following
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Judge Lynne A. Battaglia’s ruling that the Maryland General
Assembly’s initial congressional map did not satisfy
constitutional requirements for compactness, consistency of
adjoining territory, and respecting natural boundaries and
political subdivisions, the Maryland General Assembly were
forced to introduce and approve a new map in a short period
of time. The map was introduced on Monday, March 28 and
passed both chambers on Wednesday, March 30. On April 4,
Governor Hogan signed the revised map into law, and all parties agreed to drop
their appeals, ending the contentious congressional redistricting process.

The legal challenges to Maryland’s state legislative district map hit a significant
setback this week when Special Magistrate Alan M. Wilner, who presided over the
objections to the legislative redistricting plan, filed his report to the Maryland Court
of Appeals on April 4. In the report, he rejected the legal challenges made by four
Republican-led petitions and recommended that the Court of Appeals allow the
proposed legislative redistricting map to stand. The court is expected to hold a
hearing on the report on Wednesday, April 13.

Due to the uncertainty of district boundaries, the filing deadline for candidates to
seek elective office was extended to April 15 and the 2022 primary election has
been postponed to July 19.

Bills on Governor’s Desk
 
It is anticipated that this afternoon Governor Hogan
will announce a decision on the fate of bills currently
on his desk. On Friday, April 1, the Governor received
more than 30 bills passed by the General Assembly.
By law, the Governor has six days (excluding Sundays)

to sign or veto legislation, or the bill will become law without his signature. This
provides the legislature with sufficient time to consider veto overrides prior to the
end of session on Monday.

Among the bills submitted to the Governor last week are:
Senate Bill 528 – Climate Solutions Now Act of 2022
Senate Bill 275 - Labor and Employment – Family and Medical Leave Insurance
Program – Establishment (Time to Care Act of 2022)
House Bill 425/Senate Bill 387 - Public Safety - Untraceable Firearms (referred
to as Ghost Gun legislation)
House Bill 778/Senate Bill 514 - Transportation - Investment Program - MARC
Rail Service (Maryland Regional Rail Transformation Act)
House Bill 837 - Cannabis Reform

Maryland Stadium Authority Legislation -
Camden Yards/Sports Entertainment 

Two departmental bills from the Maryland Stadium
Authority are working their way through the
legislative process. House Bill 896, Maryland Stadium
Authority – Increase of Bond Authorization – Camden
Yards, would increase the amount of taxable or tax
exempt bonds that the Maryland Stadium Authority
(the Authority) may issue for the two sports facilities
at the Camden Yards complex, Oriole Park at Camden
Yards and M&T Bank Stadium. The bill increases the cap from $235 million to $1.2
million, or up to $600 million for each facility. The bill also requires the Stadium
Authority to negotiate a lease (or renewal or extension of a lease) with the two
teams’ ownership prior to financing the acquisition and construction of any part of a
sports facility.

House Bill 897, Economic Development - Sports Entertainment Facilities and Events,
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Prince George's County Blue Line Corridor Facilities, and Racing Facilities would
authorize the Maryland Stadium Authority (MSA) to issue up to $200 million in
bonds for construction of a Sports Entertainment Facility, which is defined as a
structure or other improvement in the State at which minor league or other non-
major league sporting events are held. As amended by the House of Delegates, the
bill also creates the Prince George’s County Blue Line Corridor Facilities Fund and
the Major Sports and Entertainment Event Program and Fund. The former would be
a revolving loan fund of up to $400 million for construction of a convention center,
amphitheater, or other functionally related structures in the area adjacent to FedEx
Field while the latter would be used to attract major events to Maryland, attract
attendees to fill the seats, provide media coverage, and create a positive economic
impact for Maryland.

On April 6, both HB 896 and HB 897 passed the House of Delegates, and have been
scheduled for a Senate Budget and Taxation Committee hearing today, April 8. It is
anticipated that both bills will pass before Sine Die.

UPCOMING EVENTSUPCOMING EVENTS

Recruiting, Training, Retaining: The Workforce of the Future
April 13- May 11
For questions please contact Yvette Diamond at yvetted@gbc.org.

Leadership Café: Martin Walsh, U.S. Secretary of Labor
May 3, 2022 | 8:00 a.m. - 9:00 a.m.
For questions please contact Tara Harris, Committee Coordinator/
Receptionist, at tarah@gbc.org.

Annual Meeting
May 25, 2022 | Registration: 5:30 p.m.
Renaissance Hotel, Baltimore
For questions please contact Tara Harris, Committee Coordinator/
Receptionist, at tarah@gbc.org.

GBC Golf Classic
September 14, 2022 | 8:30 a.m. shotgun start
Renaissance Hotel, Baltimore
For questions please contact Tara Harris, Committee Coordinator/
Receptionist, at tarah@gbc.org.

Register for EventsRegister for Events
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Donald C. FryDonald C. Fry
President & CEO

410-727-2820 ext. 12
donaldf@gbc.org

Teresa Milio BirgeTeresa Milio Birge
Director of Policy and Research

teresab@gbc.org

Kamau BridgesKamau Bridges
Policy Associate
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