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Message to Members

On Monday, June 27, the Greater Baltimore Committee and Greater Washington
Partnership launched the Baltimore’s Transit Future campaign to rally support
among leaders in the Baltimore region to provide a transformative transit system to
better serve existing riders and successfully compete in the global economy. The
campaign has already garnered support from many elected leaders, businesses,
business organizations, labor unions, non-profit agencies, and civic leaders. In
addition, more than 30 organizations have officially signed on as supporters, with
their logos appearing on the bottom of the campaign website.

The Baltimore’s Transit Future campaign focuses on six goals:
Address the Maryland Transit Administration (MTA) repair backlog and
operator shortage
Establish frequent, reliable bus service to all regional job centers
Support regional coordination, decision making and funding
Implement a 10-year rapid transit program
Prioritize regional rail investment
Catalyze equitable development at transit and rail stations

The region is already making progress on many of the campaign’s goals. The
campaign aims to align a broad and diverse set of private, civic, elected, and
community leaders to accelerate momentum to ensure the region can compete for
the more than $100 billion in federal transit funding in the next five years – the
lifespan of the federal infrastructure bill.

A key priority of the campaign is to ensure the region’s low-income communities
have greater access to a more reliable and expansive public transit system to
catalyze inclusive growth and address income gaps in underserved and minority
neighborhoods.

For more details and to view news coverage, visit:
Campaign website: with nearly 30 organizations signed on as supporters of the

http://gbc.org
https://gbc.org/baltimores-transit-future/
https://gbc.org/baltimores-transit-future/
https://www.bge.com/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.att.com/
https://www.merrittproperties.com/


campaign
Press release
Baltimore Sun: “Baltimore’s business leaders launch campaign to push for
public transportation improvements”
The Daily Record: “GBC, Greater Washington Partnership launch transit
campaign”
Maryland Matters: “Baltimore Must Embrace Transit Vision While the Feds Are
Flush With Funds, Groups Say”
Planetizen: “Baltimore Leaders Call on City To Think Big on Transit”
Mention in Baltimore Sun Editorial Board: “Maryland’s transportation future
may be decided by this year’s election | COMMENTARY”
Arun Subhas & Bill Stromberg’s Op Ed in Baltimore Sun: “The time is now to
build better transit for Greater Baltimore | GUEST COMMENTARY”

If you have questions about Baltimore’s Transit Future or want to get involved,
please reach out to Teresa Milio Birge, Director of Policy and Research, at
teresab@gbc.org.

Elections

The 2022 Maryland primary election is next Tuesday,
July 19. This is the first election that will be impacted
by this year’s contentious redistricting process. This
election cycle is unique in that none of the current
statewide elected officials are running to retain their
seats, so we will see new faces in the offices of
Governor, Lieutenant Governor, Attorney General, and
Comptroller. Additionally, all Maryland Senate and
Delegate seats are on the ballot.

At the local level, Maryland’s counties are holding
elections for executive, councilmember, and commissioner. Baltimore City is not
holding local elections, as they are held in the presidential election cycle. Baltimore
City State’s Attorney, which is a state office, is on the ballot this year. At the federal
level, all House of Representatives seats are up for election, and the Maryland
Senate seat held by Chris Van Hollen is also on the ballot this year.

Early in-person voting began on July 7 and will continue through the July 14. The
deadline to request a mail-in ballot is Tuesday, July 12. Primary election day is July
19th, which is also the last date that mail-in ballots can be postmarked or accepted
at a drop-off ballot box. 

July 1 Events

July 1 is an important day in the legislative calendar. It
marks the beginning of the new operating budget fiscal
year, as well as the day many bills enacted in the
legislative session go into effect.

The Maryland Fiscal Year 2023 budget, which is in
effect from July 1, 2022 to June 30, 2023, includes
more than $61 billion in appropriations. This is a
decrease of approximately 2.6%, or $1.6 billion from
the fiscal 2022 budget, which contained a higher level
of federal funding overall, due to the COVID-19
pandemic federal aid.

Fiscal 2023 is projected to end with a fund balance of $380 million, with an ongoing
structural surplus through fiscal 2027. Major expenditures found in the Fiscal 2023
appropriation include $10.5 billion in aid to local governments, which includes direct
aid to county and municipal governments, as well as libraries, community colleges,
and public school systems. The budget also fully funds the state’s obligations related
to the Blueprint for Maryland’s Future education initiative.

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgreaterwashingtonpartnership.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2022%2F06%2FFINAL-Baltimores-Transit-Future.pdf&data=05%7C01%7Cjmcandrew%40greaterwashingtonpartnership.com%7C474ac8030fec4d3a02b508da601761d4%7Ccfd4f2a4ef9f4efa9954a3853bff6389%7C1%7C0%7C637927951748236851%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=4vzV5%2BSu%2FEQZRfj38mLdTqQ3cdvS9XPr2SEB7CDrME0%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.baltimoresun.com%2Fmaryland%2Fbaltimore-city%2Fbs-md-ci-baltimore-business-public-transportation-20220627-3aewyr5bqfgjtlgrqrbthgt7sm-story.html&data=05%7C01%7Cjmcandrew%40greaterwashingtonpartnership.com%7C474ac8030fec4d3a02b508da601761d4%7Ccfd4f2a4ef9f4efa9954a3853bff6389%7C1%7C0%7C637927951748236851%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=a%2FZmpQCcoHCgfGyh0YTTY%2Bqp95vYP3C%2Fvzi3BVHTkp8%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fthedailyrecord.com%2F2022%2F06%2F27%2Fgbc-greater-washington-partnership-launch-transit-campaign%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cjmcandrew%40greaterwashingtonpartnership.com%7C474ac8030fec4d3a02b508da601761d4%7Ccfd4f2a4ef9f4efa9954a3853bff6389%7C1%7C0%7C637927951748393090%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=sXYixyKbZshsqso63VtJdpbFnLSMl%2FyACpU1kj7%2B8jA%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.marylandmatters.org%2F2022%2F06%2F27%2Fbaltimore-must-embrace-transit-vision-while-the-feds-are-flush-with-funds-groups-say%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cjmcandrew%40greaterwashingtonpartnership.com%7C474ac8030fec4d3a02b508da601761d4%7Ccfd4f2a4ef9f4efa9954a3853bff6389%7C1%7C0%7C637927951748393090%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=NmsMeFSjucEsJtmgYmey0pUBiBl2Wo6s5GCYLaeESdg%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.planetizen.com%2Fnews%2F2022%2F07%2F117664-baltimore-leaders-call-city-think-big-transit&data=05%7C01%7Cjmcandrew%40greaterwashingtonpartnership.com%7C474ac8030fec4d3a02b508da601761d4%7Ccfd4f2a4ef9f4efa9954a3853bff6389%7C1%7C0%7C637927951748393090%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=emVpn1AfShOFZhgzgi1pow7Qo%2F15Zlot5Q0RiHX4zrQ%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.baltimoresun.com%2Fopinion%2Feditorial%2Fbs-ed-0630-governor-transit-candidates-20220628-l7yhrolnxbbejonq3l24b2a5h4-story.html&data=05%7C01%7Cjmcandrew%40greaterwashingtonpartnership.com%7C474ac8030fec4d3a02b508da601761d4%7Ccfd4f2a4ef9f4efa9954a3853bff6389%7C1%7C0%7C637927951748393090%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=E52dnooY9M3BONaE84K8xBZqIuVgSgYDVlDdB1NIGhw%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.baltimoresun.com%2Fopinion%2Fop-ed%2Fbs-ed-op-xxxx-baltimore-regional-transit-20220701-mlhhaj3etnhvfb6hngh32fyueq-story.html&data=05%7C01%7Cjmcandrew%40greaterwashingtonpartnership.com%7C474ac8030fec4d3a02b508da601761d4%7Ccfd4f2a4ef9f4efa9954a3853bff6389%7C1%7C0%7C637927951748393090%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=SMO8kdKkBo%2BTOHSDQjx%2B%2FsI1KM2vZ%2FO1ZBHCmnb1qr4%3D&reserved=0


July 1 is also a day when many of this session’s passed bills go into effect. A number
of these bills will have a positive impact on the business community, including:

Senate Bill 598/Chapter 5 House Bill 2/Chapter 6 – Income Tax – Work
Opportunity Tax Credit. Allows employers that claim the federal work
opportunity credit to claim a credit against the State income tax for certain
wages paid to individuals with barriers to employment.
Senate Bill 210/Chapter 118 – Tax Credits – Employer-Provided
Commuter Benefits – Expansion and Administration. Expands the types
of commuter benefits for which a business entity may claim a tax credit to
include a certain carpool program, telework program, active transportation
program, and multimodal commuter program.
Senate Bill 93/Chapter 533 – Tax Credits – Employment of Individuals
with Disabilities. Alters the amount of a credit against certain State taxes for
certain wages paid and certain child care or transportation expenses incurred
by certain business entities with respect to qualified employees with
disabilities.

For a list of all bills that went into effect on July 1, 2022, click here.

UPCOMING EVENTSUPCOMING EVENTS

Newsmaker: More Laws, More Gun Crimes: What’s Not
Working?
July 26, 2022 | 9:00 a.m.
For questions please contact Tara Harris, Committee Coordinator/
Receptionist, at tarah@gbc.org.

Newsmaker: It’s not optional, it’s necessary… Mental
Wellness
August 10, 2022 | 9:00 a.m.
For questions please contact Tara Harris, Committee Coordinator/
Receptionist, at tarah@gbc.org.

GBC Golf Classic
September 14, 2022 | 8:30 a.m. Shotgun start
Greystone Golf Course
For questions please contact Tara Harris, Committee Coordinator/
Receptionist, at tarah@gbc.org.

Register for EventsRegister for Events

STAFF CONTACTSSTAFF CONTACTS

Teresa Milio BirgeTeresa Milio Birge
Director of Policy and Research

teresab@gbc.org

Kamau BridgesKamau Bridges
Policy Associate
kamb@gbc.org

2022 SPONSORS2022 SPONSORS

https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/sb0598
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/HB0002?ys=2022RS
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/sb0210
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/sb0093
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/Pubs/LegisLegal/2022rs-effective-dates-july.pdf
https://gbc.org/register-for-events/
mailto:teresab@gbc.org
mailto:kamb@gbc.org
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