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Message to Members

The end of May brought a flurry of gubernatorial vetoes as well as a number of bills
that became law without Governor Hogan’s signature. Several GBC-supported bills
were vetoed at that time, including one that would have required the state to fund a
“Red Line” study, as well as a bill that would have required equity analyses for
transportation plans and service changes. See the article below for more detailed
information on the May 27 vetoes.

During the time between legislative sessions, called the “interim,” legislative
committees meet to study issues of importance often related to bills that were
introduced during the session. Every seat in the House and Senate is up for election
this year, which will keep the amount of interim work to a minimum. The House
Cannabis Referendum and Legalization Workgroup is one body that already
scheduled meetings, beginning with a 7 p.m. organizational meeting on June 14.
Guest Dr. John Hudak of Brookings, a cannabis policy expert, was anticipated to
provide an overview of the cannabis regulatory and licensing landscape. Click here
to view last night’s meeting.

As always, if you have any questions or concerns, please reach out to our policy
team. Teresa Milio Birge can be reached at teresab@gbc.org and Kam Bridges can
be reached at kamb@gbc.org. Both can be reached by telephone at the GBC’s main
number, 410-727-2820.

Legislative Vetoes

On May 29, Governor Larry Hogan allowed a total of
294 bills to take effect and pass into law without his
signature. On May 27, he made 18 policy vetoes of
legislative measures. Maryland law prohibits a new
legislature from overriding the vetoes of legislation
passed by a previous legislature in the prior
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session. With 2022 being an election year, the new
2023 legislature will be unable to override Governor
Hogan’s 18 vetoes. With the expiration of his term in
January, these actions will very likely be the
governor’s final decisions on legislative actions.
 
Here are some of the major bills that Governor Hogan
vetoed:

House Bill 632—Baltimore East-West Corridor—
Transit Study—Requirements – This legislation
would have required the state to fund a study
related to the Red Line light rail project in
Baltimore, establish an annual appropriation, and create other project planning
requirements.

House Bill 1336—Greater Baltimore Transit Governance and Funding
Commission – This legislation would have established the Greater Baltimore
Transit Governance and Funding Commission to study, review, and make
recommendations on specified issues related to transit governance and funding
for the Baltimore area transit system.

House Bill 141—Equity in Transportation Sector—Guidelines and Analyses –
This legislation would have required the Maryland Department of
Transportation and Maryland Transit Administration to conduct a transit equity
analysis, consult with leaders of affected communities, and take other equity
based actions before announcing certain reductions or cancellations of a capital
expansion project in the construction program of the Consolidated
Transportation Program (CTP) or any service change that would constitute a
major service change under specified federal guidelines.

Senate Bill 478—Career and Technical Education Committee—Alterations –
This legislation would have made the Career and Technical Education (CTE)
Committee an independent unit within the Department of Labor and changed
the committee’s membership requirements.   

Senate Bill 926—Labor and Employment—Apprenticeships and Representation
on the Apprenticeship and Training Council – This legislation would have
established the Apprenticeship 2030 Commission to examine and make
recommendations to reduce skill shortages in high-demand occupations and
provide affordable training for career pathways for young people in the public
and private sectors.

Senate Bill 420—Employment of Minors—Opportunities for Work – This
legislation would have required the Commission of Labor and Industry to
provide contact information of qualifying minors with a work permit to
employers and apprenticeship sponsors, educational programs and institutions,
and qualifying local workforce development boards. The minor or minor’s
parent would have been required to opt-in to this provision.

Click here for a complete list of the Governor’s May 27 vetoes. 

East-West Transit Corridor Alternatives
Released

On June 2, just days after Governor Hogan vetoed
House Bill 632—Baltimore East-West Corridor—Transit
Study—Requirements, the Maryland Department of
Transportation’s Maryland Transit Administration (MTA)
released seven potential East-West mass transit
alternatives as part of the larger Central Maryland
Regional Transit Plan and its recommended corridor
studies. The seven alternatives range from bus rapid
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transit to heavy rail options. The release of these
alternatives is positive movement toward improving the Baltimore region’s transit
options, but lacks the urgency that House Bill 632 required.

The alternatives are available for viewing on the MTA website. In addition, the MTA
is requesting the public complete a survey regarding the alternatives, which can be
found here. Finally, the MTA will be holding virtual public hearings at 6 pm on June
23 and June 29. Information on these hearings can be found here.

UPCOMING EVENTSUPCOMING EVENTS

GBC Golf Classic
September 14, 2022 | 8:30 a.m. Shotgun start
Greystone Golf Course
For questions please contact Tara Harris, Committee Coordinator/
Receptionist, at tarah@gbc.org.
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